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The ŵoŶth of MaǇ ďƌiŶgs to ouƌ ŵiŶd the
histoƌiĐ stƌuggle of the people ďeloŶgiŶg to the
ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass ǁoƌld oǀeƌ, ǁho toiled daǇ iŶ aŶd
daǇ out to eke out a liǀiŶg. The ŶiŶeteeŶth ĐeŶtuƌǇ
ǁas a ĐeŶtuƌǇ of stƌuggle foƌ oďtaiŶiŶg   uŶiǀeƌsal
ƌeĐogŶitioŶ of the siŵple diǀisioŶ of Ϯϰ houƌs of a
daǇ foƌ a toleƌaďle aŶd huŵaŶ ĐoŶditioŶ of liǀiŶg.
The deŵaŶd ǁas foƌ ϴ houƌs ǁoƌk peƌ daǇ - ϴ houƌs
of ƌest peƌ daǇ aŶd ϴ houƌs foƌ eŶteƌtaiŶŵeŶt &
eŶjoǇiŶg life aŶd leisuƌe. The pƌotagoŶists of this
deŵaŶd ĐoŶtiŶuouslǇ fought to aĐhieǀe theiƌ goal
ďǇ holdiŶg ŵeetiŶgs, ŵaƌĐhiŶg thƌough the stƌeets
aŶd stƌikiŶg ǁoƌk. MaŶǇ laid doǁŶ theiƌ liǀes eitheƌ
ďǇ poliĐe ďullets oƌ ďǇ haŶgiŶg at the diĐtates of
the ĐƌoĐked laǁs of the tiŵe. UltiŵatelǇ theǇ
aĐhieǀed ǁhat theǇ fought foƌ ďut Đould Ŷeǀeƌ
eŶjoǇ the ďeŶefits.   But theǇ did Ŷot fail to leaǀe a
ŵessage of self saĐƌifiĐe foƌ the ĐoŵŵoŶ good.

As ǁe all kŶoǁ, the stƌuggle foƌ a huŵaŶelǇ
possiďle ǁoƌkiŶg houƌs took ƌoots iŶ the soil of
AŵeƌiĐa iŶ the ďegiŶŶiŶg of the ŶiŶeteeŶth ĐeŶtuƌǇ.
The agitatioŶists ǁeƌe so Đoŵŵitted to theiƌ Đause
that theǇ agitated fƌoŵ suŶƌise to suŶset ǁithout
aŶǇ ďƌeak. Fƌoŵ ϭϴϮϳ to ϭϴϲϱ, the ĐoŶstƌuĐtioŶ
ǁoƌkeƌs of Philadelphia, the ďƌead ŵakeƌs aŶd
ďakeƌs of Neǁ Yoƌk aŶd ŵaŶǇ otheƌs ǁoƌkiŶg iŶ
ŵaŶufaĐtuƌiŶg oƌ seƌǀiĐe seĐtoƌs fought ĐeaselesslǇ
to eǆtƌaĐt the ĐoŶĐessioŶ. IŶ ϭϴϴϲ, the fiƌst eǀeƌ
ŶatioŶal leǀel ĐoŶǀeŶtioŶ ǁas held iŶ Baltiŵoƌe
ǁheƌe the NatioŶal Laďouƌ UŶioŶ ƌesolǀed to fƌee
the ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass fƌoŵ the slaǀeƌǇ of the Đapitalists
fiƌst aŶd deŵaŶded that iŶ all the states AŵeƌiĐa
the staŶdaƌd ǁoƌkiŶg houƌs foƌ all ǁoƌkeƌs should
ďe fiǆed at ϴ houƌs.  IŶ the lateƌ paƌt of the Ǉeaƌ, the
saŵe ƌesolutioŶs of the deŵaŶds ǁeƌe adopted iŶ
the GeŶeǀa CoŶǀeŶtioŶ. BetǁeeŶ ϭϴϴϭ aŶd ϭϴϴϲ,
the agitatioŶal pƌogƌaŵŵes sǁelled fƌoŵ ϱϬϬ to
ϭϭ,ϱϲϮ aŶd ŵoƌe thaŶ ϱ lakhs of ǁoƌkeƌs joiŶed the
ĐaŵpaigŶ. To pƌess foƌ theiƌ deŵaŶds the AŵeƌiĐaŶ
FedeƌatioŶ of OƌgaŶized Tƌades aŶd Laďouƌ UŶioŶs
Đalled foƌ a geŶeƌal stƌike aŶd Đeaseless agitatioŶ.
IŶ the Đouƌse of this agitatioŶ, oŶ ϭst MaǇ, ϭϴϴϲ, a

MaǇ DaǇ – has it lost its sigŶifiĐaŶĐe?

ƌiot ďƌoke out iŶ HaǇŵaƌket iŶ ChiĐago. MaŶǇ liǀes
ǁeƌe lost aŶd lots of ďloods ǁeƌe shed.  It ǁas the
saddest daǇ foƌ the ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass ǁoƌld oǀeƌ ďut at
the saŵe tiŵe  it ǁas also the daǇ of ultiŵate
tƌiuŵph foƌ the ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass, foƌ oŶ this daǇ ǁoƌld
uŶaŶiŵouslǇ appƌoǀed the  ϴ Hƌs. WoƌkiŶg daǇ aŶd
iŶ ƌeĐogŶitioŶ of the saĐƌifiĐes of the ǁoƌkeƌ,
Ŷaŵed the daǇ as the IŶteƌŶatioŶal Laďouƌ DaǇ.

UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ, saŶĐtitǇ aŶd the iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of
the IŶteƌŶatioŶal Laďouƌ DaǇ do Ŷot attƌaĐt ŵuĐh
atteŶtioŶ aŶǇ ŵoƌe. The ŵost ǀisiďle thiŶg iŶ the
ǁoƌkiŶg eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt of the iŶdustƌies, ďusiŶess
aŶd seƌǀiĐe seĐtoƌs is that theƌe is Ŷo uŶifoƌŵitǇ iŶ
ǁoƌkiŶg houƌ, salaƌǇ aŶd the adŵissiďle aŵeŶities.
The eŵploǇeƌs aŶd theiƌ ŵaŶageƌs deĐide the tiŵe
ǁheŶ a ǁoƌkeƌ ĐaŶ go off dutǇ. The uŶiǀeƌsal poliĐǇ
of saŵe paǇ foƌ saŵe ǁoƌk is Ŷeǀeƌ folloǁed. A
teaĐheƌ iŶ oŶe sĐhool gets half of the paǇ ǁhat a
teaĐheƌ of the saŵe suďjeĐt ǁith saŵe ƋualifiĐatioŶ
gets iŶ aŶotheƌ sĐhool. The pƌiǀate seĐtoƌ sĐhools
aƌe fleeĐiŶg the studeŶts ďut aƌe ƌeluĐtaŶt to paǇ
the teaĐheƌ a deĐeŶt salaƌǇ. The authoƌities Ŷeitheƌ
kŶoǁ Ŷoƌ ǁaŶt to kŶoǁ. Theƌe is huge gap iŶ the
salaƌǇ stƌuĐtuƌes of peƌŵaŶeŶt & teŵpoƌaƌǇ
eŵploǇees, Paƌt tiŵe aŶd full tiŵe DoĐtoƌs, ƌegulaƌ
laďouƌs aŶd ĐoŶtƌaĐt laďouƌs. The latest teĐhŶiƋue
of lootiŶg the ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass is to eŶgage theŵ
thƌough laďouƌ ĐoŶtƌaĐtoƌs. This ǁaǇ the laďouƌs
get oŶlǇ the ŶiggaƌdlǇ ͞MiŶiŵuŵ Wage͟ aŶd the
eŵploǇeƌs deƌiǀe douďle ďeŶefit ďǇ saǀiŶg the
staŶdaƌd paǇaďles adŵissiďle to a ƌegulaƌ
eŵploǇee. OŶe ĐaŶ Đite iŶŶuŵeƌaďle eǆaŵples of
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt apathǇ, ŵisĐhief oŶ the paƌt of the
Đapitalist eŵploǇeƌs, Đoƌƌupt tƌade uŶioŶ leadeƌs
aŶd paƌtǇ oƌieŶted tƌade uŶioŶ ŵoǀeŵeŶt.

Aƌise aŶd Aǁake. We ŵust ǁake up fast to aǀoid
aŶotheƌ ƌeǀolutioŶ aŶd uŶƌest aŶd the ƌesultaŶt
tuƌŵoil. NoŶe ǁill ďeŶefit if the depƌiǀatioŶs gƌoǁ
aŶd the disĐoŶteŶt tuƌŶs iŶto disillusioŶŵeŶt. Let
the ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass Đoŵe togetheƌ iƌƌespeĐtiǀe of
paƌtǇ liŶes aŶd ǁoƌk uŶitedlǇ  to aĐhieǀe a
seŵďlaŶĐe of justiĐe aŶd eƋualitǇ.
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Jaŵŵu Kashŵiƌ espeĐiallǇ its ŶoƌtheƌŶ paƌt has
plaǇed a ǀital ƌole iŶ the ƌise of Buddhisŵ, pƌoteĐtiŶg
IŶdia ĐultuƌallǇ, histoƌiĐallǇ aŶd geogƌaphiĐallǇ.
Kushok Bakula RiŶpoĐhe, ŵagŶetisiŶg peƌsoŶalitǇ
ĐoŶsideƌed as the iŶĐaƌŶatioŶ of diǀiŶe poǁeƌs, highlǇ
ƌeǀeƌed foƌ his eƌuditioŶ aŶd his geŶtle huŵilitǇ,
plaǇed a ĐaƌdiŶal ƌole iŶ ƌeǀiǀiŶg Buddhisŵ. He ǁas
oŶe of the ďest-kŶoǁŶ laŵas of Ladakh, a statesŵaŶ
aŶd iŶteƌŶatioŶal diploŵat of the RepuďliĐ of IŶdia.
IŶ ϭϵϴϴ, iŶ ƌeĐogŶitioŶ of his distiŶguished seƌǀiĐe of
the highest oƌdeƌ to the ŶatioŶ, the PƌesideŶt of IŶdia
aǁaƌded hiŵ ͞Padŵa BhushaŶ .͟ He is kŶoǁŶ foƌ his
effoƌts iŶ ƌeǀiǀiŶg Buddhisŵ iŶ MoŶgolia aŶd Russia
liŶkiŶg theŵ ǁith the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ of TiďetaŶ eǆile iŶ
IŶdia. He plaǇed a leadiŶg ƌole iŶ the upliftŵeŶt of
soĐio-politiĐal life of the people iŶ the Ladakh ƌegioŶ.
OŶ his death, the Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ of IŶdia Shƌi Atal
Bihaƌi VajpaǇee paid his ĐoŶdoleŶĐes saǇiŶg: ͞IŶ the
death of Ŷoďle Laŵa Kushok Bakula, ǁe haǀe lost a
gƌeat saiŶt, guide aŶd iŶspiƌiŶg peƌsoŶalitǇ of the
Buddhist ǁoƌld. It is diffiĐult to iŵagiŶe Ladakh
ǁithout hiŵ.͟

Kushok Bakula ǁas ďoƌŶ to the MaŶgtƌo RoǇal
Đouple oŶ the auspiĐious Saga Daǁa, Buddha PuƌŶiŵa
daǇ oŶ ϭϵth ŵaǇ ϭϵϭϳ iŶ a sŵall ǀillage Đalled ͚ MaŶgto͛
iŶ Ladakh. WheŶ the ǇouŶg PƌiŶĐe LoďzaŶg ThupstaŶ
ChogŶoƌ attaiŶed the age of ϲ, he ǁas ĐoŶfiƌŵed ďǇ
the ϭϯth Dalai Laŵa ThupteŶ GǇatso as the ϭϵth
ƌeiŶĐaƌŶatioŶ of Aƌhat Bakula, oŶe of the ϭϲ Aƌhats
;diƌeĐt disĐiples of the ShakǇaŵuŶi BuddhaͿ. He ǁas
lateƌ eŶthƌoŶed at Pethuď MoŶasteƌǇ, ǁheƌe he
ƌeĐeiǀed his pƌiŵaƌǇ eduĐatioŶ. OŶ ϮϮŶd of FeďƌuaƌǇ
ϭϵϰϬ, he eaƌŶed his degƌee of ͞Gheshe Lhaƌaŵpa͟ the
highest degƌee of Buddhist MetaphǇsiĐs, iŶ the
pƌeseŶĐe of the ǇouŶg ϭϰth Dalai Laŵa TeŶziŶ GǇatso.
He Đaŵe to ďe kŶoǁŶ aŵoŶg his ĐoŶteŵpoƌaƌies as
the GǇalƌas Bakula RiŶpoĐhe of Ladakh.

The eŵeƌgeŶĐe of Kushok Bakula iŶ the late ϭϵϰϬs
ǁas histoƌiĐ. It ǁas the tiŵe ǁheŶ the gƌeat
tƌaŶsfoƌŵatioŶ ǁas takiŶg plaĐe ǁith IŶdia ďeĐoŵiŶg
iŶdepeŶdeŶt afteƌ ĐeŶtuƌies of ColoŶial ƌule. OŶ his
ƌetuƌŶ to Ladakh, Bakula RiŶpoĐhe like a ǁish-fulfilliŶg
aŶgel helped to ƌeŵoǀe the suffeƌiŶgs of its people.

Kushok Bakula RiŶpoĐhe – The DiǀiŶe MoŶk

He ďeĐaŵe the ǀoiĐe of Ladakh. He Ŷot oŶlǇ eŶsuƌed
that Ladakh ďeĐaŵe a paƌt of IŶdia ďut also eŶsuƌed
its futuƌe deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd seĐuƌitǇ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, the
sigŶifiĐaŶt ǀiĐtoƌǇ Đaŵe iŶ ϭϵϱϬ. RiŶpoĐhe
speaƌheaded a stƌoŶg oppositioŶ to the ϭϵϱϬ
OƌdiŶaŶĐe aŶd opposed it tooth aŶd Ŷail. This
OƌdiŶaŶĐe pƌohiďited Buddhist ŵoŶasteƌies fƌoŵ
keepiŶg ŵoƌe thaŶ ϭϮϬ kaŶals of laŶdholdiŶg. It ǁould
haǀe iŶdeed ďeeŶ a death kŶell foƌ Buddhisŵ. FiŶallǇ,
it ǁas ǁith the iŶteƌǀeŶtioŶ of the Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ of
IŶdia Nehƌu aŶd IŶdia͛s laǁ ŵiŶisteƌ Dƌ. B. R.
Aŵďedkaƌ that Ladakh s͛ ŵoŶasteƌies ǁeƌe eǆeŵpted
fƌoŵ the puƌǀieǁ of the oƌdiŶaŶĐe. This sigŶifiĐaŶt
ǀiĐtoƌǇ aŶd his aĐtiǀe soĐial dƌiǀes ďƌought Bakula
RiŶpoĐhe iŶ the foƌefƌoŶt of Ladakh s͛ soĐial, ƌeligious
aŶd politiĐal spheƌe.

To safeguaƌd the iŶteƌest of Buddhist ŵoŶasteƌies
of Ladakh, RiŶpoĐhe fouŶded the All Ladakh GoŶpa
AssoĐiatioŶ. He also ŵade aǀailaďle laŶd foƌ
ĐoŶstƌuĐtioŶ of ChokhaŶg ǁhiĐh ďeĐaŵe the
headƋuaƌteƌs of Ladakh Buddhist AssoĐiatioŶ. A
laŶdŵaƌk deǀelopŵeŶt iŶ the post-iŶdepeŶdeŶĐe
histoƌǇ of Ladakh ǁas the aƌƌiǀal of HolǇ ReliĐs of the
Loƌd Buddha aŶd his tǁo pƌiŶĐipal disĐiples - Saƌiputta
aŶd MahaŵogallaŶa fƌoŵ MoolagaŶdhakuti Vihaƌ
loĐated iŶ SaƌŶath. To eŶlighteŶ the people of theiƌ
ƌight iŶ deŵoĐƌatiĐ IŶdia, Bakula RiŶpoĐhe touƌed
eǀeƌǇ paƌt of Ladakh ǁhiĐh he aptlǇ desĐƌiďed as the
laŶd of Tattu ;ŵuleͿ, Pattu ;ǁoolleŶͿ aŶd Sattu ;ďaƌleǇ
ǁheatͿ. UŶdeƌ the leadeƌship of Bakula RiŶpoĐhe, the
people of Ladakh ǁeƌe fƌeed fƌoŵ the heaǀǇ ďuƌdeŶ
of deďts, suďjugatioŶ of laŶdloƌds aŶd atƌoĐities of
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt offiĐials. Eaƌlieƌ, Bakula RiŶpoĐhe had
ƌepeatedlǇ ǁaƌŶed Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ Nehƌu aďout
iŵpeŶdiŶg thƌeats fƌoŵ ChiŶa Ŷot oŶlǇ to the
eǆisteŶĐe of Tiďet ďut also to IŶdia s͛ oŶ the ďoƌdeƌ.
His ǀisit to Lhasa iŶ ϭϵϱϱ left Ŷo douďt iŶ his ŵiŶd
aďout the situatioŶ iŶ Lhasa aŶd told the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt
of IŶdia aďout iŵpeŶdiŶg thƌeat fƌoŵ ChiŶa.
UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ, IŶdia ǁoke up ǁheŶ it ǁas too late. IŶ
ϭϵϲϮ ǁheŶ ChiŶa attaĐked IŶdia, RiŶpoĐhe Đalled upoŶ
the people of Ladakh to help IŶdiaŶ AƌŵǇ to defeŶd
its ďoƌdeƌ ǁhiĐh aloŶe Đould saǀe its ƌiĐh ƌeligious
aŶd Đultuƌal heƌitage. He alloǁed the IŶdiaŶ tƌoops
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to ĐoŶǀeƌt a seĐtioŶ of his Pethuď MoŶasteƌǇ iŶto a
ŵakeshift ŵilitaƌǇ hospital. WheŶ a seĐtioŶ of people
iŶ Kashŵiƌ deŵaŶded pleďisĐite, RiŶpoĐhe
ĐategoƌiĐallǇ stated that Ladakh ǁould Ŷeǀeƌ go to
PakistaŶ aŶd ǁould ƌeŵaiŶ ǁith IŶdia. Foƌ his ƌole iŶ
ďuildiŶg post-iŶdepeŶdeŶt Ladakh, RiŶpoĐhe is hailed
as the ͚GaŶdhi of Ladakh͛ aŶd ͚AƌĐhiteĐt of ModeƌŶ
Ladakh .͛

As aŶ astute aŶd zealous paƌliaŵeŶtaƌiaŶ, Bakula
RiŶpoĐhe seƌǀed the ŶatioŶ aŶd the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of
IŶdia ďƌilliaŶtlǇ. He ǁas eleĐted as the ŵeŵďeƌ of
legislatiǀe asseŵďlǇ of Jaŵŵu Kashŵiƌ iŶ ϭϵϱϭ. He
ďeĐaŵe a ŵiŶisteƌ iŶ Jaŵŵu aŶd Kashŵiƌ
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt. He ǁas eleĐted Meŵďeƌ of PaƌliaŵeŶt
ƌepƌeseŶtiŶg Ladakh foƌ tǁo ĐoŶseĐutiǀe teƌŵs, i.e.
iŶ ϭϵϲϳ aŶd ϭϵϳϭ. IŶ ϭϵϳϳ, Moƌaƌji Desai, the Pƌiŵe
MiŶisteƌ, appoiŶted RiŶpoĐhe as a ŵeŵďeƌ of the
ŶeǁlǇ ĐoŶstituted NatioŶal CoŵŵissioŶ foƌ
MiŶoƌities. IŶ ϭϵϴϵ he ǁas appoiŶted as aŵďassadoƌ
of IŶdia to MoŶgolia. He thus ďeĐaŵe the fiƌst aŶd
oŶlǇ MoŶk diploŵat iŶ the ǁoƌld. Oǀeƌ a peƌiod of
teŶ Ǉeaƌs, he helped ƌe-opeŶ aŶĐieŶt ŵoŶasteƌies,
oƌgaŶize Buddhist peaĐe ĐoŶfeƌeŶĐes aŶd ƌe-
estaďlished Buddhisŵ. UŶdeƌ his guidaŶĐe, Pethuď
MoŶasteƌǇ aŶd DeĐheŶ LiŶg NuŶŶeƌǇ iŶ UlaaŶďaataƌ
deǀeloped iŶto iŵpoƌtaŶt ĐeŶtƌes of leaƌŶiŶg foƌ the
MoŶgoliaŶ Buddhists. He took the HolǇ ReliĐs of Loƌd
Buddha to UlaaŶďaataƌ to let the deǀotees get
ďlessiŶgs of it. This ǁas a histoƌiĐ eǀeŶt of
uŶpaƌalleled ƌeligious aŶd spiƌitual sigŶifiĐaŶĐe.
Bakula RiŶpoĐhe ǁoƌked as the GuaƌdiaŶ of MoŶgolia.
DuƌiŶg a ŵoǀeŵeŶt to estaďlish deŵoĐƌaĐǇ iŶ
MoŶgolia, he appealed to ďoth the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt aŶd
the ĐitizeŶs of MoŶgolia to ŵaiŶtaiŶ peaĐe.
RespeĐtiŶg his appeal, the ŵoǀeŵeŶt eŶded ǁithout
aŶǇ ǀioleŶĐe fƌoŵ eitheƌ side aŶd ŵultipaƌtǇ
deŵoĐƌaĐǇ ǁas estaďlished. As aŶ eǆpƌessioŶ of
gƌatitude toǁaƌds hiŵ, he ǁas aǁaƌded ͚Polaƌ Staƌ ,͛
the Ciǀil hoŶouƌ of the highest degƌee iŶ MoŶgolia iŶ
ϮϬϬϭ.

Bakula RiŶpoĐhe ǁas the fiƌst Buddhist ŵoŶk to
haǀe ďeeŶ aďle to ǀisit ĐoŵŵuŶist stƌoŶghold of USSR,
MoŶgolia aŶd ChiŶa. He siŶgle-haŶdedlǇ laid the
fouŶdatioŶ foƌ the Buddhist Reǀiǀal iŶ the ƌegioŶ. IŶ
ϭϵϲϴ RiŶpoĐhe ďeĐaŵe oŶe of the fouŶdeƌs of AsiaŶ
Buddhist CoŶfeƌeŶĐe foƌ PeaĐe ǁith its headƋuaƌteƌs
iŶ MoŶgolia. The Red AƌŵǇ ǀaŶdalised the Buddhist

teŵple iŶ St. Peteƌsďuƌg Đalled ͚GuŶzeĐhoiŶei͛ ďuilt
ďǇ BuƌiǇat Laŵa AgǀaŶ Doƌjieǀ ;ϭϴϱϯ-ϭϵϯϴͿ. His
ŵeetiŶgs ǁith Soǀiet leadeƌs paǀed the ǁaǇ foƌ the
ƌetuƌŶ of the ŵoŶasteƌǇ to the Buddhist ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
of Russia. IŶ ϭϵϴϵ the Buddhist ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ iŶ St.
Peteƌsďuƌg ǁas offiĐiallǇ ƌeĐogŶised. RiŶpoĐhe ǁas
also the fiƌst high Laŵa ǁho ǀisited KalŵǇkia, the
Euƌasia laŶd ǁhose people suffeƌed iŵŵeŶse
peƌseĐutioŶs at the haŶds of StaliŶ afteƌ the SeĐoŶd
Woƌld Waƌ. RiŶpoĐhe laid the fouŶdatioŶ of a fiƌst post-
ĐoŵŵuŶist ŵoŶasteƌǇ theƌe. DuƌiŶg ŵaŶǇ Ǉeaƌs of
puďliĐ eŶgageŵeŶt, he ŵet leadeƌs of all faith s͛ aŶd
politiĐal affiliatioŶs iŶĐludiŶg Mikhail GoƌďaĐheǀ,
foƌŵeƌ PƌesideŶt of the Soǀiet UŶioŶ. He ǁas the fiƌst
eǀeƌ Buddhist ŵoŶk to haǀe ďeeŶ iŶǀited ďǇ the
QueeŶ of EŶglaŶd at BuĐkiŶghaŵ PalaĐe, LoŶdoŶ iŶ
ϮϬϬϮ. Tiƌeless iŶ his ǁoƌk, he tƌaǀelled oŶ to the ϯƌd
Woƌld Buddhist CoŶfeƌeŶĐe hosted ďǇ His MajestǇ
KiŶg Noƌodoŵ SihaŶouk iŶ PhŶoŵ PeŶh, Caŵďodia.

Bakula RiŶpoĐhe ǁas a ŵaŶ of ǀisioŶ, aŶd his pƌiŵe
foĐus ǁas oŶ pƌoŵotiŶg spiƌitual ǀalues, a Buddhist
peƌspeĐtiǀe oŶ Ŷatuƌe ĐoŶseƌǀatioŶ aŶd ƌeǀiǀiŶg
Buddhisŵ iŶ ĐouŶtƌies ǁheƌe politiĐal sǇsteŵs had
deŶied that ƌight to the people. He had a ǁoŶdeƌful
seŶse of ĐoŵpassioŶ, tƌaŶƋuillitǇ aŶd ĐoŶteŶtŵeŶt.
He ďelieǀed iŶ deŵoĐƌatiĐ ǀalues aŶd Ŷeǀeƌ foƌĐed
people to folloǁ a paƌtiĐulaƌ ideologǇ. BeiŶg feaƌless,
he at WiŶdsoƌ CoŶfeƌeŶĐe of the AlliaŶĐe of ReligioŶs
aŶd CoŶseƌǀatioŶ ;ARCͿ, stƌoŶglǇ disappƌoǀed the
aĐtiǀities of ChƌistiaŶ ŵissioŶaƌies paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ iŶ pooƌ
ĐouŶtƌies ǁho eǆploited the pooƌ eĐoŶoŵiĐ
ĐoŶditioŶs of the people aŶd iŶdulged iŶ ĐƌitiĐiziŶg
loĐal tƌaditioŶal faith. This ǁas agaiŶst the ďasiĐ teŶet
of aŶǇ ƌeligioŶ.

OŶ TuesdaǇ the ϰth of Noǀeŵďeƌ ϮϬϬϯ, Bakula
RiŶpoĐhe attaiŶed NiƌǀaŶa iŶ Neǁ Delhi. Afteƌ ϭϰ daǇs
of pƌaǇeƌs aŶd ƌituals, his fuŶeƌal ǁas peƌfoƌŵed oŶ
ϭϲth Noǀeŵďeƌ ϮϬϭϯ at Pithuď Hills ǁith full State
hoŶouƌs. His HoliŶess, the ϭϰth Dalai Laŵa iŶ his
ĐoŶdoleŶĐe ŵessage, said ͞…. Bakula RiŶpoĐhe
ǁoƌked haƌd foƌ the people... to help gƌoǁ a fiƌŵ seed
of eŶlighteŶŵeŶt iŶ theiƌ ŵiŶd. He also ǁoƌked foƌ
the pƌeseƌǀatioŶ, disseŵiŶatioŶ aŶd ƌestoƌatioŶ of
pƌeĐious teaĐhiŶgs of Buddha…MaǇ the iŶĐaƌŶatioŶ
appeaƌs sooŶ, ďǇ the poǁeƌ of his oǁŶ pƌaǇeƌs aŶd
the faith of deǀotees, …. Foƌ the sake of all seŶtieŶt
ďeiŶgs.͟
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TiďetaŶ Buddhisŵ - oŶe of the ŵost aŶĐieŶt
ƌeligious faith of the ǁoƌld, ǁas alŵost destƌoǇed ďǇ
the ChiŶese afteƌ it aŶŶeǆed Tiďet soŵe siǆtǇ Ǉeaƌs
ago. His HoliŶess Dalai Laŵa, the ƌuliŶg spiƌitual head
of the Buddhist faith ƌesidiŶg iŶ Potala palaĐe iŶ Tiďet,
had to flee aŶd take shelteƌ iŶ IŶdia. IŶdia Ŷot oŶlǇ
ǁelĐoŵed the Dalai Laŵa ǁith opeŶ aƌŵs ďut also
offeƌed hiŵ laƌge tƌaĐts of laŶd iŶ Dhaƌŵashala to set
up the headƋuaƌteƌ of his ƌeligious Đapital – iŶ – eǆile
theƌe iŶ ϭϵϱϵ.  IŶ the Ǉeaƌs that folloǁed, Dalai Laŵa
aŶd his folloǁeƌs suĐĐessfullǇ kept aliǀe the spiƌitual
doĐtƌiŶe of Buddhisŵ aŶd helped spƌead its ŵessage
of loǀe iŶ BhutaŶ, Nepal, aŶd Sikkiŵ aŶd AƌuŶaĐhal
Pƌadesh. While paƌtiĐipatiŶg iŶ ͚ThaŶk You IŶdia͛
ĐaŵpaigŶ, Tiďet͛s Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ-iŶ-eǆile LoďsaŶg
SaŶgaǇ puďliĐlǇ said that TiďetaŶ Buddhisŵ had
flouƌished due to IŶdia s͛ suppoƌt iŶ the last ϲϬ Ǉeaƌs
eǀeƌ siŶĐe the Dalai Laŵa aƌƌiǀed iŶ IŶdia iŶ ϭϵϱϵ. The
͚ThaŶk You IŶdia͛ eǀeŶt ǁas oƌgaŶised ďǇ the CeŶtƌal

INDIA – the seĐoŶd hoŵe of TiďetaŶ Buddhisŵ

TiďetaŶ AdŵiŶistƌatioŶ iŶ MĐLeodgaŶj Ŷeaƌ
Dhaƌaŵsal iŶ HiŵaĐhal Pƌadesh oŶ MaƌĐh ϯϭ to ŵaƌk
ϲϬ Ǉeaƌs of the TiďetaŶ spiƌitual leadeƌ Dalai Laŵa s͛
aƌƌiǀal iŶ IŶdia iŶ ϭϵϱϵ. The Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ-iŶ-eǆile
also adŵitted that T iďetaŶ Buddhisŵ Đould ďe
pƌeseƌǀed due to the suppoƌt eǆteŶded ďǇ IŶdia.

SpeakiŶg oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ of the fuŶĐtioŶ oƌgaŶized
to Đeleďƌate  ͚ThaŶk Ǉou IŶdia͛ Mƌ. SaŶgaǇ, ǁho heads
the MĐLeodgaŶ-ďased CeŶtƌal TiďetaŶ AdŵiŶistƌatioŶ,
said that the ŵajoƌ ageŶda is to eŶsuƌe the ƌetuƌŶ of
the Dalai Laŵa to Lhasa s͛ Potala PalaĐe. ͞Ouƌ ŵaiŶ goal
is to ƌetuƌŶ to Tiďet. The aspiƌatioŶ of siǆ ŵillioŶ
TiďetaŶs iŶ Tiďet is to see His HoliŶess, the Dalai Laŵa,
to ƌetuƌŶ to Tiďet,͟  he said. Asked hoǁ optiŵistiĐ he
ǁas aŶd ǁhetheƌ paƌleǇs ǁeƌe oŶ ǁith the ChiŶese,
he said: ͞It ǁill happeŶ. Of Đouƌse, ǁe haǀe to talk to
the ChiŶese goǀeƌŶŵeŶt — theiƌ ĐoopeƌatioŶ is ǀeƌǇ
iŵpoƌtaŶt.͟ ͞Hoǁeǀeƌ, theƌe is Ŷo foƌŵal dialogue

The teŶsioŶ aloŶg the ŵouŶtaiŶous teƌƌaiŶs of
DiďaŶg, Dau-Delai aŶd Lohit ǀalleǇs aloŶg the ďoƌdeƌs
ǁith ChiŶa iŶ the TiďetaŶ ƌegioŶ iŶ AƌuŶaĐhal seĐtoƌ
folloǁiŶg the Doklaŵ faĐe-off ƌefuses to die doǁŶ. To
safeguaƌd the iŶtegƌitǇ of IŶdia aŶd to Đoŵďat the
aggƌessiǀe iŶteŶt of ChiŶa, the IŶdiaŶ aƌŵǇ has
deploǇed ŵoƌe tƌoops aŶd iŶĐƌeased patƌolliŶg
sigŶifiĐaŶtlǇ. AƌŵǇ offiĐials haǀe disĐlosed that IŶdia is
also stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg its suƌǀeillaŶĐe ŵeĐhaŶisŵ to keep
aŶ eǇe oŶ ChiŶese aĐtiǀities aloŶg the ďoƌdeƌs iŶ the
stƌategiĐallǇ seŶsitiǀe TiďetaŶ ƌegioŶ aŶd has eǀeŶ
ďeeŶ ƌegulaƌlǇ deploǇiŶg Đhoppeƌs to ĐaƌƌǇ out aeƌial
ƌeĐoŶŶaissaŶĐe. It has also ďeeŶ Đlaƌified that IŶdia has
ďeeŶ foĐusiŶg oŶ doŵiŶatiŶg the tƌeaĐheƌous teƌƌaiŶs
ǁhiĐh iŶĐlude sŶoǁ-Đlad ŵouŶtaiŶs at aŶ altitude of
oǀeƌ ϭϳ,ϬϬϬ feet aŶd ƌiǀeƌ passes, as paƌt of its stƌategǇ
to ĐouŶteƌ ChiŶa s͛ ƌisiŶg asseƌtiǀeŶess aloŶg the ďoƌdeƌ
iŶ DiďaŶg, Dau-Delai aŶd Lohit ǀalleǇs. ͞Post Doklaŵ,
ǁe haǀe iŶĐƌeased ouƌ aĐtiǀities ŵaŶifold. We aƌe fullǇ
pƌepaƌed to deal ǁith aŶǇ ĐhalleŶge,͟  said aŶ aƌŵǇ
offiĐeƌ posted iŶ Kiďithu, the easteƌŶ ŵost ǀillage oŶ
IŶdia s͛ ďoƌdeƌ ǁith ChiŶa s͛ TiďetaŶ ƌegioŶ. The offiĐial
said that the AƌŵǇ has ďeeŶ iŶteŶsifǇiŶg its LoŶg RaŶge
Patƌols ǁheƌe tƌoops iŶ sŵall gƌoups go foƌ patƌols foƌ
ϭϱ-ϯϬ daǇs as paƌt of aŶ oǀeƌall stƌategǇ to ŵaiŶtaiŶ the

saŶĐtitǇ of the LiŶe of AĐtual CoŶtƌol, the de-faĐto
ďoƌdeƌ ďetǁeeŶ IŶdia aŶd ChiŶa.

It is Ŷo ŵoƌe a seĐƌet that IŶdia aŶd ChiŶa ǁeƌe
loĐked iŶ a ϳϯ-daǇ staŶdoff iŶ Doklaŵ fƌoŵ JuŶe ϭϲ
last Ǉeaƌ till August Ϯϴ, ϮϬϭϲ ǁheŶ the IŶdiaŶ aƌŵǇ
foƌĐe-stopped ƌoad ĐoŶstƌuĐtioŶ ǁoƌk uŶdeƌtakeŶ ďǇ
ChiŶa iŶ the disputed aƌea. IŶ ƌespoŶse to the
aggƌessiǀe iŶteŶt of ChiŶa the IŶdiaŶ aƌŵǇ iŶĐƌeased
the deploǇŵeŶt of tƌoops sigŶifiĐaŶtlǇ iŶ aŶd aƌouŶd
all the stƌategiĐallǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt aƌeas, iŶĐludiŶg a tƌi-
juŶĐtioŶ ďetǁeeŶ IŶdia, ChiŶa aŶd MǇaŶŵaƌ. AŶ aƌŵǇ
offiĐial disĐlosed that theƌe is a Ŷeed foƌ IŶdia to
eŶhaŶĐe its ƌoad Ŷetǁoƌk foƌ ƋuiĐk ŵoǀeŵeŶts of
tƌoops to appƌopƌiatelǇ ƌespoŶd to ChiŶa͛s
iŶfƌastƌuĐtuƌe deǀelopŵeŶt aloŶg IŶdia͛s ďoƌdeƌ,
paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ iŶ the TiďetaŶ ƌegioŶ. At pƌeseŶt the aƌŵǇ
uses a foot suspeŶsioŶ ďƌidge to ĐaƌƌǇ its ŵilitaƌǇ
supplies to its K iďithu post, ĐoŶsideƌed ǀeƌǇ
iŵpoƌtaŶt fƌoŵ opeƌatioŶal poiŶt of ǀieǁ, as the oŶlǇ
ƌoad ĐoŶŶeĐtiŶg the east ďaŶk of Lohit ƌiǀeƌ ǁith ǁest
ďaŶk ƌeŵaiŶs Đlosed due to laŶdslides foƌ ŵost paƌt
of the Ǉeaƌ. The IŶdiaŶ AƌŵǇ is deteƌŵiŶed to ƌeŵedǇ
the situatioŶ aŶd giǀe a fittiŶg ƌeplǇ to the ChiŶese
aƌŵǇ iŶ the eǀeŶt of a shoǁdoǁŶ.

IŶdia Đoŵďat ƌeadǇ iŶ AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh
***************************************************************************************
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Assaŵ, though Ŷot Ǉet ďeeŶ ďƌaŶded as the hotďed
of Đƌiŵe aŶd the ĐƌiŵiŶal aĐtiǀities, ďut it is defiŶitelǇ
pƌogƌessiŶg toǁaƌds that destiŶatioŶ. This is peƌhaps
ŵaiŶlǇ due to   the failuƌe of the State ŵeĐhaŶisŵ to
safeguaƌd the digŶitǇ of ǁoŵeŶ. If this happeŶs it
ǁill ďe a sad daǇ foƌ Assaŵ ǁhiĐh is tƌaditioŶallǇ
kŶoǁŶ foƌ puttiŶg ǁoŵeŶ oŶ a high pedestal,

 NatioŶal Cƌiŵe ReĐoƌds Buƌeau ;NCRBͿ has
ƌeĐeŶtlǇ disĐlosed that ĐoŶǀiĐtioŶ ƌates oŶ Đases
ƌelatiŶg to Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ iŶ Assaŵ ǁeƌe ϮϬ.ϱ
peƌ ĐeŶt, ϭϵ.ϱ peƌ ĐeŶt aŶd ϭϲ.Ϯ peƌ ĐeŶt iŶ ϮϬϭϰ, ϮϬϭϱ
aŶd ϮϬϭϲ ƌespeĐtiǀelǇ. The statistiĐs foƌ the saŵe Ǉeaƌ
ƌeǀeals that the ŶatioŶal ĐoŶǀiĐtioŶ ƌates oŶ the saŵe
kiŶds of Đƌiŵes ǁeƌe Ϯϴ peƌ ĐeŶt, Ϯϵ.ϰ peƌ ĐeŶt aŶd
Ϯϱ.ϱ peƌ ĐeŶt ƌespeĐtiǀelǇ. Fƌoŵ the statistiĐs aǀailaďle
it is ǀeƌǇ eǀideŶt that the ĐoŶǀiĐtioŶ ƌates of people
ĐoŵŵittiŶg Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ iŶ Assaŵ aƌe
ĐoŶsideƌaďlǇ ďeloǁ the ŶatioŶal aǀeƌage. The figuƌes
oŶ Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ĐoŶǀiĐtioŶ ƌates foƌ ϮϬϭϳ
aƌe Ǉet to ďe ŵade puďliĐ ďǇ the NCRB. AĐĐoƌdiŶg to
the NCRB ƌepoƌts, Assaŵ had ƌegisteƌed ϭϵ,ϭϲϵ Đases
of Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ iŶ ϮϬϭϰ. Assaŵ PoliĐe had
aƌƌested Ϯϳ,ϲϲϳ people iŶ ĐoŶŶeĐtioŶ ǁith suĐh Đases;
out of ǁhiĐh oŶlǇ ϭϭ,ϵϰϯ ǁeƌe Đhaƌges sheeted aŶd
oŶlǇ ϱϱϲ ǁeƌe ĐoŶǀiĐted. 

IŶ ϮϬϭϱ, Ϯϯ,ϯϲϱ Đases of Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ ǁeƌe
ƌegisteƌed iŶ diffeƌeŶt paƌts of Assaŵ, aŶd poliĐe
aƌƌested ϮϮ,ϴϲϳ people. Out of those aƌƌested, ϭϮ,ϱϵϯ
ǁeƌe Đhaƌge sheeted aŶd oŶlǇ ϳϴϭ ǁeƌe ĐoŶǀiĐted. 
The sĐeŶe ŵoƌe oƌ less ƌeŵaiŶed saŵe ǁith the poliĐe
ƌegisteƌiŶg ϮϬ,ϴϲϵ Đases of Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ iŶ
ϮϬϭϲ aŶd aƌƌested Ϯϭ,ϳϯϴ peopl, out of ǁhiĐh ϭϭ,ϱϴϵ

Assaŵ ŵust iŵpƌoǀe Đƌiŵe ĐoŶtƌol

people ǁeƌe Đhaƌge sheeted aŶd oŶlǇ ϰϳϱ ĐoŶǀiĐted.

While the eƌstǁhile CoŶgƌess ƌegiŵe failed to
iŶitiate stƌoŶg ŵeasuƌes to Đuƌď Đƌiŵes agaiŶst
ǁoŵeŶ, the State ĐoŶtiŶued to ƌeŵaiŶ uŶsafe foƌ
ǁoŵeŶ eǀeŶ ϮϬϭϲ. At least ϭ,ϱϱϮ ƌape Đases ǁeƌe
ƌegisteƌed iŶ the State iŶ ϮϬϭϲ-ϭϳ. Soŵe ϭ,ϰϱϳ ƌape
Đases ǁeƌe ƌeĐoƌded ďetǁeeŶ JaŶuaƌǇ ϮϬϭϳ aŶd
JaŶuaƌǇ ϮϬϭϴ. Out of the ϯ,ϬϬϵ ƌape Đases ƌepoƌted,
oŶlǇ ϭ,ϳϴϲ people haǀe ďeeŶ aƌƌested aŶd Đhaƌge
sheets ǁeƌe issued agaiŶst ϭ,ϲϵϳ. UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ oŶlǇ
ϳϲ haǀe ďeeŶ ĐoŶǀiĐted so faƌ. This data ǁas pƌoǀided
iŶ the State AsseŵďlǇ ƌeĐeŶtlǇ.

The oŶlǇ ƌaǇ hope ǁas seeŶ ǁheŶ the Chief
MiŶisteƌ of Assaŵ ƌeĐeŶtlǇ ǁƌote to the Chief JustiĐe
of Gauhati  High Couƌt ƌeƋuestiŶg hiŵ to set up fast-
tƌaĐk Đouƌts to ĐoŶduĐt tƌials agaiŶst those ĐoŵŵittiŶg
heiŶous Đƌiŵes suĐh as ƌape aŶd ŵuƌdeƌ agaiŶst
ǁoŵeŶ aŶd the HoŶ͛ďle Gauhati High Couƌt s͛ ƋuiĐk
ĐoŶseŶt to set up suĐh Đouƌts aĐƌoss the State. The
otheƌ eŶĐouƌagiŶg deǀelopŵeŶt iŶ this ĐoŶteǆt ǁas
the issuaŶĐe of adǀisoƌies to all States aŶd UŶioŶ
Teƌƌitoƌies oŶ Septeŵďeƌ ϰ, ϮϬϬϵ aŶd MaƌĐh ϮϬ aŶd
Apƌil ϭϮ iŶ ϮϬϭϱ to ĐoŶduĐt thoƌough iŶǀestigatioŶ of
suĐh Đases iŶ a ǀeƌǇ fast ŵaŶŶeƌ aŶd file Đhaƌge sheets
agaiŶst the aĐĐused ǁithiŶ thƌee ŵoŶths fƌoŵ the
dates of oĐĐuƌƌeŶĐe of suĐh Đƌiŵes. The MiŶistƌǇ had
siŵultaŶeouslǇ ǁaƌŶed that the ƋualitǇ of
iŶǀestigatioŶ of suĐh Đases ŵust Ŷot ďe diluted uŶdeƌ
aŶǇ ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes. UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ, as peƌ latest
ƌepoƌts, though uŶĐoŶfiƌŵed, it appeaƌs that the
adǀisoƌies of the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of IŶdia Đould ďƌiŶg little
ĐhaŶge iŶ Đƌiŵe sĐeŶaƌio of ouƌ state.

;ǁith ChiŶaͿ.͟   SeŶioƌ BhaƌatiǇa JaŶata PaƌtǇ leadeƌs,
iŶĐludiŶg UŶioŶ Cultuƌe MiŶisteƌ Mahesh Shaƌŵa,
atteŶded the iŶauguƌal eǀeŶt iŶ MĐLeodgaŶj aŶd
foƌŵeƌ Delhi Chief MiŶisteƌ Sheila Dikshit atteŶded
the eǀeŶt iŶ Neǁ Delhi, ǁhiĐh ǁas ŵaƌked ďǇ
eǆhiďitioŶs aŶd Đultuƌal pƌogƌaŵŵes.

The eǀeŶt iŶĐluded a ͞ThaŶk You IŶdia͟ soŶg
peƌfoƌŵed aŶd pƌoduĐed ďǇ aƌtistes of the TiďetaŶ
IŶstitute of PeƌfoƌŵiŶg Aƌts, a paŶel disĐussioŶ oŶ
͞IŶdia aŶd Tiďet: AŶĐieŶt Ties, CuƌƌeŶt BoŶds .͟ A daǇ-

loŶg filŵ festiǀal ǁas sĐheduled foƌ the seĐoŶd daǇ
of the eǀeŶt. ͞This is the Festiǀal of Tiďet. Mƌ. SaŶgaǇ
said that the ŵaiŶ foĐus ǁas oŶ shoǁĐasiŶg TiďetaŶ
aƌĐhiteĐtuƌe, aƌtifaĐts, ŵediĐiŶe, aŶd Buddhisŵ so that
the people iŶ IŶdia ĐaŶ see hoǁ ŵuĐh theǇ haǀe
helped us pƌeseƌǀe aŶd pƌoŵote ouƌ ĐiǀilizatioŶ,
Đultuƌe aŶd ideŶtitǇ.͟

The eǆpƌessioŶ of gƌatitude ďǇ the TiďetaŶ
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt-iŶ-eǆile ǁas ƌeallǇ touĐhiŶg aŶd deseƌǀes
ouƌ ǁholeheaƌted pƌaise aŶd ƌetuƌŶ ͚ThaŶk You Tiďet .͛
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IŶ the HolǇ laŶd of IŶdia, the Deǀi Sukta hǇŵŶ of
Rig Veda, a sĐƌiptuƌe of HiŶduisŵ, deĐlaƌes feŵiŶiŶe
eŶeƌgǇ as the esseŶĐe of the uŶiǀeƌse, the oŶe ǁho
Đƌeates all ŵatteƌ aŶd ĐoŶsĐiousŶess, the eteƌŶal aŶd
iŶfiŶite, the ŵetaphǇsiĐal aŶd eŵpiƌiĐal ƌealitǇ
;BƌahŵaŶͿ, the soul ;supƌeŵe selfͿ of eǀeƌǇthiŶg. The
ǁoŵaŶ is Đeleďƌated as the ŵost poǁeƌful aŶd the
eŵpoǁeƌiŶg foƌĐe iŶ the UpaŶishads, the Sastƌas aŶd
the PuƌaŶas, paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ the Deǀi UpaŶishad, the Deǀi
MahatŵǇa aŶd the Deǀi Bhagaǀata PuƌaŶa.  

UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ, iŶ spite of so ŵuĐh ƌeǀeƌeŶĐe, the
ǁoŵeŶ folk of IŶdia – the so Đalled Goddesses aƌe
still ďeiŶg ǀiĐtiŵized ďǇ the ŵasĐuliŶe foƌĐes. Male
ǀioleŶĐe aŶd atƌoĐities agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ haǀe ďeĐoŵe
a ǀeƌǇ ĐoŵŵoŶ pheŶoŵeŶa todaǇ. This ŵight Ŷot ďe
faĐed ďǇ eǀeƌǇ ǁoŵaŶ ďut the feaƌ of ǀioleŶĐe eǆists
aŶd pƌeǀails aŵidst all. The pƌoďleŵ of ǀioleŶĐe aŶd
atƌoĐities agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ iŶ IŶdia is a ďuƌŶiŶg issue
todaǇ, ǁhiĐh ĐaŶŶot ďe igŶoƌed at all. 

It is ĐoŵŵoŶ kŶoǁledge that ouƌ soĐietǇ is ŵale
doŵiŶated, aŶd siŶĐe deĐades ǁoŵeŶ haǀe ďeeŶ the
ǀiĐtiŵs of huŵiliatioŶ, phǇsiĐal toƌtuƌe, eǆploitatioŶ,
ƌape, ďoth phǇsiĐal aŶd ŵeŶtal haƌassŵeŶt etĐ. IŶ the
IŶdiaŶ soĐietǇ, the ǁoŵeŶ aƌe ĐoŶsideƌed as a Đhild
ďeaƌiŶg ŵaĐhiŶe, a house ŵakeƌ aŶd this tǇpe of
peƌĐeptioŶ haǀe ƌesulted iŶ eŵeƌgeŶĐe of ǀaƌious
soĐial disĐƌiŵiŶatioŶ aŶd aďusiǀe pƌaĐtiĐes.

As oŶ todaǇ, though the aďilitǇ aŶd ĐoŵpeteŶĐe of
ǁoŵeŶ aƌe ďeiŶg gƌaduallǇ ƌeĐogŶised aŶd theiƌ
iŵpoƌtaŶĐe foƌ the ŵeaŶiŶgful ƌole theǇ aƌe plaǇiŶg
iŶ the soĐietǇ is aĐkŶoǁledged, still soŵe of the Đƌuel
pƌaĐtiĐes ĐoŶtiŶue to thƌiǀe iŶ the soĐietǇ. IŶ spite of
the legislatiǀe ŵeasuƌes adopted iŶ faǀouƌ of ǁoŵeŶ
iŶ ouƌ soĐietǇ afteƌ IŶdepeŶdeŶĐe, the spƌead of
eduĐatioŶ aŶd ǁoŵeŶ͛s gƌadual eĐoŶoŵiĐ
iŶdepeŶdeŶĐe, ĐouŶtless ǁoŵeŶ still ĐoŶtiŶue to ďe
ǀiĐtiŵs of ǀioleŶĐe aŶd eǆtƌeŵe ĐƌueltǇ. Cƌiŵes like
disfiguƌeŵeŶt ďǇ thƌoǁiŶg aĐid, doǁƌǇ killiŶgs, Đhild
ŵaƌƌiage, doŵestiĐ ǀioleŶĐe, aŶd feŵale iŶfaŶtiĐide,
hoŶouƌ killiŶgs, aĐĐusatioŶs of ǁitĐhĐƌaft, ƌape, seǆual
haƌassŵeŶt, tƌaffiĐkiŶg etĐ aƌe Ƌuite ĐoŵŵoŶ.
Hoǁeǀeƌ, out of all those ŵeŶtioŶed aďoǀe, ƌapes

RisiŶg atƌoĐities oŶ ǁoŵeŶ

RilaŶjaŶa Talukdaƌ

aƌe statistiĐallǇ the highest. Rape iŶ IŶdia has ďeeŶ
desĐƌiďed as oŶe of IŶdia͛s ŵost ĐoŵŵoŶ Đƌiŵe
agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ, aŶd as peƌ UN s͛ HuŵaŶ Rights Chief
idt is a  a ͞ŶatioŶal pƌoďleŵ .͟  The dailǇ Ŷeǁspapeƌs,
ƌape ƌeaƌs its uglǇ head alŵost eǀeƌǇ daǇ.  Soŵetiŵes,
it is a ďƌutal ƌape aŶd ŵuƌdeƌ ďǇ a stƌaŶgeƌ, gaŶg ƌape
of a giƌl ďǇ heƌ aĐƋuaiŶtaŶĐes aŶd iŶ ŵaŶǇ Đases ƌape
of a giƌl ďǇ heƌ oǁŶ fatheƌ oƌ eldeƌlǇ ƌelatiǀes! 

IŶ ƌeĐeŶt Ǉeaƌs, theƌe has ďeeŶ aŶ alaƌŵiŶg ƌise iŶ
the iŶĐideŶts of ƌape iŶ IŶdia. It is ďeĐoŵiŶg suĐh a
ĐoŵŵoŶ Ŷeǁs todaǇ that ǁe haǀe ďeĐoŵe ďluŶt to a
gƌeat eǆteŶt aŶd paǇ little atteŶtioŶ to these
oĐĐuƌƌeŶĐes. VeƌǇ feǁ Đases aƌe ƌepoƌted aŶd
ƌegisteƌed iŶ poliĐe statioŶs, ǁhile a ǀast ŵajoƌitǇ of
the Đases go uŶƌepoƌted. A ƌeĐeŶt studǇ ƌeǀeals that
oŶlǇ fiǀe peƌ ĐeŶt of ǁoŵeŶ-ƌelated Đƌiŵes ƌeaĐh
poliĐe statioŶs iŶ ǀillages aŶd out of that iŶsigŶifiĐaŶt,
oŶlǇ ϯϬ peƌ ĐeŶt Đases aƌe ƌegisteƌed ďǇ poliĐe aŶd
aĐtioŶs aƌe takeŶ agaiŶst the aĐĐused. 

The daŶgeƌ that looŵ laƌge todaǇ iŶ IŶdia is that
IŶdiaŶ laǁs does Ŷot diffeƌeŶtiate ďetǁeeŶ ŵajoƌ aŶd
ŵiŶoƌ ƌapes. It does Ŷot take ĐogŶigeŶĐe of the faĐt
that iŶ eǀeƌǇ teŶ ƌape Đases, siǆ aƌe of ŵiŶoƌ giƌls.
ReĐoƌds ƌeǀeal that iŶ eǀeƌǇ seǀeŶ ŵiŶutes a Đƌiŵe is
Đoŵŵitted agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ iŶ IŶdia. EǀeƌǇ Ϯϲ ŵiŶutes
a ǁoŵaŶ is ŵolested. EǀeƌǇ ϯϰ ŵiŶutes a ƌape takes
plaĐe. EǀeƌǇ ϰϮ ŵiŶutes aŶ iŶĐideŶt of seǆual
haƌassŵeŶt oĐĐuƌs. EǀeƌǇ ϰϯ ŵiŶutes a ǁoŵaŶ is
kidŶapped. AŶd eǀeƌǇ ϵϯ ŵiŶutes a ǁoŵaŶ is ďuƌŶt
to death foƌ doǁƌǇ. OŶe-Ƌuaƌteƌ of the ƌepoƌted ƌapes
iŶǀolǀe giƌls uŶdeƌ the age of ϭϲ ďut the ǀast ŵajoƌitǇ
aƌe Ŷeǀeƌ ƌepoƌted. Although the peŶaltǇ is seǀeƌe,
ĐoŶǀiĐtioŶs aƌe sadlǇ ƌaƌe.

AgaiŶst the ďaĐkdƌop of suĐh hoƌƌifiĐ situatioŶ, oŶe
is Đoŵpelled to poŶdeƌ aďout the ƌeasoŶ ďehiŶd the
iŶĐƌeasiŶg ĐƌiŵiŶal aŶd ďaƌďaƌiĐ tƌeŶds aŵoŶgst the
IŶdiaŶ ŵales iŶ geŶeƌal aŶd the Ǉouths iŶ paƌtiĐulaƌ.
OŶe ŵost plausiďle ƌeasoŶ that Đoŵes to ŵiŶd is
peƌhaps ouƌ fast aĐĐeptaŶĐe of the gloďalizatioŶ aŶd
ƌapid adoptioŶ ǁesteƌŶ ǁaǇ of life.

NoŶe ĐaŶ peƌhaps deŶǇ that gloďalizatioŶ has
Đaused a sigŶifiĐaŶt ĐhaŶge iŶ the IŶdiaŶ Đultuƌe aŶd
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the soĐial ethos. Late Ŷight paƌtǇ Đultuƌe, disĐos, datiŶg
Đluďs, fashioŶ shoǁs aŶd ďeautǇ pageaŶts haǀe
iŶĐƌeased ŵaŶifold iŶ past ϭϬ Ǉeaƌs. Satellite aŶd
Đaďle TV ĐhaŶŶels aŶd poƌŶ ǁeďsites haǀe gƌoǁŶ aŶd
aƌe ďƌoadĐastiŶg alŵost uŶĐeŶsoƌed ǀideos.
SiŵultaŶeouslǇ, theƌe is a huge iŶĐƌease iŶ
poƌŶogƌaphǇ ŵateƌials, ďoth iŶ CDs aŶd oŶ IŶteƌŶet.
The IŶdiaŶ eŶteƌtaiŶŵeŶt iŶdustƌǇ ;ŶatioŶal aŶd
ƌegioŶalͿ aŶd ŵedia ǁhiĐh haǀe aĐĐess ŶeaƌlǇ to eǀeƌǇ
hoŵe, pƌeseŶt ďold sĐeŶes aŶd seŵi-ŶuditǇ as fashioŶ
aŶd sǇŵďol of higheƌ lifestǇle. The Ǉouths aƌe heaǀilǇ
gettiŶg addiĐted to dƌugs aŶd otheƌ iŶtoǆiĐaŶt stuffs.
The Ǉouths aƌe highlǇ iŶflueŶĐed ďǇ the supeƌfiĐial
glitteƌs of the ǁesteƌŶ Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶs ǁheƌeas
the good aŶd ĐoŶstƌuĐtiǀe aspeĐts of ǁesteƌŶ Đultuƌe
suĐh as disĐipliŶe, haƌd ǁoƌk, dediĐatioŶ, toleƌaŶĐe,
tƌaŶspaƌeŶĐǇ, hoŶestǇ, aǀoidaŶĐe of ĐoƌƌuptioŶ etĐ aƌe
ďeiŶg ŶegleĐted.

It is high tiŵe to ƌaise ǀoiĐe aŶd fight agaiŶst
atƌoĐities agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ. It is tiŵe to ŵake people,
espeĐiallǇ the Ǉouth uŶdeƌstaŶd  that atƌoĐities agaiŶst
ǁoŵeŶ is a Đƌuel aŶd ǁiĐked aĐt agaiŶst a ǁoŵaŶ
ǁhiĐh Đauses eŵotioŶal aŶd phǇsiĐal iŶjuƌǇ oƌ ďoth,
Ŷot oŶlǇ to heƌ ďodǇ ďut to heƌ psǇĐhe as ǁell.
EffeĐtiǀe ŵeasuƌes should also ďe takeŶ to eƌadiĐate
ǀioleŶĐe agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ ďǇ eŶaĐtiŶg appƌopƌiate laǁs

aŶd eŶfoƌĐiŶg the eǆistiŶg laǁs that aƌe iŶteŶded to
pƌoteĐt ǁoŵeŶ fƌoŵ disĐƌiŵiŶatioŶ aŶd ǀioleŶĐe,
iŶĐludiŶg ƌape, phǇsiĐal aŶd ǀeƌďal aďuse, ŵutilatioŶ,
toƌtuƌe, hoŶouƌ killiŶg aŶd tƌaffiĐkiŶg. 

At the saŵe tiŵe fiŶaŶĐial suppoƌt should also ďe
eǆteŶded to ŵake the feŵale ŵeŵďeƌs of ouƌ soĐietǇ
iŶdepeŶdeŶt, eduĐated aŶd self ƌeliaŶt. TheǇ should
ďe eŶĐouƌaged aŶd eŵpoǁeƌed to fight eaƌlǇ aŶd
foƌĐed ŵaƌƌiages, oďtaiŶ good aŶd effeĐtiǀe
eduĐatioŶ, paƌtiĐipate iŶ the politiĐal aĐtiǀities aŶd
eĐoŶoŵiĐ deǀelopŵeŶt pƌoĐess aŶd siŵultaŶeouslǇ
eduĐate the puďliĐ aďout the Ŷeed of self defeŶĐe
tƌaiŶiŶgs foƌ giƌls iŶ the sĐhools aŶd Đolleges aŶd the
ďoldŶess to faĐe the ďƌutes.

 IŶdia Ŷeeds to listeŶ to the ǀoiĐes of its ǁoŵeŶ.
Though theƌe is gƌoǁiŶg aǁaƌeŶess aŵoŶgst ǁoŵeŶ
iŶ geŶeƌal aďout theiƌ ƌespoŶse to seǆual ǀioleŶĐe,
soŵe people ǁith aŶiŵal iŶstiŶĐts aƌe Ŷot ƌeadǇ to
aĐĐept ǁoŵeŶ͛s iŶĐƌeasiŶg asseƌtiǀeŶess, aŶd theǇ
use heiŶous ǁaǇs to puŶish theŵ. UŶtil aŶd uŶless
the peƌĐeptioŶ that ͞ǁoŵeŶ is a thiŶg of eŶjoǇŵeŶt
aŶd aŶ iŶstƌuŵeŶt of eŶteƌtaiŶŵeŶt͟ is ĐhalleŶged
to its Đoƌe, this epideŵiĐ of ǀioleŶĐe ǁill Ŷeǀeƌ Đease. 

;The ǁƌiteƌ ŵaǇ ďe ƌeaĐhed at
ƌilaŶjaŶa.talukdaƌ@gŵail.ĐoŵͿ

The Assaŵ State DiƌeĐtoƌate of Spoƌts aŶd Youth
Welfaƌe ƌeĐeŶtlǇ oƌgaŶized a thƌee-daǇ loŶg Assaŵ
IŶdigeŶous Gaŵes Festiǀal to highlight aŶd hold
seǀeƌal iŶdigeŶous gaŵes of the state.

Chief MiŶisteƌ Sƌi SaƌďaŶaŶda SoŶoǁal
iŶauguƌated the fiƌst eǀeƌ Festiǀal at a fuŶĐtioŶ held
at Deshďhakta TaƌuŶ Raŵ PhookaŶ Stadiuŵ iŶ R. G.
Baƌuah Spoƌts Coŵpleǆ iŶ Guǁahati.

IŶ the Đouƌse of his iŶauguƌal speeĐh, Chief
MiŶisteƌ Sƌi SoŶoǁal said ͞It has ďeeŶ oŶe of the
eŶdeaǀouƌs of the pƌeseŶt State goǀeƌŶŵeŶt to
pƌoŵote the spoƌts ǁhiĐh aƌe ǀeƌǇ Đlose to ouƌ soĐio-
Đultuƌal life. It is oŶe of the guidiŶg foƌĐes foƌ the
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt to haǀe oƌgaŶised Assaŵ IŶdigeŶous
Gaŵes Festiǀal ϮϬϭϴ to giǀe due eǆposuƌe to ouƌ
spoƌtiŶg taleŶts ǁho otheƌǁise ƌeŵaiŶ aǁaǇ fƌoŵ the
spotlight.͟  He also said that Assaŵ IŶdigeŶous Gaŵes
Festiǀal ǁould pƌoǀide a fillip to stƌeŶgtheŶ soĐial

Assaŵ IŶdigeŶous Gaŵes Festiǀal

aŶd Đultuƌal ǀalues of the State. He fuƌtheƌ stated that
the festiǀal has ďƌought all the iŶdigeŶous spoƌtiŶg
taleŶts of the state oŶ oŶe platfoƌŵ ǁhiĐh aiŵs to
pƌoŵote aŶd stƌeŶgtheŶ fƌieŶdship aŶd Đaŵaƌadeƌie
aŵoŶg theŵ. At the saŵe tiŵe he also Đalled upoŶ
the people of the state to ŵake the gaŵes festiǀal a
gƌaŶd suĐĐess. He uƌged the ŶiŶe huŶdƌed paƌtiĐipaŶts
fƌoŵ ϯϯ distƌiĐts to eŶthusiastiĐallǇ take paƌt iŶ the
IŶdigeŶous Gaŵes Festiǀal ϮϬϭϴ aŶd uphold  the
spoƌtsŵaŶ spiƌit aŶd Assaŵ s͛ ƌiĐhŶess iŶ iŶdigeŶous
spoƌts. The Chief MiŶisteƌ Sƌi SoŶoǁal also ƌeleased a
speĐial souǀeŶiƌ ƌeleased to ŵaƌk the ĐoŵŵeŶĐeŵeŶt
of the gaŵes.

Sƌi Naďa Kuŵaƌ DoleǇ, MiŶisteƌ of State foƌ Spoƌts
aŶd Youth Welfaƌe also spoke oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ aŶd
gaǀe a ďƌief oǀeƌ ǀieǁ of all the sĐheŵes that the
State goǀeƌŶŵeŶt has takeŶ iŶ the last ϮϮ ŵoŶths iŶ
Assaŵ.

***************************************************************************************
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IŶ the ďaĐkdƌop of heighteŶed shadoǁ ďoǆiŶg
ǁith ChiŶa oŶ the LiŶe of AĐtual CoŶtƌol ;LACͿ,
stƌetĐhiŶg fƌoŵ Ladakh to AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, IŶdia
sloǁlǇ ďut steadilǇ addiŶg soŵe ŵuĐh-Ŷeeded ŵusĐle
to its ŵilitaƌǇ Đapaďilities all aloŶg the ϰ,Ϭϱϳ-kŵ loŶg
LAC to offset the staƌk ŵilitaƌǇ asǇŵŵetƌǇ ǁith its
laƌgest Ŷeighďouƌ. IŶ ϭϵϲϮ, IŶdia ǀiƌtuallǇ Đollapsed
due to ǁeak defeŶĐes aloŶg the ďoƌdeƌ, paltƌǇ Ŷuŵďeƌ
of tƌoops deploǇed iŶ isolated aŶd uŶĐooƌdiŶated
foƌǁaƌd posts, aŶd pooƌ ŵilitaƌǇ ĐoŵŵaŶd aŶd ĐoŶtƌol
stƌuĐtuƌes. The dauŶtiŶg ĐhalleŶge ďefoƌe the IŶdiaŶ
tƌoops at that poiŶt of ouƌ histoƌǇ ƌaŶged fƌoŵ fƌoŵ
laĐk of ƌeƋuisite ƌoads, ďƌidges aŶd iŶteƌ-ǀalleǇ
ĐoŶŶeĐtiǀitǇ to shoƌtages of aƌtilleƌǇ, heliĐopteƌs,
dƌoŶes aŶd speĐialised aŵŵuŶitioŶ stoĐks. TodaǇ it
is ϮϬϭϴ aŶd IŶdia is Ŷo loŶgeƌ the IŶdia of ϭϵϲϮ. This
ǁas aŵplǇ pƌoǀed afteƌ ChiŶa ǁas foƌĐed to ǁithdƌaǁ
its tƌoop fƌoŵ the ϳϯ-daǇ faĐe-off at Doklaŵ Ŷeaƌ the
Sikkiŵ-BhutaŶ-Tiďet tƌi-juŶĐtioŶ seǀeŶ ŵoŶths ago.

The ŵilitaƌǇ ŵight of IŶdia ǁas alŵost ŶoŶ-
eǆisteŶt pƌioƌ to the iŶǀasioŶ of IŶdia ďǇ ChiŶa iŶ ϭϵϲϮ.
IŶdia ƌelied too ŵuĐh oŶ ͚PaŶĐhasheel͛ aŶd ͚HiŶdi
ChiŶi Bhai Bhai͛ slogaŶ aŶd had to suffeƌ the
ĐoŶseƋueŶĐes. IŶ iŶteƌŶatioŶal ƌelatioŶs theƌe is Ŷo
plaĐe foƌ uŶĐoŶditioŶal faith oŶ a seŵi diĐtatoƌial
eǆpaŶsioŶist aŶd aggƌessiǀe ŶatioŶ aŶd leŶieŶt
haŶdliŶg of politiĐal ƌelatioŶs ǁith that ĐouŶtƌǇ. IŶdia
did eǆaĐtlǇ that aŶd had to paǇ the pƌiĐe. FoƌtuŶatelǇ,
IŶdia ƌealized its follǇ ďut it took soŵe tiŵe.

 The daŵage ĐoŶtƌol as ǁell as ƌejuǀeŶatioŶ of the
aƌŵed foƌĐes iŶ IŶdia ǁeƌe little sloǁ iŶitiallǇ ďut has
piĐked up fasteƌ paĐe duƌiŶg last feǁ Ǉeaƌs. The
opeƌatioŶal ƌeadiŶess aŶd tƌoop ŵoƌale is high, ǁith
IŶdia sloǁlǇ ďut steadilǇ addiŶg soŵe ŵuĐh-Ŷeeded
ŵusĐle to its ŵilitaƌǇ Đapaďilities all aloŶg the ϰ,Ϭϱϳ-
kŵ loŶg LAC to offset the staƌk ŵilitaƌǇ asǇŵŵetƌǇ
ǁith ChiŶa. The paĐe has ďeĐoŵe fasteƌ afteƌ the
People͛s LiďeƌatioŶ AƌŵǇ of ChiŶa oĐĐupied Noƌth
Doklaŵ thƌoughout the ǁiŶteƌ, eǀeŶ as it is
diseŶgaged fƌoŵ the aĐtual faĐe-off site oŶ BhutaŶese
teƌƌitoƌǇ.

Foƌ eǆaŵple, fouƌ iŶfaŶtƌǇ ŵouŶtaiŶ diǀisioŶs
;eaĐh ǁith oǀeƌ ϭϮ,ϬϬϬ soldieƌsͿ uŶdeƌ the ϯ Coƌps
;DiŵapuƌͿ aŶd ϰ Coƌps ;TezpuƌͿ, ǁith tǁo ŵoƌe

IŶdia ƌeadǇ to fleǆ ŵilitaƌǇ ŵusĐle

diǀisioŶs iŶ ƌeseƌǀe aƌe Ŷoǁ tasked foƌ the defeŶĐe
of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh aloŶe. The tƌoop deŶsitǇ at
TaǁaŶg, ǁhiĐh ChiŶa Đlaiŵs to ďe paƌt of south Tiďet,
is paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ high to thǁaƌt aŶǇ Ŷefaƌious desigŶs. A
seŶioƌ offiĐeƌ oǀeƌseeiŶg the foƌďiddiŶg fƌoŶtieƌ iŶ
the Kiďithu-WaloŶg seĐtoƌ asseƌted that ͞Ouƌ pƌiŵaƌǇ
task is to ŵaiŶtaiŶ the saŶĐtitǇ of the LAC aŶd
doŵiŶate the heights iŶ peaĐetiŵe, aŶd ďe ƌeadǇ foƌ
ǁaƌ if it s͛ thƌust oŶ us. We shall Ŷot alloǁ theŵ to
pass this tiŵe.͟

IŶdiaŶ tƌoops aƌe also ĐoŶduĐtiŶg loŶg-ƌaŶge
patƌols oŶ ƌoutiŶe ďasis, ǁhiĐh soŵetiŵes take up to
Ϯϴ-ϯϬ daǇs iŶ the haƌsh teƌƌaiŶ, to ͞phǇsiĐallǇ
doŵiŶate͟ disputed aƌeas aloŶg the LAC. IŶdia is also
ďaĐkiŶg its foot soldieƌs ǁith soŵe fiƌepoǁeƌ foƌ
Đƌediďle deteƌƌeŶĐe, fƌoŵ deploǇiŶg additioŶal T-ϳϮ
taŶks iŶ easteƌŶ Ladakh aŶd Sikkiŵ to the ϮϵϬ-kŵ
ƌaŶge BƌahMos supeƌsoŶiĐ ŵissiles
aŶd Bofoƌs hoǁitzeƌs iŶ AƌuŶaĐhal. The Sukhoi-ϯϬMKI
fighteƌ sƋuadƌoŶs iŶ the Noƌth-East ǁill also ďe
ďolsteƌed ǁith the fiƌst sƋuadƌoŶ of the spaŶkiŶg Ŷeǁ
Rafale jets, ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ also deliǀeƌ ŶuĐleaƌ ǁeapoŶs,
at Hasiŵaƌa ďǇ ϮϬϮϬ.

It is Ŷoǁ a ǁell-kŶoǁŶ faĐt that the eǆpaŶsioŶist
ChiŶa is fleǆiŶg its ŵusĐles. The Ŷuŵďeƌ of its
͞tƌaŶsgƌessioŶs͟ aĐƌoss the LAC ǁeŶt up to ϰϮϲ last
Ǉeaƌ, ǁith aƌouŶd half of theŵ ƌesultiŶg iŶ tƌoop faĐe-
offs, as Đoŵpaƌed to Ϯϳϯ iŶ ϮϬϭϲ. The upǁaƌd tƌeŶd
ĐoŶtiŶued iŶ ϮϬϭϴ too.

It is a ŵatteƌ gƌeat ƌejoiĐe that the ŶeǁlǇ ƌaised ϭϳ
MouŶtaiŶ Stƌike Coƌps aŶd assoĐiated uŶits, ǁith a
total of ϵϬ,Ϯϳϰ soldieƌs foƌ ͞ƋuiĐk-ƌeaĐtioŶ gƌouŶd
offeŶsiǀe Đapaďilities ǁill ďe fullǇ opeƌatioŶal ďǇ
ϮϬϮϭ-ϮϬϮϮ. Afteƌ the ϱϵ IŶfaŶtƌǇ DiǀisioŶ of the ϭϳ
Coƌps ďeĐaŵe fullǇ opeƌatioŶal at PaŶagaƌh ;West
BeŶgalͿ, the ϳϮ IŶfaŶtƌǇ DiǀisioŶ pƌoposed to ďe
headƋuaƌteƌed iŶ DehƌaduŶ is Ŷoǁ takiŶg shape, ǁith
its fiƌst ďƌigade to ďe ƌaised at Rooƌkee ďǇ Apƌil, ϮϬϭϴ.

The ŵilitaƌǇ deďaĐle of ϭϵϲϮϯ happeŶed ďeĐause
ǁe ǁeƌe gƌosslǇ uŶpƌepaƌed. We aƌe Ŷo loŶgeƌ
uŶpƌepaƌed oƌ ďliŶd iŶ teƌŵs of suƌǀeillaŶĐe, as ǁe
ǁeƌe eǀeŶ ϭϱ Ǉeaƌs ago aŶd haǀe eŶough ďoots oŶ
the gƌouŶd to pƌeǀeŶt aŶǇ ŵisadǀeŶtuƌe ďǇ the
ChiŶese aƌŵǇ.
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IŶdiaŶ athletes had a good tiŵe at the Ϯϭst
editioŶ of the CoŵŵoŶǁealth Gaŵes at Gold Coast,
Austƌal ia, though it fai led to top the Đhaƌt, it
estaďlished i ts ĐƌedeŶtials Ƌuite eŵphatiĐal lǇ.
MaŶipuƌ ǁoŵeŶ plaǇed a ǀital ƌole iŶ this ƌegaƌd.

Staƌ ǁeightlifteƌ Saikhoŵ Miƌaďai ChaŶu, ǁho
ǁoƌks iŶ the Noƌtheast FƌoŶtieƌ RailǁaǇ
headƋuaƌteƌs at MaligaoŶ iŶ Guǁahati, ǁoŶ the fiƌst
gold foƌ IŶdia at the Ϯϭst editioŶ of the
CoŵŵoŶǁealth Gaŵes at Gold Coast ǁith a poǁeƌ-
paĐked peƌfoƌŵaŶĐe iŶ the ǁoŵeŶ͛s ϰϴ kg ĐategoƌǇ.
The MaŶipuƌi poǁeƌhouse – a ĐhaŵpioŶ iŶ last
Ǉeaƌ ͛s Woƌld ChaŵpioŶships held iŶ the USA,
suĐĐeeded iŶ settiŶg Gaŵes aŶd CoŵŵoŶǁealth
ƌeĐoƌds iŶ the sŶatĐh, ĐleaŶ aŶd jeƌk as ǁell as the
total. She ƌegisteƌed ϴϲ kg iŶ the sŶatĐh aŶd ϭϭϬ kg
iŶ ĐleaŶ aŶd jeƌk foƌ a total of ϭϵϲ kg. IŶ heƌ
doŵiŶaŶt displaǇ of pƌoǁess as a ǁƌestleƌ she
sŵashed ƌeĐoƌds iŶ eaĐh of heƌ siǆ l ifts iŶ the
ĐoŵpetitioŶ aŶd helped iŶ ĐƌeatiŶg ϭϱ Ŷeǁ ƌeĐoƌds
– ŶiŶe CoŵŵoŶǁealth Gaŵes ƌeĐoƌds aŶd thƌee
CoŵŵoŶǁealth ƌeĐoƌds aŶd thƌee ŶatioŶal ƌeĐoƌds.
Miƌaďai ChaŶu ďegaŶ oŶ a ƌousiŶg Ŷote ďǇ ďƌeakiŶg
the eǆistiŶg Gaŵes ƌeĐoƌd ǁith a lift of ϴϬ kg. She
ǁeŶt oŶ to ďƌeak the ƌeĐoƌd aŶotheƌ tǁo tiŵes ǁith
suĐĐessful atteŵpts of ϴϰ kg aŶd ϴϲ kg, the latteƌ
ďeiŶg heƌ Ŷeǁ peƌsoŶal ďest. ChaŶu staƌted the
ĐleaŶ aŶd jeƌk sessioŶ iŶ a siŵilaƌ fashioŶ, liftiŶg
ϭϬϯ kg iŶ heƌ fi ƌst atteŵpt to take the lead
stƌaightaǁaǇ. While aŶotheƌ suĐĐessful lift of ϭϬϳ
kg ĐoŶsolidated heƌ positioŶ, she ǁeŶt oŶ to post a
Ŷeǁ peƌsoŶal ďest ǁith ϭϭϬ kg iŶ heƌ thiƌd aŶd fiŶal
atteŵpt to Đlose off a stellaƌ peƌfoƌŵaŶĐe. Pƌiŵe
MiŶisteƌ NaƌeŶdƌa Modi todaǇ ĐoŶgƌatulated ChaŶu
foƌ ǁiŶŶiŶg IŶdia͛s f iƌst ŵedal  iŶ the
CoŵŵoŶǁealth Gaŵes.  He tǁeeted -
͞CoŶgƌatulatioŶs to Saikhoŵ Miƌaďai ChaŶu foƌ
ǁiŶŶiŶg IŶdia͛s fiƌst gold at the CW ϮϬϭϴ gaŵes aŶd
ďƌeakiŶg thƌee CWG ƌeĐoƌds. IŶdia is delighted ďǇ
these aĐhieǀeŵeŶts.͟

ChaŶu, the ƌeigŶiŶg ǁoƌld ĐhaŵpioŶ thus ǁiped
out the pƌeǀious Gaŵes ƌeĐoƌd of ϭϳϱ kg set ďǇ
Nigeƌia͛s AugustiŶa Nǁaokolo at the ϮϬϭϬ editioŶ

WoŵeŶ ǁeightlifteƌs of MaŶipuƌ shiŶe at CoŵŵoŶǁealth Gaŵes

ďǇ a ĐoŶsideƌaďle distaŶĐe. ChaŶu͛s pƌeǀious
peƌsoŶal ďest ǁas ϭϵϰ kg ǁhiĐh she had set duƌiŶg
heƌ title-ǁiŶŶiŶg ƌuŶ at the Woƌld ChaŵpioŶships
iŶ ϮϬϭϳ. At Gold Coast, Maƌie HaŶitƌa of Mauƌitius
fiŶished a distaŶt seĐoŶd ǁith a total lift of ϭϳϬ kg,
ǁhile DiŶusha Goŵes of Sƌi LaŶka took the ďƌoŶze
ǁith aŶ effoƌt of ϭϱϱ kg.

AŶotheƌ MaŶipuƌi spoƌtspeƌsoŶ Miss
KhuŵukĐhaŵ SaŶjita ChaŶu also ĐoŶtƌiďuted iŶ
iŶflatiŶg the ŵedal  tal lǇ  of IŶdia.  The staƌ
ǁeightlifteƌ lifted a total of ϭϵϮ kg ;ϴϰ kg iŶ sŶatĐh
aŶd ϭϬϴ kg iŶ ĐleaŶ aŶd jeƌkͿ iŶ the ǁoŵeŶ͛s ϱϯ kg
ĐategoƌǇ oŶ the seĐoŶd daǇ of the CoŵŵoŶǁealth
Gaŵes ϮϬϭϴ at Gold Coast iŶ Austƌalia to ǁiŶ the
gold ŵedal. She gaǀe IŶdia its seĐoŶd gold ŵedal
ďǇ doŵiŶatiŶg the ǁoŵeŶ͛s ϱϯkg eǀeŶt at the
Caƌƌaƌa Spoƌts aŶd Leisuƌe CeŶtƌe oŶ the seĐoŶd
daǇ of the Gaŵes. BaĐk at the ǀeŶue ǁheƌe last
Ǉeaƌ she ǁoŶ the gold iŶ the CoŵŵoŶǁealth
WeightliftiŶg ChaŵpioŶships, the Ϯϰ-Ǉeaƌ-old fƌoŵ
MaŶipuƌ ďƌoke the eǆistiŶg CWG ƌeĐoƌd ǁith a lift
of ϴϰkg iŶ the sŶatĐh ĐategoƌǇ aŶd theŶ lifted ϭϬϴ
iŶ the ĐleaŶ aŶd jeƌk to fiŶish ǁith a ĐoŵďiŶed
effoƌt of ϭϵϮkg.

IŶspiƌed ďǇ the iĐoŶiĐ N KuŶjaƌaŶi Deǀi  of
MaŶipuƌ, SaŶjita ChaŶu took up ǁeightliftiŶg as heƌ
ĐhoseŶ field of spoƌts. She ŵade headliŶes afteƌ
ǁiŶŶiŶg gold at the ϮϬϬϵ seŶioƌ ŶatioŶals ďefoƌe
gƌaďďiŶg a ďƌoŶze at the AsiaŶ Weightli ftiŶg
ChaŵpioŶships iŶ ϮϬϭϭ. IŶ ϮϬϭϮ, she ǁoŶ gold at
the CoŵŵoŶǁealth WeightliftiŶg ChaŵpioŶships.
At the ϮϬϭϰ CWG, at just ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs of age, SaŶjita
ǁoŶ gold oǀeƌ Miƌaďai ChaŶu ǁith a total lift of ϭϳϯ
kg ǁhiĐh ǁas just tǁo kgs shoƌt of the Gaŵes ƌeĐoƌd.
SaŶjita ďooked a spot at the ϮϬϭϴ CWG afteƌ takiŶg
gold iŶ the ǁoŵeŶ͛s ϱϯkg ǁith a total lift of ϭϵϱ kg
;ϴϱkg+ϭϭϬkgͿ at the CoŵŵoŶǁealth SeŶioƌ ;ŵeŶ
aŶd ǁoŵeŶͿ WeightliftiŶg ChaŵpioŶships.

IŶ total, ϮϮϳ IŶdiaŶ athletes took paƌt iŶ the Ϯϭst
CoŵŵoŶǁealth Gaŵes iŶ Gold Coast aŵoŶgst
ǁhoŵ Sushil Kuŵaƌ, MaƌǇ Koŵ, PV SiŶdhu, SaiŶa
Nehǁal ǁeƌe soŵe of IŶdia͛s top ŵedal ǁiŶŶeƌs.
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AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, a state iŶhaďited ďǇ ŵoƌe
thaŶ Ϯϲ ŵajoƌ tƌiďes aŶd ŵoƌe thaŶ ϭϬϬ suď tƌiďes
is tƌulǇ a ŵeltiŶg pot of diǀeƌse tƌaditioŶs aŶd
Đultuƌes. Despite the diǀeƌsitǇ aŶd distiŶĐtlǇ
diffeƌeŶt Đultuƌes aŶd tƌaditioŶs, theǇ haǀe liǀed
peaĐefullǇ ƌespeĐtiŶg eaĐh otheƌ͛s Đultuƌes.

The MopiŶ Festiǀal, ǁhiĐh is aĐtuallǇ aŶ aŶŶual
haƌǀest festiǀal  of the Galo ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ of
AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, is todaǇ ĐoŶsideƌed ŵoƌe as a
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ festiǀal aŶd the gaietǇ aŶd feƌǀouƌ
assoĐiated ǁith it eŶĐoŵpasses all the iŶdigeŶous
people of the state.

OŶ ThuƌsdaǇ, the ϱth Apƌi l, ϮϬϭϴ, the aŶŶual
haƌǀest festiǀal MopiŶ ǁas Đeleďƌated aĐƌoss the
State ǁith tƌaditioŶal gaietǇ aŶd ƌeligious feƌǀouƌ.
AtteŶdiŶg the MopiŶ ĐeleďƌatioŶ at ItaŶagaƌ, Chief
MiŶisteƌ Sƌi Peŵa KhaŶdu, lauded the eldeƌs of
Galo ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ foƌ pƌeseƌǀiŶg theiƌ ƌiĐh Đultuƌe
aŶd tƌaditioŶ aŶd passiŶg it doǁŶ to the ǇouŶgeƌ
geŶeƌatioŶ. He aŶŶouŶĐed that the State
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt is ǁoƌkiŶg haƌd foƌ pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of
iŶdigeŶous faith aŶd Đultuƌe aŶd has alloĐated Rs ϲ
Đƌoƌes foƌ ĐeleďƌatiŶg all iŶdigeŶous festiǀals, ǁhiĐh
is a huge iŶĐƌease fƌoŵ eaƌlieƌ alloĐatioŶ of Rs ϭ.ϱ
Đƌoƌes peƌ aŶuŵ. This fuŶd ǁill ďe disďuƌsed to all
distƌiĐts aŶd theŶ to all  ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ďased
oƌgaŶisatioŶs. The Chief MiŶisteƌ iŶ his speeĐh, also
stƌessed oŶ the Ŷeed foƌ pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of the
iŶdigeŶous laŶguages, ǁhiĐh he felt is the ƌoot of
Đultuƌal fouŶdatioŶ of a ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. He added that
to aĐhieǀe this loftǇ goal  his GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt has
alloĐated Rs ϭ Đƌoƌe aŶd plaĐed it at the disposal of
the ReseaƌĐh DepaƌtŵeŶt to studǇ the status of
diffeƌeŶt dialeĐts iŶ the State iŶ ǀieǁ of UNESCO
ĐategoƌisiŶg Ϯϲ of theŵ as highlǇ eŶdaŶgeƌed.

The MopiŶ festiǀal ǁas siŵilaƌlǇ oďseƌǀed at
ǀaƌious otheƌ plaĐes aĐƌoss AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh ǁith
spoŶtaŶeous gaietǇ aŶd feƌǀoƌ.

The goldeŶ juďilee ĐeleďƌatioŶ of the MopiŶ
festiǀal ǁas oďseƌǀed at Kaŵďa iŶ West SiaŶg
distƌiĐt, ǁheƌe UŶioŶ MiŶisteƌ of State foƌ Hoŵe
Affaiƌs KiƌeŶ Rijiju joiŶed the festiǀities. At Aalo
of the saŵe distƌiĐt, Spoƌts & Youth Affaiƌs

MopiŶ festiǀal Đeleďƌated

PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ Sƌi NǇaŵaƌ Kaƌďak took
paƌt iŶ the festiǀities. IŶ his addƌess to the laƌge
gatheƌiŶg he stated that ͞Festiǀals shoǁĐase ouƌ
ƌiĐh Đultuƌe aŶd distiŶĐt ideŶtitǇ, aŶd eǀeƌǇ ŵeŵďeƌ
of the soĐietǇ, iƌƌespeĐtiǀe of ƌeligious affiŶities,
should Đeleďƌate theŵ.͟ He also adǀoĐated
doĐuŵeŶtatioŶ of the Galo Đultuƌe aŶd pƌeseƌǀiŶg
it foƌ futuƌe geŶeƌatioŶs aŶd said that ͞Festiǀals
should aĐt as a platfoƌŵ to ďƌiŶg oŶeŶess, ŵutual
tƌust, goodǁill aŶd uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg aŵoŶg ǀaƌious
ĐoŵŵuŶities,͟ he added.  MopiŶ Festiǀal
CeleďƌatioŶ Coŵŵittee PƌesideŶt Sƌi Doli LolleŶ
aŶd SeĐƌetaƌǇ Sƌi Geŵaƌ Padu spoke oŶ the histoƌǇ
aŶd ŵǇthologiĐal aspeĐts of MopiŶ, aŶd uƌged the
paƌtiĐipaŶts to ͞ƌise aďoǀe soĐial  taďoo aŶd
paƌtiĐipate iŶ suĐh ĐeleďƌatioŶ.͟

At Pasighat iŶ East SiaŶg distƌiĐt, the thƌee-daǇ
MopiŶ ĐeleďƌatioŶ ĐoŶĐluded oŶ SatuƌdaǇ, the ϳth

Apƌil,  ϮϬϭϴ eǀeŶiŶg spƌeadiŶg the ŵessage of
peaĐe, ďƌotheƌhood aŶd pƌospeƌitǇ.  Cultuƌal
peƌfoƌŵaŶĐes, iŶĐludiŶg tƌaditioŶal daŶĐes aŶd folk
ŵusiĐ, aloŶg ǁith eǆotiĐ ĐuisiŶe aŶd ǀaƌious
ĐoŵpetitioŶs ŵaƌked the ĐeleďƌatioŶ. OŶ FƌidaǇ
the ϲth Apƌi l , ϮϬϭϴ eǀeŶiŶg, ŵeŵďeƌs of the
Pasighat CeŶtƌal MopiŶ CeleďƌatioŶ Coŵŵittee
;CMCCͿ aŶd a tƌoupe fƌoŵ Aalo thƌil led the
audieŶĐe at the DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ͛s ƌesideŶĐe
ǁith theiƌ ŵelodious soŶgs aŶd tƌaditioŶal Popiƌ
daŶĐes. DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ of Pasighat Sƌi
TaŵiǇo Tatak iŶ his ŵessage uƌged the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
to adheƌe to its age-old Đustoŵs aŶd eǆpƌessed
gƌatitude to the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ foƌ ͚ĐeleďƌatiŶg the
festiǀal iŶ a ďefittiŶg ŵaŶŶeƌ foƌ soĐial uŶitǇ.͛ Sƌi
Tatak eǆpƌessed hope that suĐh ĐeleďƌatioŶ ǁould
ďƌiŶg good luĐk aŶd pƌospeƌitǇ, aloŶg ǁith good
haƌǀest aŶd ƌelief fƌoŵ diseases, Đalaŵities aŶd eǀil
spiƌits. ShoǁĐasiŶg aŶ aŵaziŶg aƌƌaǇ of ƌitualistiĐ
aŶd Đultuƌal aĐtiǀities foƌ thƌee ĐoŶseĐutiǀe daǇs,
the people pƌaǇed foƌ ďlessiŶgs fƌoŵ AŶe MopiŶ
foƌ a ďuŵpeƌ haƌǀest, ĐoŵŵuŶal haƌŵoŶǇ, aŶd
good health foƌ all.  The ĐeleďƌatioŶ of the festiǀal
ǁas oƌgaŶised ďǇ the CMCC-ϮϬϭϴ, uŶdeƌ the
ĐhaiƌŵaŶship of ADC Mƌ. Tatdo BoƌaŶg.
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Assaŵ, oŶĐe the ŵost peaĐeful aŶd ĐultuƌallǇ
oƌieŶted state iŶ IŶdia, is Ŷoǁ fast pƌogƌessiŶg toǁaƌds
aŶaƌĐhǇ, Đaused ŵostlǇ ďǇ juǀeŶile deliŶƋueŶts aŶd
uŶdeƌage ĐƌiŵiŶals. The offiĐial ƌeĐoƌds of the Assaŵ
PoliĐe ƌeǀeals that duƌiŶg the past siǆ Ǉeaƌs the Ŷuŵďeƌ
of ͚juǀeŶiles͛ as ͚ĐƌiŵiŶals͛ aŶd the ͚ŵiŶoƌs͛ as ͚ǀiĐtiŵs͛
haǀe iŶĐƌeased ŵaŶifold. A seŶioƌ offiĐial iŶ the Đƌiŵe
ďƌaŶĐh of the State poliĐe foƌĐe has said that ǁheŶ the
ƌeĐoƌds of Đƌiŵes of the past siǆ Ǉeaƌs iŶ the State aƌe
eǆaŵiŶed, it ďeĐoŵes ĐƌǇstal Đleaƌ that ŵost of the
peƌsoŶs ǁho Đoŵŵitted the Đƌiŵes aƌe juǀeŶile
deliŶƋueŶts. The staƌk ƌealitǇ is that ŵost of the ǀiĐtiŵs
of the Đƌiŵes aƌe also ŵiŶoƌs. The latest eǆaŵple of
this tƌeŶd ĐaŶ ďe ĐleaƌlǇ uŶdeƌstood if ǁe aŶalǇze the
ƌeĐeŶt iŶĐideŶt of ƌape of a ŵiŶoƌ giƌl iŶ Batadƌaďa iŶ
NagaoŶ DistƌiĐt, iŶ ǁhiĐh tǁo of the thƌee Ǉouths ǁho
had Đoŵŵitted the Đƌiŵe ǁeƌe ŵiŶoƌs.

AĐĐoƌdiŶg Đƌiŵe ƌepoƌts of the Assaŵ PoliĐe foƌ
ϮϬϭϬ-ϮϬϭϲ, as ŵaŶǇ as ϭ,Ϯϳϱ Đases agaiŶst ƌape of ŵiŶoƌ
giƌls ǁeƌe ƌegisteƌed iŶ the State. ͞While ϯϵ Đases of
ƌape of ŵiŶoƌ giƌls ǁeƌe ƌegisteƌed iŶ ϮϬϭϬ, ϰϬ suĐh
Đases ǁeƌe ƌegisteƌed iŶ ϮϬϭϭ.  The Ŷuŵďeƌ of suĐh
Đases suddeŶlǇ ƌose to ϯϯϯ iŶ ϮϬϭϮ, ϮϯϬ iŶ ϮϬϭϯ, Ϯϳϭ iŶ
ϮϬϭϰ, ϰϮ iŶ ϮϬϭϱ aŶd ϰϲϰ iŶ ϮϬϭϲ.͟

The statistiĐs of Đƌiŵe iŶ Assaŵ is ǀeƌǇ alaƌŵiŶg. IŶ
the past siǆ Ǉeaƌs, ϵϴ of the ƌape ǀiĐtiŵs ǁeƌe of the
age gƌoup ϲ-ϭϮ Ǉeaƌs, ϰϬϳ ǀiĐtiŵs ǁeƌe of the age
gƌoup of ϭϮ-ϭϲ Ǉeaƌs aŶd ϳϲϳ ǁeƌe ϭϲ-ϭϴ Ǉeaƌs of age.

Cƌiŵes agaiŶst ͚ ŵiŶoƌs ďǇ ŵiŶoƌs͛ - AŶ alaƌŵ ďell

As to the ƌeasoŶs of this aďŶoƌŵal ƌise the PoliĐe Đlaiŵ
that the laĐk of seǆ eduĐatioŶ iŶ sĐhool leads to the
oĐĐuƌƌeŶĐes of suĐh Đƌiŵes iŶ soĐietǇ. NoǁadaǇs, a
Đhild ofteŶ sees the use of dƌugs, alĐohol aŶd otheƌ
soĐial eǀils at theiƌ hoŵe. A seĐtioŶ of ĐhildƌeŶ aƌe
hooked oŶ to ŵoďile phoŶes ǁith iŶteƌŶet
ĐoŶŶeĐtioŶs to Ŷaǀigate aƌouŶd YouTuďe, faĐe ďook
aŶd otheƌ poƌŶ sites. TheǇ see soŵe sĐeŶes ǁhiĐh
theǇ shouldŶ͛t see at theiƌ age. SuĐh ĐhildƌeŶ gossip
suĐh thiŶgs ǁith theiƌ peeƌs aŶd attaiŶ seǆual ŵatuƌitǇ
out of sǇŶĐ ǁith theiƌ age. SiŶĐe theǇ geŶeƌallǇ doŶ͛t
shaƌe suĐh eǆpeƌieŶĐes ǁith theiƌ paƌeŶts aŶd the
paƌeŶts iŶ geŶeƌal do Ŷot Đaƌe to keep tƌaĐk of the
aĐtiǀities of theiƌ ĐhildƌeŶ, this uŶdeƌage geŶeƌatioŶ
ofteŶ goes astƌaǇ. IŵpaƌtiŶg seǆ eduĐatioŶ ďǇ teaĐheƌs
iŶ sĐhools aŶd ĐoŶsĐious paƌeŶts ĐaŶ ŵake ĐhildƌeŶ
ƌealize the ill effeĐts of suĐh deǀelopŵeŶts.  

BƌiŶgiŶg positiǀe ĐhaŶge iŶ the Đƌiŵe sĐeŶaƌio
iŶǀolǀiŶg ŵiŶoƌs is Ŷot as siŵple as it ŵaǇ look. Most
of us aƌe ďeŶt oŶ heapiŶg ďlaŵes oŶ the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt
aŶd the poliĐe foƌ all ouƌ ǁoes ďut ŶoŶe of us aƌe
ƌeadǇ to do ouƌ little ďit to ĐoƌƌeĐt the situatioŶ. It is
little uŶdeƌstood that the futuƌe of a ŶatioŶ, a
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ oƌ a soĐietǇ ĐaŶŶot ďe ŵoulded ďǇ aŶ
iŶdiǀidual oƌ a siŶgle ageŶĐǇ.  OŶlǇ ĐolleĐtiǀe effoƌt
aŶd ĐolleĐtiǀe aĐtioŶ ĐaŶ aĐhieǀe the goal. The
PaƌeŶts, TeaĐheƌs, SoĐietǇ Eldeƌs oŶ oŶe haŶd aŶd the
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt aŶd the PoliĐe oŶ the otheƌ ŵust joiŶ
foƌĐes to ƌeŵodel the pƌeseŶt daǇ of soĐial aŶaƌĐhǇ.

***************************************************************************************

MaŶgaldai ToǁŶ is kŶoǁŶ all oǀeƌ the state as a
toǁŶship populated ďǇ eduĐated, soĐiallǇ ĐoŶsĐious
aŶd ƌespoŶsiďle ĐitizeŶs, ǁho Ŷeǀeƌ fails to  staŶd up
foƌ justiĐe aŶd deĐoƌuŵ iŶ  puďliĐ life. The ƌeĐeŶt spuƌt
of Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ iŶ the state agaiŶ ďƌought
to the foƌe theiƌ iƌe foƌ suĐh heiŶous degeŶeƌatioŶ.

OŶ MaƌĐh ϯϭ, ϮϬϭϴ a puďliĐ ƌallǇ ǁas oƌgaŶised at
MaŶgalddai to pƌotest agaiŶst the gƌoǁiŶg iŶĐideŶts of
Đƌiŵe agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ iŶ the State iŶ ƌeĐeŶt tiŵes.
AƌouŶd ϭϬϬ ĐitizeŶs ĐoŵpƌisiŶg ŵeŵďeƌs of seǀeƌal
loĐal ǁoŵeŶ͛s oƌgaŶisatioŶs, studeŶt ďodies aŶd
NGOs, iŶĐludiŶg Bheďaƌghat Mahila MaŶĐha, MaŶgaldai
Mahila KalǇaŶ Saŵaj, MaŶgaldai Giƌls͛ College StudeŶts͛

MaŶgaldai & Kokƌajhaƌ pƌotests oǀeƌ Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ

UŶioŶ, Saƌasǁati Mahila Saŵaďai Saŵiti of Hiƌapaƌa,
CƌǇstal VisioŶ etĐ took out a ƌallǇ fƌoŵ Bheďaƌghat
PuďliĐ Bus StaŶd pƌeŵises thƌough the ŵaiŶ stƌeets of
MaŶgaldai toǁŶ ďǇ shoutiŶg slogaŶs aŶd displaǇiŶg
plaĐaƌds to geŶeƌate aǁaƌeŶess oŶ Đƌiŵes agaiŶst
ǁoŵeŶ aŶd deŵaŶded Đapital puŶishŵeŶt foƌ
ĐƌiŵiŶals ĐoŶǀiĐted iŶ ƌape Đases.

The ƌallǇ ĐulŵiŶated iŶto a puďliĐ ŵeetiŶg at the
BishŶu MaŶdiƌ pƌeŵises ǁheƌe seǀeƌal soĐial aĐtiǀists
aŶd studeŶt leadeƌs, iŶĐludiŶg Sŵt Rashŵi Rekha
Saƌŵa of Mahila KalǇaŶ Saŵaj,  Sƌi Sekhaƌ Mazuŵdaƌ,
Kuŵaƌi JagǇasŵita Gosǁaŵi of MaŶgaldai Giƌls͛

;CoŶtd. to Page ϮϰͿ
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Shad Suk MǇŶsieŵ ǁhiĐh ŵeaŶs daŶĐe of the
happǇ heaƌts, is oŶe of the ŵost pƌoŵiŶeŶt festiǀals
of the Khasi ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ of MeghalaǇ, the aďode of
Đlouds. It is also kŶoǁŶ as WeikiŶg daŶĐe, a folk daŶĐe
foƌŵ ǁheƌe the Khasi ŵaideŶs gƌaĐiouslǇ ŵoǀe
iŶside a ĐiƌĐle, ǁhile the ŵeŶ ǁith ǁhips aŶd sǁoƌds
daŶĐe ǁith full zeal outside the ĐiƌĐle. The Khasis
peƌfoƌŵ ϲ diffeƌeŶt daŶĐes iŶ Shad Suk MǇŶsieŵ.
TheǇ aƌe Mastieh, PǇlluŶ, Padiah, KlaŶg, Duŵ Duŵ
aŶd Shad Nalai. The daŶĐes take plaĐe till suŶset.

The ĐeleďƌatioŶ of the festiǀal staƌts oŶ Apƌil ϳ
aŶd ĐoŶĐludes oŶ Apƌil ϵ as a ŵaƌk of thaŶksgiǀiŶg to
Motheƌ Natuƌe foƌ good haƌǀest aŶd foƌ fƌesh soǁiŶg
of seeds as also to ŵaƌk the haƌǀest seasoŶ aŶd to
paǇ oďeisaŶĐe to God. Khasi ŵeŶ aŶd ǁoŵeŶ iŶ
thousaŶds Đeleďƌate ͚Shad Suk MǇŶsieŵ͛ iŶ ǀaƌious
paƌts of MeghalaǇa ǁith spoŶtaŶeous gaietǇ aŶd
feƌǀouƌ.

As peƌ Đustoŵ, ďoth ŵeŶ aŶd ǁoŵeŶ paƌtiĐipate
iŶ the daŶĐe ǁheƌe steps of ǁoŵeŶ aƌe suďtle aŶd
those of ŵeŶ ŵoƌe eŶeƌgetiĐ. OŶlǇ uŶŵaƌƌied
ǁoŵeŶ aƌe alloǁed to paƌtiĐipate iŶ the daŶĐe. The
daŶĐe ďegiŶs ǁith dƌuŵďeats, flutes aŶd ĐǇŵďals
piĐkiŶg up the teŵpo. Tǁo ĐiƌĐles aƌe foƌŵed ǁith
ǁoŵeŶ oŶ the iŶside ƌiŶg aŶd ŵeŶ oŶ the outeƌ ƌiŶg.
With eǇes doǁŶ, the ǁoŵeŶ take sŵall steps
foƌǁaƌd aŶd ďaĐkǁaƌd as theǇ gƌaduallǇ shift
sideǁaǇs to ŵoǀe iŶ a ĐiƌĐle. TheǇ keep theiƌ ďodǇ
stƌaight aŶd aƌŵs loose at shouldeƌs. The ŵeŶ do a
ŵoƌe eŶeƌgetiĐ daŶĐe ǁith sǁift ŵoǀeŵeŶts iŶ
ĐloĐkǁise aŶd aŶtiĐloĐkǁise diƌeĐtioŶ aƌouŶd
ǁoŵeŶ. MeŶ plaǇ the paƌt of pƌoteĐtoƌs of the
ǁoŵeŶ. The Shad Suk MǇŶsieŵ daŶĐe is ĐoŶsideƌed
sǇŵďoliĐ of ǁoŵeŶ feƌtil itǇ ǁheƌe theǇ aƌe
ƌeĐeptaĐles of seeds aŶd ďeaƌeƌs of fƌuit, aŶd ŵeŶ
aƌe Đultiǀatoƌs ǁho plaŶt, Đultiǀate aŶd Ŷuƌtuƌe the
seeds uŶtil theǇ aƌe haƌǀested. The thƌee-daǇ aŶŶual
Shad Suk MǇŶsieŵ festiǀal also ƌefleĐts the
ŵatƌiliŶeal aŶd patƌil iŶeal aspeĐts of the Khasi
soĐietǇ.

IŶ ShilloŶg, despite heaǀǇ doǁŶpouƌ, huŶdƌeds
of ďoǇs aŶd giƌls deĐked up iŶ theiƌ tƌaditioŶal attiƌe
of fiŶe silk, gold aŶd silǀeƌ jeǁelƌies paƌtiĐipated iŶ
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the Shad Suk MǇŶsieŵ Festiǀal at WeikiŶg gƌouŶd iŶ
Jaiaǁ of the ĐitǇ. ThousaŶds of speĐtatoƌs fƌoŵ the
State, iŶĐludiŶg touƌists fƌoŵ outside, asseŵďled at
the ǀeŶue to ǁitŶess the Đolouƌful tƌaditioŶal
thaŶksgiǀiŶg daŶĐe. It Ŷeeds a speĐial ŵeŶtioŶ that
the festiǀal is ďeiŶg oďseƌǀed at the WeikiŶg gƌouŶd
foƌ the past ϭϬϴ Ǉeaƌs.

People ďeloŶgiŶg to the Niaŵ Khasi, iŶĐludiŶg
ǇouŶg aŶd old, took paƌt iŶ the daŶĐe festiǀal
aĐĐoŵpaŶied ďǇ the ďeats of the dƌuŵs aŶd plaǇiŶg
of flutes ;TaŶgŵuƌiͿ to thaŶk God foƌ all His ďlessiŶgs
that He has ďestoǁed upoŶ theŵ.

This Ǉeaƌ aŶ ϴϴ-Ǉeaƌ-old ŵaŶ Mƌ. BillǇ Thaďah fƌoŵ
SohioŶg took paƌt iŶ the ͚daŶĐe of the HappǇ Heaƌts͛
oŶ the ĐlosiŶg daǇ of the festiǀal. While takiŶg a
ďƌeak fƌoŵ daŶĐiŶg, Mƌ. BillǇ Thaďah said, ͞This is
foƌ the fiƌst tiŵe I͛ŵ takiŶg paƌt iŶ the festiǀal afteƌ
a gap of Ϯϱ Ǉeaƌs as I ǁaŶt to eŶĐouƌage otheƌ Ǉouths
to paƌtiĐipate iŶ this tƌaditioŶal daŶĐe of the Khasis.͟
He also added that ͞I ǁaŶt to tƌǇ aŶd teaĐh the Ǉouth
the oƌigiŶal daŶĐiŶg teĐhŶiƋues aŶd ŵoǀes.͟ Mƌ.
Thaďah fuƌtheƌ said theƌe ǁas laĐk of eƋuipŵeŶt,
tƌaditioŶal oƌŶaŵeŶts aŶd attiƌes duƌiŶg his daǇs ďut
foƌ todaǇ͛s geŶeƌatioŶ eǀeƌǇthiŶg is easilǇ aǀailaďle.
RefeƌƌiŶg to the eǆploits of Mƌ. Thaďah, the
PƌesideŶt of the SeŶg Khasi ;KŵeiͿ Mƌ. BaŶtei
RuŵŶoŶg said that ͞AŶ eldeƌlǇ peƌsoŶ despite his
;ThaďahͿ age has paƌtiĐipated iŶ the daŶĐe festiǀal.
We aƌe delighted as this ǁill eŶĐouƌage ouƌ Ǉouth to
Đoŵe foƌǁaƌd aŶd take paƌt iŶ this tƌaditioŶal daŶĐe.͟

LaŵeŶtiŶg oǀeƌ the faĐt that iŶĐƌeasiŶg Ŷuŵďeƌ
of Khasi faithful shǇiŶg aǁaǇ fƌoŵ the age-old
tƌaditioŶal faith aŶd assoĐiatiŶg theŵselǀes ǁith
otheƌ faiths, PƌesideŶt Mƌ. BaŶtei RuŵŶoŶg said,
͞SeŶg Khasi fƌoŵ tiŵe to tiŵe tƌǇ to uŶite its eŶtiƌe
faithful aŶd teaĐh theŵ the ǀalues of the tƌaditioŶal
Khasi faith. Hoǁeǀeƌ, soŵe people ŵight feel that
the Khasi faith is Ŷot ƌight foƌ theŵ aŶd theǇ pƌefeƌ
to assoĐiate ǁith otheƌ faiths.͟

The festiǀal ǁas fiƌst oƌgaŶized at the WeikiŶg
gƌouŶd oŶ Apƌil ϭϰ aŶd ϭϱ, ϭϵϭϭ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, fƌoŵ ϭϵϬϮ
till ϭϵϭϬ, the festiǀal used to ďe held at Maǁkhaƌ.
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IŵŵediatelǇ afteƌ IŶdia attaiŶed iŶdepeŶdeŶĐe,
the Ŷeed foƌ pƌepaƌatioŶ of a NatioŶal Registeƌ of
CitizeŶs ;NRCͿ ǁas ĐoŶĐeiǀed. AĐĐoƌdiŶglǇ, the
pƌoĐess of its pƌepaƌatioŶ ǁas staƌted ďasiŶg oŶ the
ϭϵϱϭ ĐeŶsus aŶd the ϭϵϱϭ ǀoteƌs͛ list iŶ all the States
of IŶdia iŶĐludiŶg Assaŵ.

The Ŷeed foƌ updatiŶg the NRC of ϭϵϱϭ oŶlǇ iŶ
Assaŵ aƌose ďeĐause of the ƌeasoŶ that iŶ ŵaŶǇ plaĐes
of Assaŵ, the Đopies of the NRC ǁeƌe Ŷot pƌeseƌǀed
pƌopeƌlǇ  oƌ aƌe suƌƌeptitiouslǇ ŵissiŶg, as a ƌesult of
ǁhiĐh it ǁas Ŷot possiďle to deteĐt a laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌ of
iŶfiltƌatoƌs paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ ĐoŵiŶg fƌoŵ eƌstǁhile East
PakistaŶ, Ŷoǁ BaŶgladesh. DuƌiŶg the loŶg peƌiod of
the CoŶgƌess ƌule, Assaŵ had ďeeŶ laƌgelǇ iŶfiltƌated
ďǇ a hoƌde of ŶoŶ-IŶdiaŶ ĐitizeŶs ǁho ǁeƌe used as a
ǀote ďaŶk aŶd theƌefoƌe Ŷo ĐoŶĐƌete steps ǁeƌe takeŶ
to deteĐt aŶd depoƌt theŵ to theiƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ of oƌigiŶ.
No aĐtioŶs ǁeƌe also takeŶ to pƌeǀeŶt theiƌ fuƌtheƌ
iŶfiltƌatioŶ iŶto Assaŵ. UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ, the illegal
ŵigƌatioŶ ŵaiŶlǇ fƌoŵ BaŶgladesh has still ďeeŶ
goiŶg oŶ uŶaďatedlǇ thƌough the poƌous ďoƌdeƌ.

IŶ ϭϵϳϵ a stateǁide ŵoǀeŵeŶt foƌ eǆpulsioŶ of
foƌeigŶ ŶatioŶals fƌoŵ Assaŵ ǁas lauŶĐhed ďǇ All
Assaŵ StudeŶts UŶioŶ aŶd All Assaŵ GaŶa SaŶgƌaŵ
Paƌishad, ǁhiĐh ĐoŶtiŶued foƌ loŶg siǆ Ǉeaƌs. IŶ ϭϵϴϱ,
a tƌipaƌtite aĐĐoƌd kŶoǁŶ as the Assaŵ AĐĐoƌd ǁas
sigŶed oŶ August ϭϱ, ϭϵϴϱ aŵoŶg the ƌepƌeseŶtatiǀes
of the CeŶtƌal aŶd State goǀeƌŶŵeŶts aŶd the leadeƌs
of the Assaŵ MoǀeŵeŶt ;AASU aŶd AAGSPͿ ǁith the
oďjeĐtiǀes of deteĐtioŶ, deletioŶ of theiƌ Ŷaŵes fƌoŵ
the ǀoteƌs͛ list if alƌeadǇ iŶĐluded aŶd depoƌtatioŶ of
all the illegal foƌeigŶeƌs, iƌƌespeĐtiǀe of ƌeligioŶ, ǁho
eŶteƌed Assaŵ afteƌ MaƌĐh Ϯϱ, ϭϵϳϭ. But it is ƌeallǇ
ǀeƌǇ disĐouƌagiŶg that ŶothiŶg has ďeeŶ doŶe ďǇ the
suĐĐessiǀe goǀeƌŶŵeŶts, ǁhetheƌ it ǁas the CoŶgƌess
oƌ the AGP, to deteĐt, delete aŶd depoƌt the illegal
foƌeigŶeƌs duƌiŶg the last ϯϯ Ǉeaƌs afteƌ the sigŶiŶg of
the AĐĐoƌd.

It is ŶeĐessaƌǇ to ŵeŶtioŶ heƌe that the Asoŵ
SaŶŵilita MahasaŶgha, ĐoŶsistiŶg Ϯϲ iŶdigeŶous
gƌoups of people of Assaŵ, has filed a PIL iŶ the
Supƌeŵe Couƌt seekiŶg to Ƌuash ϭϵϳϭ as the Đut-off
Ǉeaƌ foƌ ideŶtifǇiŶg the foƌeigŶeƌs aŶd iŶ its plaĐe
ƌestoƌe ϭϵϱϭ ǁhiĐh is ĐoŶstitutioŶallǇ ǀalid aŶd still

NRC aŶd CitizeŶship AĐt
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appliĐaďle iŶ all otheƌ States eǆĐept Assaŵ. The fiŶal
ǀeƌdiĐt oŶ this appeal is still  peŶdiŶg iŶ the
ĐoŶstitutioŶal ďeŶĐh of the Supƌeŵe Couƌt. Without
ǁaitiŶg foƌ the ǀeƌdiĐt of the Supƌeŵe Couƌt, the
CitizeŶship AĐt, ϭϵϱϱ ǁas aŵeŶded ďǇ iŶĐoƌpoƌatiŶg
Đlause ϲ ;AͿ iŶto it iŶ oƌdeƌ to aĐĐoƌd IŶdiaŶ ĐitizeŶship
oŶ the ďasis of ϭϵϳϭ. The MahasaŶgha aƌgued ďefoƌe
the thƌee-ŵeŵďeƌ diǀisioŶ ďeŶĐh of the Supƌeŵe
Couƌt that ǁhi le thƌoughout the ĐouŶtƌǇ, the
defiŶitioŶ of ĐitizeŶship is deteƌŵiŶed oŶ the ďasis
of the ϭϵϱϭ NRC, hoǁ the Đut-off Ǉeaƌ of aĐĐoƌdiŶg
ĐitizeŶship iŶ Assaŵ ĐaŶ ďe ϭϵϳϭ. So it has appealed
to the highest Đouƌt to Ƌuash the Đlause ϲ ;AͿ of the
CitizeŶship AĐt, ϭϵϱϱ. IŶ ƌespoŶse to its appeal, the
Chief JustiĐe has diƌeĐted to foƌŵ a fiǀe-ŵeŵďeƌ
ĐoŶstitutioŶal ďeŶĐh to eǆaŵiŶe thoƌoughlǇ the
issues ƌaised iŶ MaƌĐh, ϮϬϭϴ.

It is Ŷot kŶoǁŶ ǁhat ǁill ďe the fiŶal ǀeƌdiĐt of the
SC oŶ this disputed issue. If the ǀeƌdiĐt ǁill ďe foƌ
ϭϵϱϭ, theŶ ǁhat ǁill ďe the fate of the oŶgoiŶg
ǀigoƌous eǆeƌĐise of the NRC updatiŶg pƌoĐess? At a
tiŵe ǁheŶ the fiƌst paƌt of the dƌaft NRC has alƌeadǇ
ďeeŶ deĐlaƌed, the seĐoŶd paƌt is goiŶg to ďe
aŶŶouŶĐed ǀeƌǇ sooŶ aŶd the pƌoĐess of ĐoŵpletiŶg
the fiŶal ĐopǇ ďefoƌe JuŶe ϯϬ, ϮϬϭϴ is goiŶg oŶ iŶ full
sǁiŶg, ǁill the ǀeƌdiĐt Ŷot jeopaƌdize the ǁhole
pƌoĐess of NRC updatiŶg? Is it also Ŷot aďsuƌd to kŶoǁ
that oŶ the oŶe haŶd, the SC has alƌeadǇ diƌeĐted to
Đoŵplete the NRC updatiŶg oŶ the ďasis of ϭϵϳϭ aŶd
oŶ the otheƌ haŶd, the saŵe SC has aĐĐepted the
appeal of the MahasaŶgha to eǆaŵiŶe the
ĐoŶstitutioŶal ǀaliditǇ of ϭϵϳϭ?

Hoǁeǀeƌ, at the ďehest of the SC aŶd uŶdeƌ its
diƌeĐt supeƌǀisioŶ, the pƌoĐess of NRC update has
ďeeŶ staƌted oŶlǇ iŶ MaƌĐh, ϮϬϭϱ. It has ďeeŶ goiŶg oŶ
sŵoothlǇ steeƌiŶg Đleaƌ of politiĐal iŶteƌfeƌeŶĐes aŶd
ƌesistaŶĐe fƌoŵ the ĐiƌĐles of soŵe ǀested iŶteƌests.
The BJP goǀeƌŶŵeŶt is also tƌǇiŶg to settle the HiŶdu
ŵigƌaŶts aŶd aĐĐoƌd theŵ ĐitizeŶship. With that
puƌpose, the BJP-led NDA GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt has
pƌoŵulgated aŶ oƌdiŶaŶĐe oŶ Septeŵďeƌ ϴ, ϮϬϭϱ ďǇ
aŵeŶdiŶg the Passpoƌt AĐt, ϭϵϮϬ aŶd the FoƌeigŶeƌs͛
AĐt, ϭϵϰϲ iŶ oƌdeƌ to settle fiƌst the BaŶgladeshi HiŶdus
aŶd otheƌ ŶoŶ-Musliŵ illegal ŵigƌaŶts iŶ Assaŵ aŶd
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theŶ to aĐĐoƌd theŵ ĐitizeŶship.
It appeaƌs that the oƌdiŶaŶĐe has ǀiolated the

fuŶdaŵeŶtal pƌiŶĐiple of seĐulaƌisŵ eŶshƌiŶed iŶ the
CoŶstitutioŶ ďǇ diǀidiŶg the ŵigƌaŶts/ƌefugees oŶ the
ďasis of ƌeligioŶ aŶd seĐoŶdlǇ, siŶĐe theƌe is Ŷo laǁ
foƌ ƌefugees iŶ IŶdia, all the ŵigƌaŶts aƌe Đoǀeƌed ďǇ
the FoƌeigŶeƌs͛ AĐt, ϭϵϰϲ. No laǁ ĐaŶ ďe ĐhaŶged ďǇ
aŶ oƌdiŶaŶĐe. IŶ oƌdeƌ to do so, the staŶdiŶg laǁ
should ďe aŵeŶded fiƌst iŶ the PaƌliaŵeŶt. With that
eŶd iŶ ǀieǁ, the UŶioŶ Hoŵe MiŶisteƌ plaĐed a Bill iŶ
the PaƌliaŵeŶt oŶ JulǇ ϭϵ, ϮϬϭϲ to aĐĐoƌd legal status
to the oƌdiŶaŶĐe so that the illegal ŶoŶ-Musliŵ
ŵigƌaŶts ĐaŶ get IŶdiaŶ ĐitizeŶship. But ďeĐause of
the stiff ƌesistaŶĐe fƌoŵ soŵe ŵeŵďeƌs of the
OppositioŶ paƌties, the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt ǁas Đoŵpelled
to seŶd the Bill to a JoiŶt PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ Coŵŵittee
;JPCͿ ĐoŶstituted ďǇ ϯϬ ŵeŵďeƌs headed ďǇ Dƌ SatǇa
Pal SiŶgh. The Đoŵŵittee ŵust take the ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ
to pƌeseŶt the Bill iŶ ďoth the Houses afteƌ sĐƌutiŶiziŶg
all of its poiŶts takiŶg heaƌiŶg of diffeƌeŶt
oƌgaŶizatioŶs aŶd iŶdiǀiduals iŶ all  the States
ĐoŶĐeƌŶed that aƌe foƌ aŶd agaiŶst it.

The JPC took heaƌiŶgs of seǀeƌal oƌgaŶizatioŶs aŶd
iŶdiǀiduals ĐoŶĐeƌŶed iŶ diffeƌeŶt States. Hoǁeǀeƌ,
it did Ŷot ǀisit Assaŵ foƌ takiŶg siŵilaƌ heaƌiŶg. IŶ the
ŵeaŶtiŵe, afteƌ Sƌi SatǇa Pal SiŶgh left the Đoŵŵittee

to joiŶ the CeŶtƌal MiŶistƌǇ, its aĐtiǀities ƌeŵaiŶed
suspeŶded foƌ last oŶe Ǉeaƌ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, ƌeĐeŶtlǇ Sƌi
RajeŶdƌa Agƌaǁal has joiŶed as its ChaiƌŵaŶ aŶd the
pƌoĐess of heaƌiŶg has staƌted oŶĐe agaiŶ. He has also
eǆpƌessed his ǁilliŶgŶess to ǀisit Assaŵ ďefoƌe a
delegatioŶ of the AGP. BeĐause of suĐh a ƌeasoŶ, the
JPC Đould Ŷot plaĐe the ĐoƌƌeĐted Bill iŶ the pƌeseŶt
Budget SessioŶ of the PaƌliaŵeŶt. The Hoŵe MiŶisteƌ
has hoǁeǀeƌ ŵaŶdated the JPC to Đoŵplete the
pƌoĐess so that it ĐaŶ ďe plaĐed iŶ the Suŵŵeƌ SessioŶ
of the PaƌliaŵeŶt.

IŶ spite of stƌoŶg oppositioŶ agaiŶst the Bill, the
CeŶtƌal GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt seeŵs to ďe fiƌŵ to pass the Bill
iŶ the PaƌliaŵeŶt ǁith the help of its ŵajoƌitǇ. It is
ƌegƌettaďle that the State BJP-led GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt is also
ďliŶdlǇ suppoƌtiŶg the CeŶtƌal GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt kŶoǁiŶg
ǀeƌǇ ǁell that the Assaŵese-speakiŶg people of
Assaŵ ǁould ďe ƌeduĐed to ŵiŶoƌitǇ iŶ theiƌ oǁŶ
hoŵelaŶd. If the Bill is passed to giǀe it a legal status,
ǁill it Ŷot ǀiolate the Đlauses of the Assaŵ AĐĐoƌd?
Will it Ŷot jeopaƌdize the ǁhole pƌoĐess of NRC
updatiŶg? Theƌefoƌe, it is high tiŵe to fight agaiŶst
the CitizeŶship ;AŵeŶdŵeŶtͿ Bill ďǇ diffeƌeŶt
oƌgaŶizatioŶs, politiĐal paƌties aŶd ĐoŶsĐious ĐitizeŶs
uŶitedlǇ foƌ the suƌǀiǀal of the Assaŵese aŶd otheƌ
iŶdigeŶous gƌoups of people.

***************************************************************************************

͞VaŶǀasis Ŷeǀeƌ suppoƌted the deŵoŶiĐ foƌĐes,
ƌatheƌ theǇ fought agaiŶst theŵ. TheǇ haǀe pƌoteĐted
aŶd pƌeseƌǀed the SaŶataŶ HiŶdu ǀalues aŶd VediĐ
tƌaditioŶs. TheǇ aƌe ouƌ oǁŶ ďƌethƌeŶ aŶd ǁe should
aĐƋuaiŶt ouƌ ĐhildƌeŶ ǁith theŵ. It is ouƌ Đultuƌal
legaĐǇ, ǁhiĐh has to ďe tƌaŶsfeƌƌed to the Ŷeǆt
geŶeƌatioŶ,͟  said RSS SaƌsaŶghaĐhalak Shƌi MohaŶ
Bhagǁat, ǁhile addƌessiŶg a HiŶdu SaŵŵelaŶ at
Aasaǀe ǀillage iŶ DahaŶu oŶ Apƌil ϭϱ.

Aďout ϲϬ,ϬϬϬ people fƌoŵ ƌeŵote aƌeas of Palghaƌh
distƌiĐt paƌtiĐipated iŶ the SaŵŵelaŶ. A ďook, VaŶ
JaŶ Gatha, puďlished ďǇ HiŶdusthaŶ PƌakashaŶ ǁas
also ƌeleased oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ. Afteƌ the fuŶĐtioŶ, the
SaƌsaŶghaĐhalak ǀisited Talasaƌi pƌojeĐt. This pƌojeĐt
ǁas staƌted ϱϬ Ǉeaƌs ago ďǇ the Vishǁa HiŶdu Paƌishad
;VHPͿ to Đuƌď the ĐoŶǀeƌsioŶ aĐtiǀities ďǇ ChƌistiaŶ
ŵissioŶaƌies iŶ the ƌegioŶ.

AddƌessiŶg the HiŶdu SaŵŵelaŶ, Shƌi MohaŶ
Bhagǁat fuƌtheƌ said the VaŶǀasis ŵust get

oppoƌtuŶitǇ to ŵake pƌogƌess. ͞If ǁe pƌoǀide oŶe
thiƌd of ouƌ iŶĐoŵe aŶd soŵe paƌt of ouƌ life foƌ the
pƌogƌess of these people, the shops ďƌiŶg ƌuŶ ďǇ soŵe
ǀested iŶteƌests iŶ suĐh ƌegioŶs ǁill ďe shut doǁŶ
peƌŵaŶeŶtlǇ. Talasaƌi pƌojeĐt has pƌoduĐed the
dediĐated aŶd Đoŵŵitted ǁoƌkeƌs ǁho aƌe alǁaǇs
ǀigilaŶt,͟  he added. He said the HiŶdus haǀe foƌgottoŶ
theiƌ ƌeal ideŶtitǇ folloǁiŶg diffeƌeŶĐes of laŶguages,
ƌegioŶs aŶd Đastes. He Đalled upoŶ the people to
pƌeseƌǀe theiƌ HiŶdu ideŶtitǇ.

Aďout Shƌi Raŵ teŵple iŶ AǇodhǇa, he said those
ǁho deŵolished the MaŶdiƌ theƌe ǁeƌe Ŷot IŶdiaŶ
Musliŵs. AŶ IŶdiaŶ ĐitizeŶ ĐaŶŶot do it. The alieŶ
foƌĐes taƌgeted the teŵples heƌe. But todaǇ ǁe aƌe
fƌee aŶd ǁe haǀe the ƌight to ƌeĐoŶstƌuĐt ǁhat had
ďeeŶ deŵolished. It is the ŵatteƌ of ouƌ ideŶtitǇ. We
hope the teŵple ǁould ďe ƌeďuilt at the saŵe plaĐe
ǁheƌe it eǆisted, he added.

VaŶǀasis Must Get OppoƌtuŶitǇ to Make Pƌogƌess

(Organiser, May 6, 2018)
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DuƌiŶg the eaƌlǇ paƌt of this Ǉeaƌ, I had the
oppoƌtuŶitǇ to ƌe-ŵeet Dhaƌŵesǁaƌ Baƌua, ƌesideŶt
of a iŶteƌioƌ ǀillage of SoŶitpuƌ distƌiĐt, Assaŵ. He is aŶ
eǆpeƌt heƌďal healeƌ as ǁell as ŵagiĐo-ƌeligious oƌ
oĐĐult ŵediĐiŶal pƌaĐtioŶeƌ. He helped ŵe iŶ
ideŶtifǇiŶg ǀaƌious plaŶt ǀaƌieties, theiƌ ǀaƌious paƌts
useful  foƌ ĐuƌiŶg ǀaƌious diseases aŶd ailŵeŶts. It ǁas
oŶe of ŵǇ eaƌlǇ ƌeseaƌĐh eǆpeditioŶs. Theƌe ǁas
aŶotheƌ peƌsoŶ fƌoŵ the saŵe distƌiĐt ǁho deǀeloped
ĐeƌtaiŶ hoŵe-ŵade ŵediĐiŶe out of his pƌoloŶged
eǆploƌatioŶ aŶd eǆpeƌieŶĐe gatheƌed thƌough soŵe
puďlished teǆts. Late SuŶphul Lahkaƌ, his gƌaĐeful faĐe
is still afƌesh iŶ ŵǇ ŵiŶd. The ǁaǇ he ŵoǀes aloŶg ǁith
ŵe iŶ his kitĐheŶ gaƌdeŶ aŶd ŶeaƌďǇ loĐalities, aŶd his
sŵall shop, iŶ fƌoŶt of his ƌoad side house, aƌƌaŶgeŵeŶt
of ďottles iŶside the shelf s͛ of the shop, pƌopeƌ laďeliŶg
ďǇ Ŷaŵes of diseases aƌouŶd the glass ďottle of
diffeƌeŶt shapes aŶd sizes, eǆeŵplifies the gloƌious
heƌitage of heƌďal ŵediĐiŶe iŶ this ƌegioŶ.

Heƌďal ŵediĐiŶe has a ǁoƌldǁide aĐĐeptaŶĐe due
to tǁo iŵpoƌtaŶt faĐtoƌs: Đost effiĐaĐǇ aŶd feǁeƌ side
effeĐts. IŶ the ŵidst of ŵodeƌŶ oƌ ǁesteƌŶ ŵediĐiŶe,
the ƌeleǀaŶĐe of heƌďal ŵediĐiŶe ĐaŶŶot ďe suďsuŵed.
Theƌe aƌe giaŶt ĐoŵpaŶies, iŶdustƌies, ďƌaŶds like
PataŶjali iŶ IŶdia, dealiŶg ǁith ǀaƌious pƌoduĐts ǁheƌe
heƌďs aƌe the ŵaiŶ iŶgƌeadieŶt. IŶ IŶdiaŶ ĐoŶteǆt, the
AǇuƌǀeda sǇsteŵ of ŵediĐiŶe has ďeeŶ ďased oŶ the
kŶoǁledge of plaŶt ǀaƌieties. It is still goiŶg oŶ. EǀeŶ
iŶ the ŵodeƌŶ ŵediĐiŶe, if oŶe look aƌouŶd at the
ĐoŵpositioŶ of dƌugs, ǁill ďe seeŶ that ǀaƌious plaŶt
iŶgƌedieŶts apaƌt fƌoŵ otheƌ ĐheŵiĐal ĐoŵpoŶeŶt haǀe
ďeeŶ used to pƌepaƌe the ŵediĐiŶe. Foƌ, eg, tulsi plaŶt
leaǀes is utilized iŶ pƌepaƌiŶg ŵaŶǇ Đough sǇƌup. Theƌe
aƌe ŵaŶǇ suĐh eǆaŵples ǁheƌe ǀaƌious ŵodeƌŶ
ŵediĐiŶes aƌe deƌiǀed fƌoŵ ǀaƌious heƌďal ƌesouƌĐes.
Noƌth east, ďeiŶg ƌiĐh iŶ ďiodiǀeƌsitǇ is the plaĐe ǁheƌe
ŵaŶǇ plaŶts haǀiŶg ŵediĐiŶal ǀalue gƌoǁ iŶ aďuŶdaŶĐe
due to faǀouƌaďle ĐliŵatiĐ ĐoŶditioŶs. Laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌs
of ŵediĐiŶal plaŶts haǀe ďeeŶ also ideŶtified iŶ ǀaƌious
ethŶo-ďotaŶiĐal eǆploƌatioŶs aŶd eǆpeditioŶs. Studies
ƌeǀeal that tƌaditioŶal ĐoŵŵuŶities haǀe deǀeloped a
Đlose Ŷeǆus ǁith suĐh plaŶts haǀiŶg ŵediĐiŶal
pƌopeƌties ǁithiŶ the aŵďit of ͚tƌaditioŶal ǁisdoŵ͛
thƌough pƌoloŶged ĐoŶtaĐt, aĐĐess, eǆpeƌieŶĐe as ǁell
as tƌial aŶd eƌƌoƌ ŵethod. It eŶhaŶĐes iŶ the

Heƌďal Heƌitage

Dƌ RaŶga RaŶjaŶ Das

deǀelopŵeŶt of aŶ iŶdigeŶous healiŶg pƌaĐtiĐes foƌ
ǀaƌious diseases aŶd ailŵeŶts aŵoŶg the ǀaƌious
iŶdigeŶous people ƌesidiŶg iŶ the Ŷook aŶd ĐoƌŶeƌ of
this ƌegioŶ ǁheƌe ŵodeƌŶ health Đaƌe sǇsteŵ is still
uŶaǀailaďle. Soŵe speĐialized peƌsoŶs kŶoǁŶ as
ŵediĐiŶe ŵaŶ ;loĐal Ŷaŵe diffeƌs aŵoŶg diffeƌeŶt
gƌoups, iŶ Assaŵese bez oƌ ojaͿ eŵeƌge ǁithiŶ the
ĐoŶteǆt of oǁŶ soĐietǇ aŶd Đultuƌe.

Theiƌ ƌole of heƌďal ŵediĐiŶe is iŵŵeŶse iŶ the ƌuƌal
ĐoŶteǆt iŶ spite of ǁesteƌŶ dƌugs. EǀeŶ iŶ ĐoŶteŵpoƌaƌǇ
tiŵes, a laƌge seĐtioŶ of people ƌelǇ oŶ ŵediĐal
pluƌalisŵ. IŶ otheƌ ǁoƌds, theǇ haǀe deǀeloped the
teŶdeŶĐies to utilize ďoth the foƌŵs of ŵediĐiŶe. Theƌe
aƌe soŵe sĐieŶtifiĐ oƌieŶtatioŶs also. IŶ ƌeĐeŶt tiŵes,
iŶ Assaŵ theƌe ǁas deŶgu outďƌeak aŶd effeĐted ŵaŶǇ.
It is ǁellkŶoǁŶ that the ŵodeƌŶ health Đaƌe
pƌaĐtitioŶeƌs pƌesĐƌiďed deŶgu effeĐted patieŶts to
ĐoŶsuŵe juiĐe of papaǇa leaǀe as aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt
ƌeŵedial ŵeasuƌe. EǆĐept the suƌgeƌǇ, heƌďal ŵediĐiŶe
has lots of oƌieŶtatioŶs fƌoŵ ƌeŵedial poiŶt of ǀieǁ.
EǀeŶ iŶ ďoŶe fƌaĐtuƌe, it is ƌepoƌted that a kiŶd of
Đƌeepeƌ ;haƌ joƌa lotaͿ, ƌeallǇ plaǇs the ƌole of paste
ďaŶdage iŶ Assaŵ. EffiĐaĐies, sigŶifiĐaŶĐe, lesseƌ side
effeĐts, loǁ Đost, aĐĐessiďilitǇ, iŶĐƌeasiŶg populaƌitǇ,
ŵake a feǁ seĐtioŶs of people to ďƌiŶg it at ĐoŵŵeƌĐial
leǀel. It is ďeǇoŶd the leǀel of Dhaƌŵesǁaƌ Baƌua,
SuŶphul Lahkaƌ that is stated eaƌlieƌ. Tǁo suĐh
iŶitiatiǀes Đoŵe to ŵiŶd ǁhile ƌeǀieǁiŶg the situatioŶ
iŶ the ĐoŶteǆt of Assaŵ: late Dƌ GuŶaƌaŵ KhaŶikaƌ aŶd
Aǆoŵ Pƌakƌitik UdǇog  ;Ŷatuƌe-ďased iŶdustƌǇͿ of
Makhiďaha, Tihu, Nalďaƌi.  It ǁas Late Dƌ KhaŶikaƌ ǁho
ǁas iŶstƌuŵeŶtal iŶ ďƌiŶgiŶg foƌth the ƌiĐh heƌďal
heƌitage iŶ ĐoŵŵeƌĐial ŵilieu. IŶ his Ŷatiǀe plaĐe at
Golaghat distƌiĐt of Assaŵ, he had deǀeloped a
ǁoŶdeƌful ŶuƌseƌǇ of ŵediĐiŶal plaŶts. PƌoloŶged
studies, ƌeseaƌĐh aŶd eǆpeƌieŶĐes eŶaďled hiŵ to
deǀelop ǀaƌious heƌďal ŵediĐiŶes useful iŶ ǀaƌious
ŵiŶoƌ aŶd seƌious diseases ǀiz Ŷeƌǀous deďi litǇ,
diaďetes, haiƌ loss, stoŵaĐh ƌelated pƌoďleŵs,
ƌheuŵatisŵ, faĐe paĐk, iŶdigestioŶ, ďlood puƌifiĐatioŶ
aŶd ŵaŶǇ otheƌ pƌoďleŵs. It is oďseƌǀed that soŵe of
this kŶoǁledge is aǀailaďle iŶ a sĐatteƌed ŵaŶŶeƌ iŶ
the iŶdigeŶous doŵaiŶ of Assaŵese soĐietǇ. His ƌeal
ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶ ĐaŶ ďe uŶdeƌstood fƌoŵ hoǁ he gatheƌed
suĐh eǆteŶsiǀe kŶoǁledge thƌough eŵpiƌiĐal
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eǆpeƌieŶĐes, oďseƌǀatioŶ, eǀeŶ added Ŷeǁ
foƌŵulatioŶs ďǇ iŶŶoǀatiǀe ŵeaŶs, so that people has
easǇ aĐĐess to suĐh kŶoǁledge iŶ utilitaƌiaŶ
peƌspeĐtiǀes. He has ǁƌitteŶ ŵaŶǇ ďooks oŶ heƌďal
ƌeŵedies. These ďooks aƌe iŶdeed a ƌeal testiŵoŶǇ of
heƌďal heƌitage of Assaŵ. EǆĐept feǁ, ŵost of these
ďooks aƌe ǁƌitteŶ iŶ siŵple Assaŵese laŶguage
depiĐtiŶg the ƌiĐh ŵediĐiŶal plaŶt diǀeƌsitǇ of Ŷoƌth
east, utilities of ǀaƌious fƌuits, ǀegetaďles, leafǇ
ǀegetaďles, ediďle ƌoots aŶd tuďeƌs, floǁeƌs, spiĐes
aǀailaďle iŶ aŶd aƌouŶd us foƌ ĐuƌiŶg ǀaƌious ŵiŶoƌ aŶd
ŵajoƌ diseases, iŶfoƌŵatioŶ ƌelatiŶg to ĐoŵpositioŶ
of ǀaƌious ĐoŵpoŶeŶts foƌ usiŶg as ŵediĐiŶes, ǁith
pƌesĐƌiptioŶ of doses Ŷeeded foƌ paƌtiĐulaƌ pƌoďleŵ.
These ďooks haǀe ďeĐoŵe ǀeƌǇ populaƌ aŵoŶg
ĐoŵŵoŶ ŵasses. His suddeŶ deŵise has Ŷo douďt
affeĐted the iŶdigeŶous heƌďal iŶdustƌǇ of Assaŵ.
Neǀeƌtheless, Aǆoŵ Pƌakƌitik UdǇog, has ĐoŶtiŶued the
legaĐǇ of heƌďal ŵediĐiŶes at ĐoŵŵeƌĐial leǀel. TheǇ
haǀe also deǀeloped ǀaƌious dƌugs foƌ ǀaƌious diseases
aŶd pƌoďleŵs fƌoŵ the loĐallǇ aǀailaďle ŵediĐiŶal
plaŶts. It has ƌeaĐhed to useƌs fƌoŵ ǀaƌious outlets,
faiƌs aŶd eǀeŶts.

Baƌua, Lahkaƌ, Dƌ KhaŶikaƌ, Pƌakƌitik UdǇog aƌe soŵe

of iŶdiǀidual ideŶtities aĐtiŶg as a toƌĐh ďeaƌeƌs of
heƌďal heƌitage of this ƌegioŶ, iŶ oŶe haŶd, the
tƌaditioŶal ĐoŵŵuŶities pƌeseƌǀe ŵaŶǇ kŶoǁledge oŶ
suĐh diŵeŶsioŶs ǁithiŶ the aŵďit of theiƌ tƌaditioŶal
ǁisdoŵ tƌaŶsŵittiŶg aĐƌoss the geŶeƌatioŶs siŶĐe tiŵes
iŵŵeŵoƌial. The adǀeŶt of ŵodeƌŶ ŵediĐiŶe, ǁesteƌŶ
health Đaƌe sǇsteŵs, phǇsiĐiaŶs, phaƌŵaĐeutiĐal
ĐoŵpaŶies, haǀe ŵade aŶ iŵpaĐt oŶ suĐh pƌaĐtiĐes as
seeŶ iŶ the deĐliŶiŶg Ŷuŵďeƌ of heƌďal pƌaĐtitioŶeƌs
ƌepoƌted iŶ ƌeĐeŶt tiŵes. LaĐk of iŶteƌest of ouƌ paƌeŶts
aŶd seŶioƌs foƌ suĐh iŶdigeŶous health Đaƌe sǇsteŵs,
deǀelopŵeŶt of iŵpƌoǀed teĐhŶiƋue of ŵodeƌŶ
health Đaƌe, effoƌts foƌ ƋuiĐk aŶd speedǇ aĐtioŶ, poses
seƌious thƌeats to suĐh tƌaditioŶal sǇsteŵ iŶ the
ĐoŶteŵpoƌaƌǇ peƌiod. AdǀeŶt of Ŷeǁ diseases, huge
eǆpeŶdituƌe foƌ ŵodeƌŶ health Đaƌe faĐilities aŶd
ŵediĐiŶes, ofteŶ Đoŵpel to look foƌ Ŷeǁ alteƌŶatiǀes
foƌ effeĐtiǀe eǆeĐutioŶ uŶdeƌ the ĐhaŶgiŶg
ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes. UŶdeƌ suĐh situatioŶ, issues peƌtaiŶiŶg
to ĐoŶseƌǀatioŶ, pƌeseƌǀatioŶ aŶd ƌestoƌatioŶ of
ǀiďƌaŶt heƌďal heƌitage of this ƌegioŶ Ŷeed adeƋuate
atteŶtioŶ fƌoŵ the ƌeal stakeholdeƌs aŶd appƌopƌiate
authoƌities to ƌedefiŶe aŶd ƌe-eǆploƌe the eŶtiƌe
possiďilities aŶd poteŶtialities foƌ fƌuitful Ǉield.

***************************************************************************************

The gƌeatest ǁoƌƌǇ of the ǁoƌld todaǇ is Đliŵate
ĐhaŶge that is affeĐtiŶg Ŷot oŶlǇ the ďalaŶĐe iŶ Ŷatuƌe
ďut is also distuƌďiŶg the life oŶ plaŶet eaƌth as a
ǁhole. The oŶlǇ aiŵ of all the sĐieŶtists͛ ǁoƌld oǀeƌ,
ǁho aƌe ǁoƌkiŶg haƌd to fiŶd a ǁaǇ to ďƌiŶg ďaĐk the
ďalaŶĐed eĐo sǇsteŵ, is to fiŶd a ǁaǇ to stop gloďal
ǁaƌŵiŶg aŶd Đliŵate ĐhaŶge. IŶ this despeƌate
sĐeŶaƌio a giƌl fƌoŵ Assaŵ – Miss Kaƌaďi Pathak,
daughteƌ of soĐial ǁoƌkeƌ Rudƌa Kuŵaƌ Pathak aŶd
JoǇŵoti Pathak of AďhaǇapuƌi toǁŶ of BoŶgaigaoŶ
distƌiĐ, has suĐĐeded iŶ ideŶtifǇiŶg  a gƌass speĐies,
Iŵpeƌata ĐǇliŶdƌiĐa  ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ plaǇ a ǀital ƌole iŶ
Đliŵate ĐhaŶge ŵitigatioŶ.  Miss Kaƌaďi did heƌ PhD iŶ
͚CaƌďoŶ Stoƌage aŶd  SƋuestƌatioŶ OppoƌtuŶities of
Iŵpeƌata GƌasslaŶd iŶ Baƌak ValleǇ, Assaŵ͛ uŶdeƌ the
guidaŶĐe of Dƌ. AƌuŶ JǇoti Nath aŶd Pƌof. Ashesh Kuŵaƌ
Das of Assaŵ UŶiǀeƌsitǇ, SilĐhaƌ ǁhile she ǁas guided
ďǇ Pƌof. YadǀiŶdeƌ Malhi iŶ the UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of Oǆfoƌd,
UK. Heƌ ƌeseaƌĐh papeƌs ǁeƌe puďlished iŶ ƌeŶoǁŶed
jouƌŶals, iŶĐludiŶg LaŶd DegƌadatioŶ aŶd
DeǀelopŵeŶt, CuƌƌeŶt SĐieŶĐe. This fiŶdiŶg is
eǆpeĐted to opeŶ Ŷeǁ dooƌs of oppoƌtuŶities aŶd add
to the list of ǀaƌious ǁaǇs ďeiŶg iŵpleŵeŶted ďǇ

Gƌass too ĐaŶ fight Đliŵate ĐhaŶge

diffeƌeŶt ĐouŶtƌies iŶ the ŵissioŶ of Đliŵate ĐhaŶge
adaptatioŶ aŶd ŵitigatioŶ aŶd de-ǁaƌŵiŶg the ǁoƌld
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt, as agƌeed upoŶ iŶ the Paƌis CoŶǀeŶtioŶ
iŶ ϮϬϭϱ.

IŶ a ƌeĐeŶt oŶe to oŶe disĐussioŶ ǁith The SeŶtiŶel
Ŷeǁspapeƌ, Miss Kaƌaďi Pathak disĐlosed that theƌe
aƌe aŵple oppoƌtuŶities to eǆploƌe this ǀaƌietǇ of
gƌass ďeĐause it ǁas fouŶd duƌiŶg heƌ ƌeseaƌĐh that
Iŵpeƌata gƌasslaŶds ƌeŵoǀed aďout ϯ Mg COϮ peƌ
heĐtaƌe peƌ Ǉeaƌ that eǆeƌts a Ŷegatiǀe feedďaĐk to
gloďal Đliŵate ĐhaŶge.

She fuƌtheƌ added that, oŶ sloppǇ aŶd degƌaded
laŶds, Iŵpeƌata gƌasslaŶds ĐaŶ ďe ŵaŶaged to ƌestoƌe
phǇsiĐal, ĐheŵiĐal aŶd ďiologiĐal pƌopeƌties of soil.
She stƌessed that siŶĐe the Iŵpeƌata gƌasslaŶds aƌe
ŵaŶaged tƌaditioŶallǇ iŶ ƌuƌal laŶdsĐapes of Noƌtheast
IŶdia foƌ ŵoŶetaƌǇ ďeŶefits; effoƌts should ďe ŵade
to eŶĐouƌage its pƌoŵotioŶ keepiŶg otheƌ utilities of
the gƌass ǀaƌietǇ iŶ ŵiŶd. She eǆpƌessed the hope
that heƌ ƌeseaƌĐh fiŶdiŶgs ǁill go a loŶg ǁaǇ iŶ de-
ǁaƌŵiŶg the eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt aŶd saǀe the sŵooth
floǁiŶg eĐo sǇsteŵ.
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Theƌe aƌe diffeƌeŶt Đƌiteƌia oŶ ǁhiĐh oŶe Đould
Đoŵpaƌe those ϯ ƌeligioŶs. I ǁaŶt to foĐus heƌe oŶlǇ
oŶ the ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt oŶe: ǁhiĐh oŶe of the thƌee is
Đlosest to tƌuth.

ChƌistiaŶitǇ Đlaiŵs that the full tƌuth has ďeeŶ
ƌeǀealed ϮϬϬϬ Ǉeaƌs ago oŶlǇ to Jesus Chƌist ďǇ the
oŶe Supƌeŵe BeiŶg ;Đalled God iŶ EŶglishͿ, aŶd
theƌefoƌe tƌuth is oŶlǇ ǁith his ChuƌĐh. All ŵust
ďeĐoŵe ChƌistiaŶs aŶd folloǁ ǁhat Chƌist said, if theǇ
ǁaŶt to ďe saǀed fƌoŵ hell.

Islaŵ Đlaiŵs that the fiŶal tƌuth has ďeeŶ ƌeǀealed
soŵe ϭϰϬϬ Ǉeaƌs ago to Pƌophet Mohaŵed ďǇ the oŶe
Supƌeŵe BeiŶg ;Đalled Allah iŶ IslaŵͿ aŶd theƌefoƌe
Islaŵ is the oŶlǇ tƌue ƌeligioŶ. All ŵust ďeĐoŵe
Musliŵs aŶd folloǁ ǁhat Pƌophet Mohaŵed said, if
theǇ ǁaŶt to ďe saǀed fƌoŵ hell.

IsŶ͛t it stƌaŶge that eǀeŶ iŶ the Ϯϭst ĐeŶtuƌǇ those
uŶsuďstaŶtiated Đlaiŵs aďout eteƌŶal hell foƌ ͞otheƌs͟
aƌe Ŷot deďated aŶd disŵissed as supeƌstitioŶ?
Fuƌtheƌ, oďǀiouslǇ at least oŶe of those ƌeligioŶs ĐaŶ͛t
ďe tƌue, if Ŷot ďoth – so ǁhǇ ŶoďodǇ ŵeŶtioŶs this?
Yet iŶstead of a deďate oŶ ǁhat is tƌue, the ͞ƌight to
fƌeedoŵ of ďelief͟ is pƌoteĐted. It͛s suƌelǇ stƌaŶge.

Noǁ ǁheƌe does HiŶduisŵ staŶd? It usuallǇ is seeŶ
as iŶfeƌioƌ to the tǁo ďig, estaďlished, ͚ƌespeĐted ,͛
ƌiĐh ƌeligioŶs. AŶd if oŶe goes ďǇ ĐoŵŵoŶ peƌĐeptioŶ,
HiŶduisŵ is ŵaiŶlǇ aďout Đaste sǇsteŵ, sati aŶd
ǁoƌshippiŶg ŵaŶǇ gods, ǁhiĐh ;idol ǁoƌshipͿ is the
gƌeatest siŶ iŶ ďoth ChƌistiaŶitǇ aŶd Islaŵ, ďeĐause
the ChƌistiaŶ God aŶd Allah aƌe Đlaiŵed to ďe jealous
of otheƌ gods.

HiŶduisŵ is a ƌatheƌ Ŷeǁ teƌŵ. It ǁas iŶtƌoduĐed
ďǇ the Bƌitish foƌ the aŶĐieŶt tƌaditioŶs iŶ IŶdia ďased
oŶ the VediĐ teǆts.

WhǇ ǁas HiŶduisŵ iŶtƌoduĐed? TodaǇ s͛ ͚IŶdiaŶs͛
ǁeƌe Đalled HiŶdus eaƌlieƌ aŶd eǀeŶ todaǇ aƌe Đalled
HiŶdu iŶ ChiŶa. HiŶduisŵ ǁould ďe akiŶ to GeƌŵaŶisŵ
oƌ FƌeŶĐhisŵ.

I got a Đlue ǁhǇ HiŶduisŵ ǁas iŶtƌoduĐed, ǁheŶ I
ƌead that Voltaiƌe, too, aŵoŶg ŵaŶǇ otheƌs iŶ the

Hoǁ Do ChƌistiaŶitǇ, Islaŵ AŶd HiŶduisŵ Coŵpaƌe?

Maƌia Wiƌth

ǁest, pƌaised the Vedas as the gƌeatest gift to ŵaŶkiŶd
aŶd said ͞ǁe aƌe eteƌŶallǇ iŶdeďted to IŶdia .͟ Voltaiƌe
fought agaiŶst the iŶflueŶĐe of the ChuƌĐh aŶd iŶdeed,
ǁheŶ the Vedas ƌeaĐhed Euƌope, it had tǁo effeĐts:
the iŶflueŶĐe of the ChuƌĐh ǁeŶt doǁŶ aŶd sĐieŶĐe
took off iŶ a ďig ǁaǇ ;iŶtƌiguiŶglǇ, it is Ŷot ŵeŶtioŶed
todaǇ that those Ϯ effeĐts Đould haǀe aŶǇthiŶg to do
ǁith VediĐ kŶoǁledge ƌeaĐhiŶg the ǁestͿ.

CleaƌlǇ, the ChuƌĐh ǁas Ŷot aŵused that the
iŶtelleĐtual elite pƌefeƌƌed VediĐ ǁisdoŵ oǀeƌ
ChƌistiaŶitǇ. It Ŷeeded soŵe stƌategǇ to stop losiŶg
heƌ sheep.

Noǁ ǁhat is ĐoŶtaiŶed iŶ the Vedas ǁhiĐh aƌe
Đlaiŵed to ďe as old as the uŶiǀeƌse? Veda ;it ŵeaŶs
kŶoǁledgeͿ is aďout ǁhat ǁe Ŷeed to kŶoǁ to liǀe a
ŵeaŶiŶgful, fulfilliŶg life. VediĐ kŶoǁledge is ǀast,
though ŵost of it has ďeeŶ lost ďǇ Ŷoǁ. Vedas tell us
eǀeŶ aďout ŵaths, the age of the uŶiǀeƌse, of paƌallel
uŶiǀeƌses, eǀeŶ the distaŶĐe to the suŶ, hoǁ to
aŶalǇse, hoǁ to ĐoŶŶeĐt ǁith poǁeƌs ;deǀasͿ gƌeateƌ
thaŶ huŵaŶs, etĐ.

AŶd ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt, the Vedas tell us the tƌuth
aďout us, the Supƌeŵe BeiŶg aŶd the uŶiǀeƌse.

The Vedas diffeƌs fƌoŵ the tǁo otheƌ ƌeligioŶs iŶ a
ŵajoƌ poiŶt:

The Vedas Đlaiŵ that BƌahŵaŶ ;Supƌeŵe BeiŶgͿ
has ďeĐoŵe this uŶiǀeƌse. It ŵeaŶs all is peƌŵeated
ďǇ BƌahŵaŶ. All is esseŶtiallǇ diǀiŶe iŶĐludiŶg ouƌ
peƌsoŶ. The Ŷaŵes aŶd foƌŵs aƌe Ŷot ƌeallǇ ƌeal. TheǇ
appeaƌ oŶlǇ as ƌeal. BƌahŵaŶ aloŶe is ƌeal, aŶd
BƌahŵaŶ is ďest desĐƌiďed as sat-Đhit-aŶaŶda ;ďlissful
aǁaƌeŶessͿ. AŶd the UpaŶishads, ǁhiĐh aƌe paƌt of
the Vedas, deĐlaƌe ͞Ahaŵ Bƌahŵasŵi͟ ;I aŵ
BƌahŵaŶͿ, oƌ ͞AǇaŵ AtŵaŶ Bƌahŵa͟;This Atŵa is
BƌahŵaŶͿ.

Does this Đlaiŵ ŵake seŶse? Yes, it does. QuaŶtuŵ
phǇsiĐs Đaŵe ŵeaŶǁhile to the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ that all is
oŶe eŶeƌgǇ aŶd that theƌe aƌe Ŷo sepaƌate eŶtities
aŶǇǁheƌe. IŶĐideŶtallǇ, phǇsiĐists like SĐhƌoediŶgeƌ,
EiŶsteiŶ, HeiseŶďeƌg, etĐ. dƌeǁ iŶspiƌatioŶ fƌoŵ the
Vedas. So faƌ, the Vedas ǁeƌe Ŷeǀeƌ pƌoǀeŶ ǁƌoŶg ďǇ
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sĐieŶĐe ǁhateǀeƌ ǁas tested.

So the Đlaiŵ, that BƌahŵaŶ is the esseŶĐe iŶ all, is
suƌelǇ Đloseƌ to the tƌuth thaŶ the Đlaiŵ ďǇ ChƌistiaŶitǇ
aŶd Islaŵ that the Supƌeŵe is sepaƌate fƌoŵ his
ĐƌeatioŶ, iŶĐludiŶg the huŵaŶ ďeiŶg, aŶd ǁill seŶd
all those ǁho doŶ͛t ďelieǀe iŶ a ĐeƌtaiŶ ďook foƌ
eteƌŶitǇ to hell. This VediĐ Đlaiŵ of diǀiŶitǇ iŶ huŵaŶs
giǀes ŶatuƌallǇ iŶŶeƌ stƌeŶgth to a huŵaŶ ďeiŶg aŶd
also kiŶdŶess ;as BƌahŵaŶ is iŶ otheƌs, tooͿ.

Noǁ ǁhǇ ǁas VediĐ kŶoǁledge suddeŶlǇ ŵade
iŶto a HiŶduisŵ, plaĐed Ŷeǆt aŶd Ǉet ďeloǁ the Ϯ ďig
ƌeligioŶs aŶd assoĐiated fƌoŵ the staƌt ǁith a ͚diǀisiǀe͛
Đaste sǇsteŵ ;ǁhiĐh is a soĐial issue aŶd pƌeǀaleŶt
eǀeƌǇǁheƌeͿ aŶd otheƌ Ŷegatiǀes like sati?

MǇ ĐoŶĐlusioŶ is that the ChuƌĐh ǁas afƌaid it
ǁould lose out ǁheŶ people Đoŵe to kŶoǁ ǁhat VediĐ
kŶoǁledge ƌeallǇ ĐoŶtaiŶs. TheǇ ǁould stop ďliŶdlǇ

ďelieǀiŶg ďut go afteƌ geŶuiŶe kŶoǁledge ǁhiĐh is
theƌe iŶ the Vedas.

That͛s ǁhǇ theǇ had to ĐoiŶ a Ŷeǁ teƌŵ aŶd
deŵeaŶ ͞HiŶduisŵ͟ iŶ the eǇes of ĐoŵŵoŶ people
ƌight fƌoŵ the staƌt. TheǇ ǁeƌe suĐĐessful. EǀeƌǇǁheƌe
ĐhildƌeŶ leaƌŶt iŶ sĐhools aďout the ͚teƌƌiďle Đaste
sǇsteŵ͛ iŶ HiŶduisŵ. People didŶ͛t ask fuƌtheƌ. TheǇ
*kŶeǁ* Ŷoǁ that HiŶduisŵ is gƌeatlǇ iŶfeƌioƌ to the
tǁo ďig ƌeligioŶs.

Yet theƌe is alǁaǇs the feaƌ that people ŵaǇ
disĐoǀeƌ that theǇ ǁeƌe deĐeiǀed foƌ the sake of
poǁeƌ aŶd that tƌuth ŵaǇ ďe diffeƌeŶt fƌoŵ ǁhat theǇ
ǁeƌe taught iŶ ƌeligious Đlass. IŶ GeƌŵaŶǇ, theƌe is a
saǇiŶg ǁhiĐh eǆpƌesses ĐeƌtaiŶ folk ǁisdoŵ:

The KiŶg saǇs to the Pope: ͞You ŵake suƌe that
people staǇ stupid aŶd I ŵake suƌe theǇ staǇ pooƌ.͟

The PoŶgtu festiǀal, oŶe of the ŵost populaƌ
festiǀals of the PoŶgtu ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ of AƌuŶaĐhal
Pƌadesh, ǁas oďseƌǀed ǁith spoŶtaŶeous gaietǇ aŶd
faŶfaƌe at KhoŶsa, LoǁaŶg eǆtolliŶg theiƌ tƌaditioŶal
liteƌatuƌes, folkloƌes, folktales aŶd folk soŶgs aŶd
daŶĐe. The festiǀal ǁas iŶauguƌated ďǇ uŶfuƌliŶg the
festiǀal flag aŶd offeƌiŶg pƌaǇeƌ to the alŵightǇ
͞RaŶgkhothak͟ aŶd iŶauguƌatioŶ of ͚RoŵŶok .͛ The
ĐeleďƌatioŶ ĐoŵŵeŶĐed ǁith RaŶgtaaŵ ƌituals led ďǇ
Chief of TutŶu iŶ pƌeseŶĐe of the iŶǀited digŶitaƌies
iŶ Tutsa s͛ PaŶg ;MoƌoŶg hutͿ.

TakiŶg paƌt iŶ the ĐeleďƌatioŶs Sƌi WaŶgki LoǁaŶg,
the AgƌiĐultuƌe MiŶisteƌ of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh hailed
the Tutsa ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ foƌ its effoƌt iŶ pƌeseƌǀiŶg aŶd
pƌoŵotiŶg theiƌ Đultuƌal tƌaditioŶs. He said that the
tƌaditioŶal liteƌatuƌes, like folkloƌes/folktales aƌe iŶ
daŶgeƌ of ďeĐoŵiŶg eǆtiŶĐt. He uƌged the ƌeseaƌĐh
sĐholaƌs to fiŶd ǁaǇs to pƌeseƌǀe aŶd pƌoŵote theŵ.
The loĐal legislatoƌ, ǁho is also the ĐhaiƌŵaŶ of
AgƌiĐultuƌal aŶd PƌoĐessed Food PƌoduĐts Eǆpoƌt
DeǀelopŵeŶt AuthoƌitǇ ;APEDAͿ, Sƌi WaŶglaŵ SaǁiŶ,
uƌged the Tutsa ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ to pƌeseƌǀe, pƌoteĐt aŶd
pƌoŵote theiƌ age-old Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶs. Sƌi
SaǁiŶ fuƌtheƌ eŵphasized that folk soŶgs aŶd
folktales aŶd the ǀillage ĐouŶĐil/ ChieftaiŶship sǇsteŵ

The PoŶgtu festiǀal of the Tutsa s͛ of AƌuŶaĐhal

ǁhiĐh aƌe ďeiŶg pƌaĐtiĐed fƌoŵ tiŵe iŵŵeŵoƌial ŵust
ďe taught to the ǇouŶgeƌ geŶeƌatioŶ.

The ĐeleďƌatioŶ ǁas ŵaƌked ďǇ Đoloƌful tƌaditioŶal
daŶĐes peƌfoƌŵed ďǇ ǀillageƌs of KothuŶg aŶd TutŶu
aŶd Tutsa ŵodeƌŶ ŵega daŶĐe peƌfoƌŵed ďǇ ǇouŶg
giƌls of Tutsa ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. The ĐeleďƌatioŶ ǁas
atteŶded, aŵoŶg otheƌs, ďǇ the DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ
of Tiƌap Sƌi P.N. ThuŶgoŶ, CoŵŵaŶdaŶt OffiĐeƌ ϭϲ
Assaŵ Rifles Col Sƌi RoďiŶ Kuŵaƌ, foƌŵeƌ MLA Sƌi
Kaŵthok LoǁaŶg, ZPC SoŶtuŶg LoǁaŶg.

PoŶgtu festiǀal ǁas also Đeleďƌated ǁith ŵuĐh
poŵp aŶd tƌaditioŶal gaietǇ at ChaŶglaŶg oŶ
WedŶesdaǇ. AtteŶdiŶg the festiǀal MiŶisteƌ foƌ Food
& Ciǀil Supplies aŶd GeologǇ & MiŶiŶg, sƌi KaŵluŶg
MossaŶg uƌged the people Ŷot to ŵiǆ ƌeligioŶ ǁith
Đultuƌe aŶd Đalled foƌ pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of the age-old
Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶ. PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ
;HǇdƌopoǁeƌͿ Sƌi Phosuŵ KhiŵhuŶ adǀised the
ǇouŶg geŶeƌatioŶ to leaƌŶ theiƌ ŵotheƌ toŶgue aŶd
laŶguages, tƌaditioŶal soŶgs aŶd pƌoŵote the
tƌaditioŶal gaŵes aŶd spoƌts. PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ
;DoTCLͿ Sƌi Tesaŵ PoŶgte said oŶe of the ŵaiŶ ŵotiǀes
ďehiŶd ĐeleďƌatiŶg PoŶgtu festiǀal ĐeŶtƌallǇ ǁas to
shoǁĐase the ƌiĐh Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶs of Tutsa
people.

***************************************************************************************



Heritage Explorer May 201822

Seǆual Đƌiŵes doŵiŶate the ŵedia todaǇ. The
Ŷuŵďeƌ of ƌape Đases iŶ Assaŵ has spiƌalled ĐƌazilǇ.
But Assaŵ is Ŷot aloŶe iŶ this sĐouƌge of huŵaŶitǇ.
AĐƌoss States, ƌape is a dailǇ faƌe aŶd goǀeƌŶŵeŶts seeŵ
iŶuƌed ďǇ this heiŶous Đƌiŵe agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ. SettiŶg
up eŵeƌgeŶĐǇ Đall Ŷuŵďeƌs foƌ ƌape ǀiĐtiŵs to Đall is a
kŶee jeƌk ƌeaĐtioŶ. It s͛ the justiĐe deliǀeƌǇ sǇsteŵ that s͛
failiŶg us. The aĐĐused ofteŶ go uŶsĐathed eǀeŶ if theǇ
speŶd a feǁ Ǉeaƌs iŶ jail. Rape is a pƌeŵeditated Đƌiŵe
aŶd afteƌ the iŶfaŵous NiƌďhaǇa ƌape Đase iŶ ϮϬϭϮ,
ŵaŶǇ stƌiŶgeŶt legal pƌoǀisioŶs haǀe Đoŵe up to deal
ǁith the offeŶdeƌs ďut the Ŷuŵďeƌs ĐoŶtiŶue to ƌise.
HeŶĐe, puŶishŵeŶt peƌ se is Ŷot a deteƌƌeŶt. If laǁs
Đould ĐoŶtƌol Đƌiŵe theŶ IŶdia ǁould haǀe ďeeŶ safeƌ
foƌ ǁoŵeŶ afteƌ ϮϬϭϮ ďut it isŶ͛t. We heaƌ of atteŵpted
ƌapes oƌ of Đases of ƌape Đoŵŵitted oŶ feŵale foƌeigŶ
touƌists as ǁell. This ďƌazeŶŶess shoĐks us ďut it is
happeŶiŶg. As a ǁoŵaŶ oŶe ǁoŶdeƌs, ǁheƌe do ǁe go
fƌoŵ heƌe? AŶd ǁhile Assaŵ is iŶ the Ŷeǁs siŵplǇ foƌ
the sheeƌ Ŷuŵďeƌ of ƌepoƌted ƌape Đases, ǁoŵeŶ iŶ
all seǀeŶ NE sisteƌ States eǆpeƌieŶĐe this depƌaǀitǇ oŶ
a dailǇ ďasis. IŶ MeghalaǇa, a foƌŵeƌ legislatoƌ ǁho is
still seƌǀiŶg jail tiŵe ƌaped a ŵiŶoƌ giƌl ƌepeatedlǇ at
diffeƌeŶt loĐatioŶs. He ǁas supplied the giƌl ďǇ people
ǁho allegedlǇ hiƌed heƌ as a houseŵaid. The helpless
giƌl at last ŵaŶaged to esĐape aŶd ƌepoƌt the Đƌiŵe to
the poliĐe. The legislatoƌ lost the eleĐtioŶ this tiŵe
although he still got a suďstaŶtial Ŷuŵďeƌ of ǀotes.

IŶ the ƌeĐeŶt AsseŵďlǇ sessioŶ iŶ Assaŵ, ƌape aŶd
otheƌ seǆual Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ ďeĐaŵe a heated
topiĐ of disĐussioŶ. At least ϯ,ϬϬϵ ƌapes Đases aŶd
ϭϳ,ϭϬϲ Đases of ǀioleŶĐe agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ haǀe ďeeŶ
ƌegisteƌed siŶĐe the BJP GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt led ďǇ
SaƌďaŶaŶda SoŶoǁal took Đhaƌge iŶ ϮϬϭϲ. IŶ ϮϬϭϲ-ϭϳ,
ϭ,ϱϱϮ ƌape Đases ǁeƌe ƌegisteƌed iŶ Assaŵ. TheŶ fƌoŵ
JaŶuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϳ till date theƌe aƌe ϭ,ϰϱϳ ƌepoƌted ƌape
Đases. These figuƌes ǁeƌe giǀeŶ ďǇ PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ
Affaiƌs MiŶisteƌ ChaŶdƌa MohaŶ PatoǁaƌǇ ǁho also
stated that at least ŶiŶe ǁoŵeŶ ǁeƌe killed afteƌ
ďeiŶg ƌaped duƌiŶg this tiŵe. Of the ϯ,ϬϬϵ ƌape Đases
ƌepoƌted, oŶlǇ ϭ,ϳϴϲ peƌsoŶs ǁeƌe aƌƌested aŶd ϭ,ϲϵϳ
aƌe Đhaƌgesheeted. But the ĐoŶǀiĐtioŶ ƌate is disŵal.
OŶlǇ ϳϲ aĐĐused haǀe ďeeŶ ĐoŶǀiĐted so faƌ. Cases of
ǀioleŶĐe agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ ŶuŵďeƌiŶg ϴ,ϳϳϭ ǁeƌe
ƌegisteƌed iŶ ϮϬϭϲ-ϭϳ aŶd fƌoŵ JaŶuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϳ till date,

Seǆual Đƌiŵes aŶd iŶadeƋuate State ƌespoŶse
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the figuƌe is ϴ,ϯϯϱ. This figuƌe is likelǇ to go up. What
is shoĐkiŶg is the Ŷuŵďeƌ of Đases of aďduĐtioŶ of
ǁoŵeŶ. RoughlǇ ϰ,ϳϵϰ ǁoŵeŶ ǁeƌe aďduĐted iŶ
ϮϬϭϲ-ϭϳ aŶd ϰ,ϯϭϰ iŶ ϮϬϭϳ-ϭϴ. So ǁheƌe the laǁ aŶd
oƌdeƌ is, oŶe ŵight ask. Oƌ is the pƌeseŶt sǇsteŵ
iŶĐapaďle of haŶdliŶg these seŶsitiǀe Đases? Is the
poliĐe tƌaiŶiŶg giǀeŶ thus faƌ eƋual to the task ďefoƌe
it? Hoǁ aƌe ƌape Đases aĐtuallǇ haŶdled? It ǁould ďe
iŶteƌestiŶg if a ƌeseaƌĐh is doŶe oŶ poliĐe staŶdaƌd
opeƌatiŶg pƌoĐeduƌes ;SOPͿ oŶĐe a ƌape Đase is
ƌepoƌted. Hoǁ ƋuiĐk is the ƌespoŶse tiŵe? Oƌ is poliĐe
suffeƌiŶg fƌoŵ ĐoŵpassioŶ fatigue? Hoǁ ŵaŶǇ
poliĐeǁoŵeŶ ŵake up the poliĐe foƌĐe iŶ aŶǇ State?
Hoǁ tƌaiŶed aƌe these poliĐe ǁoŵeŶ iŶ
uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg the ŶuaŶĐes of geŶdeƌ aŶd ǁhat
tƌiggeƌs Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ?

While it is futile to eǆpeĐt the poliĐe aloŶe to deal
ǁith this soĐial Đƌiŵe, the faĐt ƌeŵaiŶs that the poliĐe
aƌe the puŶitiǀe aƌŵ of the laǁ aŶd theǇ aƌe the fiƌst
ƌespoŶdeŶts to ĐitizeŶs͛ ĐoŵplaiŶts. The poliĐe kŶoǁ
eǆaĐtlǇ ǁhǇ ƌape Đases go uŶdeƌ the ƌadaƌ aŶd ǁhǇ
theǇ fail iŶ a Đouƌt of laǁ. EǀideŶĐe gatheƌiŶg is ǁeak
aŶd iŶsuffiĐieŶt to Ŷail the Đulpƌit ;ƌapistͿ iŶ a justiĐe
sǇsteŵ ǁheƌe it is ďelieǀed that Ŷo oŶe should ďe
puŶished ǁithout eǀeƌǇ shƌed of eǀideŶĐe ďeiŶg
tested aŶd fouŶd suffiĐieŶt foƌ suĐh ĐoŶǀiĐtioŶ.
HeŶĐe, these daǇs, the puďliĐ haǀe deĐided to take
the laǁ iŶ theiƌ haŶds ƌatheƌ thaŶ ƌelǇ oŶ the ĐƌiŵiŶal
justiĐe sǇsteŵ. This happeŶed iŶ AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh
ǁheƌe a giƌl Đhild ǁas ƌaped. It is happeŶiŶg iŶ Assaŵ
ǁheƌe ŵiŶoƌs aƌe ƌaped. AŶd this ǀigilaŶtisŵ is ďouŶd
to take a ĐopǇĐat ŵode if the laǁ fails to deteƌ futuƌe
ƌapists. The puďliĐ ŵood is that ƌapists should ďe
Đastƌated ďeĐause that is the oŶlǇ justiĐe that ĐaŶ ďe
deliǀeƌed foƌ suĐh a heiŶous Đƌiŵe. While huŵaŶ
ƌights aĐtiǀists ŵight go ƋueasǇ, the faĐt ƌeŵaiŶs that
despeƌate tiŵes Đall foƌ despeƌate ŵeasuƌes aŶd if
oŶe is to go ďǇ the Ŷeǁs ƌepoƌts fƌoŵ Assaŵ, theŶ
the situatioŶ does ǁaƌƌaŶt despeƌate ŵeasuƌes.

As a soĐietǇ, hoǁeǀeƌ, ǁe aƌe left to ǁoŶdeƌ as to
ǁhat has goŶe ǁƌoŶg ǁith ouƌ soĐial ŵoƌes. WhǇ has
the iŶstiŶĐt of the ďeast oǀeƌtakeŶ huŵaŶs to the
poiŶt that a ƌapist fails to see the faĐe of his ŵotheƌ/
sisteƌ/ daughteƌ iŶ the ƌape ǀiĐtiŵ? Is it ƌage that
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dƌiǀes ŵeŶ to ƌape? Is it ƌepƌessed seǆualitǇ ǁhiĐh
paƌeŶts haǀe Ŷot ďeeŶ aďle to suffiĐieŶtlǇ eǆplaiŶ aŶd
ǁhiĐh is let loose ďeĐause the aǀeŶues foƌ ǁatĐhiŶg
poƌŶogƌaphǇ aƌe Ŷoǁ just a ĐliĐk aǁaǇ? PaƌeŶts todaǇ
ĐoŵplaiŶ that theiƌ kids ;soŶs aŶd daughteƌsͿ ƌetiƌe to
theiƌ ƌooŵs foƌ the Ŷight ďut speŶd loŶg houƌs ǁell
past ŵidŶight fiddliŶg ǁith theiƌ gadgets. PaƌeŶts ŵoaŶ
that it͛s Ŷo loŶgeƌ possiďle to ŵoŶitoƌ ǁhat theiƌ
ĐhildƌeŶ ǁatĐh oŶĐe theǇ aƌe out of the house oƌ iŶ
theiƌ oǁŶ ďedƌooŵs. This should ŵake us ƌethiŶk ouƌ
tested paƌeŶtiŶg stƌategies. What aƌe ǁe as paƌeŶts
doiŶg to ĐoŶfƌoŶt the gƌoǁiŶg Đƌiŵe of ƌape aŶd
ǀioleŶĐe agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ? Hoǁ aƌe ouƌ soŶs iŶtƌoduĐed
to seǆ aŶd seǆualitǇ? Is the seǆ eduĐatioŶ iŵpaƌted iŶ
eduĐatioŶal iŶstitutioŶs eŶough to oƌieŶt the ŵale
ŵiŶd toǁaƌds uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg the ďƌutalitǇ of ƌapiŶg a
ǇouŶg giƌl oƌ a giƌl Đhild oƌ a ǁoŵaŶ, foƌ that ŵatteƌ?

Theƌe is aŶ atteŵpt to pƌofile ƌapists iŶ Assaŵ as
ďeiŶg of BaŶgladeshi oƌigiŶ as theǇ haǀe ŶothiŶg to
lose. TheǇ ĐaŶ Đoŵŵit Đƌiŵes aŶd esĐape iŶto theiƌ
little ghettos oƌ Đƌoss the ďoƌdeƌs ǁith iŵpuŶitǇ. But
ǁe ǁould ďe ŵissiŶg aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt peƌspeĐtiǀe if ǁe
ďelieǀe that oŶlǇ ŵeŶ of a ĐeƌtaiŶ soĐial stƌata ĐaŶ
Đoŵŵit ƌape aŶd otheƌ seǆual Đƌiŵes. Rapists Đoŵe
fƌoŵ diffeƌeŶt soĐio-eĐoŶoŵiĐ pƌofiles aŶd the ͚Me

Too͛ ĐaŵpaigŶ has eŵďoldeŶed ǁoŵeŶ to speak up
aŶd Ŷaƌƌate theiƌ tales of ŵolestatioŶ, ŵost ofteŶ at
the haŶds of ŵale faŵilǇ ŵeŵďeƌs ;uŶĐles, ĐousiŶs, et
alͿ. ReseaƌĐh iŶfoƌŵs that ƌape is ofteŶ Đoŵŵitted ďǇ a
peƌsoŶ kŶoǁŶ to the ǀiĐtiŵ/ suƌǀiǀoƌ aŶd/oƌ ďǇ faŵilǇ
ŵeŵďeƌs. But that ĐategoƌizatioŶ is Ŷo loŶgeƌ
saĐƌosaŶĐt. These daǇs ƌape is Đoŵŵitted ďǇ Đoŵplete
stƌaŶgeƌs oŶ uŶsuspeĐtiŶg ǇouŶg ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ.
This ŵakes it diffiĐult foƌ the laǁ to ƌeaĐh out to eǀeƌǇ
Ŷook aŶd ĐoƌŶeƌ of the ĐouŶtƌǇ. It is heƌe that soĐietǇ
has a ƌole to plaǇ. MeƌelǇ ĐoŶdeŵŶiŶg a ƌape aŶd ƌagiŶg
aŶd ƌaŶtiŶg aďout it oŶ soĐial ŵedia aƌe Ŷo solutioŶ.
We Ŷeed ĐitizeŶs͛ aĐtioŶ gƌoups to staƌt speakiŶg aďout
the Đƌiŵe of ƌape aŶd to help us uŶdeƌstaŶd ǁhat paƌt
of the ŵale psǇĐhe tƌiggeƌs this Đƌiŵe.

We Ŷeed to seek out psǇĐhologists aŶd
psǇĐhoaŶalǇsts to eŶaďle us to get a gƌip oŶ hoǁ to
deal ǁith aŶd ĐouŶsel ouƌ ǇouŶg soŶs aŶd ŵale
ŵeŵďeƌs of the faŵilǇ to alloǁ theiƌ seǆualitǇ a
healthǇ outlet. A peeƌ suppoƌt gƌoup foƌ this Đause is
iŵpeƌatiǀe ďeĐause, ǁhile ǁe ŵaǇ Ŷot ďe aďle to fiŶd
ǁoƌds to ĐouŶsel ouƌ oǁŶ, ďut, ouƌ gƌoup ŵeŵďeƌs
ĐaŶ help ouƌ ĐhildƌeŶ ǁhile ǁe ĐaŶ help theiƌs.

CaŶ ǁe staƌt soŵeǁheƌe iŶstead of laŵeŶtiŶg ouƌ
fates? ;The Assaŵ TƌiďuŶe, Apƌil ϱ, ϮϬϭϴͿ

Assaŵ is oŶ ďoil eǀeƌ siŶĐe the NRC doĐuŵeŶtatioŶ
pƌoĐess ǁas staƌted iŶ ϮϬϭϳ. As peƌ uŶoffiĐial estiŵates,
ŵoƌe thaŶ a lakh BaŶgladeshi foƌeigŶeƌs aƌe iŶ Assaŵ
ǁithout aŶǇ ǀalid doĐuŵeŶt. The FoƌeigŶeƌ s͛ TƌiďuŶals
set up ďǇ the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of Assaŵ ǁith the
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of IŶdia ĐoŶĐuƌƌeŶĐe haǀe deteĐted
seǀeƌal Đases of illegal iŶfiltƌatoƌs aŶd oƌdeƌed foƌ the
depoƌtatioŶ. UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ ďeĐause of soŵe legal sŶags
these foƌeigŶeƌs aƌe Ǉet to ďe depoƌted.

EǀeŶ though IŶdia aŶd BaŶgladesh agƌeed ǁaǇ ďaĐk
iŶ ϮϬϭϯ to folloǁ the poliĐǇ of offiĐial depoƌtatioŶ of
all BaŶgladeshis staǇiŶg illegallǇ iŶ IŶdia, the
BaŶgladesh GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt is giǀiŶg a lukeǁaƌŵ
ƌespoŶse to iŵpleŵeŶt the poliĐǇ oŶ the gƌouŶd. The
ǀeƌifiĐatioŶ ƌepoƌts of the addƌesses of Ϯϴϰ illegal
BaŶgladeshis as deĐlaƌed ďǇ FoƌeigŶeƌs TƌiďuŶals iŶ
Assaŵ, ǁhiĐh haǀe ďeeŶ seŶt to BaŶgadesh, aƌe Ǉet
to Đoŵe, peŶdiŶg pƌoĐess of depoƌtatioŶ. Despite the
faĐt that the ŶeighďouƌiŶg ĐouŶtƌǇ assuƌed IŶdia
of eǆteŶdiŶg full ĐoopeƌatioŶ iŶ  takiŶg ďaĐk all its
ĐitizeŶs ǁho illegallǇ eŶteƌed IŶdia, the BaŶgladesh

BaŶgladesh ƌeluĐtaŶt to take ďaĐk illegal foƌeigŶeƌs

GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt has shoǁŶ ǀeƌǇ pooƌ ƌespoŶse to the
addƌess ǀeƌifiĐatioŶ pƌoĐess.

 Pƌioƌ to MaƌĐh, ϮϬϭϯ the Boƌdeƌ PoliĐe of the state
used to push ďaĐk deĐlaƌed illegal foƌeigŶeƌs to
BaŶgladesh thƌough the IŶdo-BaŶgla ďoƌdeƌ, ďut the
Ŷeǁ poliĐǇ adopted ďǇ the tǁo ĐouŶtƌies iŶ MaƌĐh,
ϮϬϭϯ had doŶe aǁaǇ ǁith the sǇsteŵ of pushiŶg ďaĐk.
IŶstead BaŶgladesh had agƌeed to the sǇsteŵ of
depoƌtatioŶ of illegal BaŶgladeshi ŵigƌaŶts. Though
the agƌeeŵeŶt souŶds good, it has Ŷot Ǉielded ŵuĐh
positiǀe ƌesults oŶ the gƌouŶd, ǁith IŶdia has so faƌ
ďeeŶ aďle to depoƌt oŶlǇ tǁo deĐlaƌed illegal
foƌeigŶeƌs aŶd ϳϮ ĐoŶǀiĐted illegal foƌeigŶeƌs to the
ŶeighďouƌiŶg ŶatioŶ.

Theƌe is a diffeƌeŶĐe ďetǁeeŶ deĐlaƌed illegal
foƌeigŶeƌs aŶd ĐoŶǀiĐted illegal foƌeigŶeƌs. DeĐlaƌed
foƌeigŶeƌs aƌe those eŶteƌiŶg IŶdia illegallǇ ǁithout
aŶǇ ǀalid doĐuŵeŶt. CoŶǀiĐted illegal foƌeigŶeƌs, oŶ
the otheƌ haŶd, aƌe those ǁho eŶteƌ IŶdia ǁith ǀalid
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College StudeŶts͛ UŶioŶ, aŵoŶg otheƌs, spoke aďout
the issues leadiŶg to oĐĐuƌƌeŶĐe of Đƌiŵes agaiŶst
ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ĐautioŶed the people to ƌeŵaiŶed aleƌt to
ĐheĐk suĐh Đƌiŵes iŶ futuƌe. The pƌotesteƌs
suďseƋueŶtlǇ suďŵitted a ŵeŵoƌaŶduŵ to the DeputǇ
CoŵŵissioŶeƌ of DaƌƌaŶg iŶ suppoƌt of theiƌ Đhaƌteƌ of
deŵaŶds, ǁhiĐh iŶĐluded settiŶg up of a fast tƌaĐk Đouƌt
iŶ MaŶgaldai foƌ speedǇ tƌial of suĐh Đases, iŶtƌoduĐtioŶ
of OŶe-stop CeŶtƌe sĐheŵe Đalled ͚Sakhi͛ foƌ ŵitigatiŶg
the pƌoďleŵs of ŶeedǇ ǁoŵeŶ ǀiĐtiŵs, aƌƌaŶgeŵeŶts
foƌ ŵakiŶg the Ŷeǁ WoŵeŶ PoliĐe StatioŶ iŶ MaŶgaldai
opeƌatioŶal aŶd filliŶg up ǀaĐaŶĐǇ of the ƌegulaƌ DistƌiĐt
SoĐial Welfaƌe OffiĐeƌ-Đuŵ-DistƌiĐt PƌoteĐtioŶ OffiĐeƌ
Đhaƌged ǁith the ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ of  pƌoŵptlǇ haŶdliŶg
all Đases ƌelated to oppƌessioŶ of ǁoŵeŶ.
SiŵulteŶeouslǇ, a ŵeetiŶg of the DaƌƌaŶg DistƌiĐt
WoŵeŶ͛s Cell pƌesided oǀeƌ ďǇ its ChaiƌpeƌsoŶ aŶd
atteŶded ďǇ the AdditioŶal DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ of
MaŶgaldai DistƌiĐt ǁas held at the DeputǇ
CoŵŵissioŶeƌ s͛ offiĐe to disĐuss the issues ƌaised ďǇ
the pƌotesteƌs. The ŵeetiŶg eǆpƌessed seƌious ĐoŶĐeƌŶ
oǀeƌ the ƌisiŶg gƌaph iŶ ƌegaƌd to Đƌiŵes agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ
iŶ the distƌiĐt oǀeƌ the last feǁ Ǉeaƌs. The ŵeetiŶg ǁas
atteŶded, aŵoŶg otheƌs ďǇ Sipajhaƌ CiƌĐle OffiĐeƌ Sŵt.
MaŶali JaiŶ, MaŶgaldai EleĐtioŶ OffiĐeƌ Sŵt. AŶtaƌa
Gogoi, AdditioŶal SupeƌiŶteŶdeŶt of PoliĐe, DaƌƌaŶg
Sƌi SatǇajit Nath, Suď-DiǀisioŶal MediĐal aŶd Health
OffiĐeƌ Dƌ Niƌŵal Kuŵaƌ BeƌiǇa, laǁǇeƌ Sƌi Pƌeŵesǁaƌ
Saƌŵa, ƌepƌeseŶtatiǀes fƌoŵ DistƌiĐt Child PƌoteĐtioŶ
OffiĐe, ǁoŵeŶ aĐtiǀists, soĐial eŶtƌepƌeŶeuƌ aŶd
jouƌŶalist Sƌi MaǇukh Gosǁaŵi deliďeƌated oŶ diffeƌeŶt

issues ƌelated to Đƌiŵe agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ, iŶĐludiŶg effeĐt
of sŵaƌt phoŶes, ƌole of  aŶti-soĐial eleŵeŶts,
ĐoŶtƌaďaŶd dƌugs aŶd suggested foƌ  foƌŵiŶg ǀillage-
leǀel aĐtioŶ gƌoups, pƌagŵatiĐ tiŵe-ďouŶd plaŶs foƌ
ŵass aǁaƌeŶess, aŵoŶg otheƌs.

It is ŶeĐessaƌǇ to ŵeŶtioŶ heƌe that the MaŶgaldai
distƌiĐt ƌeĐoƌded ϭ,Ϭϰϲ Đases iŶ ϮϬϭϱ ǁith suďseƋueŶt
iŶĐƌease eǀeƌǇ Ǉeaƌ. The figuƌe iŶ ϮϬϭϲ stood at ϭ,Ϯϴϲ,
ǁith aŶ iŶĐƌease of ϮϰϬ Đases . IŶ ϮϬϭϳ, the figuƌe stood
at ϭ,ϰϮϮ, aŶd duƌiŶg the ĐuƌƌeŶt Ǉeaƌ till FeďƌuaƌǇ, the
figuƌe ƌeaĐhed ϭϳϰ.

The upƌoaƌ oǀeƌ the atƌoĐities oŶ ǁoŵeŶ ǁas also
ƌefleĐted ďǇ the aĐtioŶ takeŶ ďǇ the puďliĐ aŶd the
distƌiĐt adŵiŶistƌatioŶ of Kiokƌajhaƌ. ReĐeŶtlǇ a
ŵeetiŶg ǁas ĐoŶǀeŶed ďǇ the DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ
of the distƌiĐt iŶ his ĐoŶfeƌeŶĐe hall  to disĐuss the
issues ƌelatiŶg to Đƌiŵe agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ
iŶ the ĐoŶteǆt of the ƌeĐeŶt deǀelopŵeŶts iŶ the
distƌiĐt. The ŵeetiŶg ǁas Đhaiƌed ďǇ NiƌaŶjaŶ Baƌuah,
DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ of Kokƌajhaƌ. The ŵeetiŶg
stƌessed oŶ the iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of geŶeƌatiŶg aǁaƌeŶess
aŵoŶg the puďliĐ as to hoǁ pƌeǀeŶt Đƌiŵes agaiŶst
ĐhildƌeŶ, giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ. IŶ his speeĐh, the DC
eǆpƌessed his ĐoŶĐeƌŶ oǀeƌ the gƌoǁiŶg iŶĐideŶts of
Đƌiŵes like ŵolestatioŶ, ƌape, kidŶappiŶg of ǁoŵeŶ
aĐƌoss the State. He assuƌed of holdiŶg aǁaƌeŶess
ŵeetiŶgs at the ǀillage leǀel iŶǀolǀiŶg GaoŶďuƌhas,
NGOs, ŵeŵďeƌs of diffeƌeŶt soĐial oƌgaŶisatioŶs aŶd
ĐoŶĐeƌŶed GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt depaƌtŵeŶts. PaƌtiĐipatiŶg iŶ
the ŵeetiŶg.

doĐuŵeŶts ďut ĐoŶtiŶue to staǇ iŶ the ĐouŶtƌǇ eǀeŶ
afteƌ eǆpiƌǇ of the teƌŵ of theiƌ legal doĐuŵeŶts.

PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ Affaiƌ MiŶisteƌ ChaŶdƌa MohaŶ
PatoǁaƌǇ ƌeĐeŶtlǇ iŶfoƌŵed the Assaŵ AsseŵďlǇ that
the State has ďeeŶ suĐĐessful iŶ seŶdiŶg ďaĐk ϳϲϵ
illegal BaŶgladeshis to BaŶgladesh iŶ the last ϭϬ Ǉeaƌs.
Out of ϳϲϵ suĐh illegal foƌeigŶeƌs ϳϰ of theŵ had ďeeŶ
͞offiĐiallǇ depoƌted͟ to BaŶgladesh, he said. PatoǁaƌǇ
said the State has ďeeŶ aďle to deteĐt ϵϬ,ϬϮϬ
BaŶgladeshis till DeĐeŵďeƌ ϯϭ, ϮϬϭϳ.

The BJP ďefoƌe ĐoŵiŶg to poǁeƌ at the CeŶtƌe iŶ

ϮϬϭϰ had ǀoǁed to seŶd ďaĐk all illegal BaŶgladeshis
fƌoŵ Assaŵ to theiƌ hoŵelaŶd ǁith ďag aŶd ďaggage.
UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ, due to seǀeƌal legal huƌdles aŶd ŶoŶ-
ĐoopeƌatioŶ of the oppositioŶ ďeŶĐhes the State
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt has Ŷot ďeeŶ aďle to depoƌt deteĐted
foƌeigŶeƌs to theiƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ as eǆpeĐted. Altogetheƌ
ϵϮϬ deĐlaƌed illegal foƌeigŶeƌs aƌe staǇiŶg iŶ siǆ
deteŶtioŶ Đaŵps iŶ the State. It is high tiŵe the BJP-
led GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt iŶ Delhi took up the issue ǁith its
ĐouŶteƌpaƌt iŶ BaŶgladesh to depoƌt illegal foƌeigŶeƌs.
Dispuƌ should also puƌsue the issue ǁith the CeŶtƌe.

BaŶgladesh ƌeluĐtaŶt to take ďaĐk illegal foƌeigŶeƌs
***************************************************************************************
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ChaŶdƌa ǁas a kiŶg, ǁhose soŶs kept a gƌoup
of ŵoŶkeǇs as pets.

These ŵoŶkeǇs ǁeƌe tƌeated as ƌoǇal pets, aŶd
ǁeƌe pƌoǀided ǁith the ĐhoiĐest of foods aŶd the
ďest of Đaƌe. As theǇ did Ŷot haǀe ŵuĐh to do,
theǇ had ďeĐoŵe fat.

 The Đhief of these ŵoŶkeǇs ǁas ǀeƌǇ ǁise. The
folloǁed gƌeat philosopheƌs aŶd ǁas leaƌŶed iŶ
ŵaŶǇ sĐieŶĐes. He alǁaǇs tƌied to teaĐh the otheƌ
ŵoŶkeǇs, ďut theǇ had ďeĐoŵe too aďsoƌďed iŶ
theiƌ laǀish liǀes to folloǁ ŵuĐh of his teaĐhiŶgs.

 OŶ the otheƌ haŶd, the pƌiŶĐes also had tǁo
stƌoŶg ƌaŵs ;ďillǇ goatsͿ, ǁhiĐh used to dƌaǁ the
Đaƌƌiage used ďǇ the ǇouŶg pƌiŶĐes.

 OŶe of the ƌaŵs ǁas a gluttoŶ, aŶd ǁould
Đƌeep iŶto the kitĐheŶ ǁheŶeǀeƌ he Đould aŶd eat
ǁhateǀeƌ he Đould get theƌe. This ŵade the Đooks
ǀeƌǇ aŶgƌǇ, aŶd theǇ ǁould keep a ǁatĐh. The Đooks
ǁould thƌoǁ aŶǇthiŶg theǇ Đould laǇ theiƌ haŶd
oŶ, to hit the ƌaŵ, ǁheŶ he ǁould ďe Ŷeaƌ the
kitĐheŶ.

 NotiĐiŶg the Đooks tƌǇiŶg to hit hiŵ ǁith stiĐks,
eaƌtheŶ pots, Đoppeƌ paŶs aŶd aŶǇthiŶg theǇ fouŶd
haŶdǇ, the Đhief of the ŵoŶkeǇs thought, "This
ďehaǀiouƌ Đould lead to aĐĐideŶts, aŶd this eŶtiƌe
ĐitǇ ŵaǇ peƌish. What if theǇ thƌeǁ soŵethiŶg ǁith
fiƌe?"

 The Đhief of ŵoŶkeǇs suŵŵoŶed the otheƌ
ŵoŶkeǇ aŶd said, "The ďehaǀiouƌ of the Đooks
toǁaƌds the ƌaŵ ĐaŶ lead to soŵe ŵishap aŶǇ daǇ,
aŶd ǁe ŵaǇ ǁell ďe oŶ the losiŶg side, if that is to
happeŶ. Let us get aǁaǇ fƌoŵ heƌe, ďefoƌe soŵe
aĐĐideŶt is to happeŶ."

But, the otheƌ ŵoŶkeǇs ǁeƌe eŶjoǇiŶg theiƌ
laǀish tƌeatŵeŶt, aŶd did Ŷot go ďaĐk to the juŶgle.
TheǇ ƌefused to heed the Đhief's ǁaƌŶiŶgs, aŶd
deĐided to staǇ. TheǇ assuŵed that the Đhief ǁas
gettiŶg old, aŶd haǀiŶg all tǇpes of ǁeiƌd thoughts.

 Thus, the Đhief of ŵoŶkeǇs deĐided to leaǀe

The UŶfoƌgiǀiŶg MoŶkeǇ

aloŶe. He said, "You aƌe ŵoƌe fools thaŶ ĐƌazǇ Ŷot
to foƌesee the daŶgeƌ. I shall leaǀe heƌe, as I ǀalue
life ŵoƌe thaŶ the aďuŶdaŶt foods seƌǀed heƌe!"

 Afteƌ the Đhief of ŵoŶkeǇ had depaƌted to the
juŶgle aloŶe, oŶe daǇ, the ƌaŵ eŶteƌed the kitĐheŶ
aŶd ate soŵe food that ǁas ďeiŶg oƌgaŶized to ďe
seƌǀed to the kiŶg.

 OŶe of the Đooks got ǀeƌǇ aŶgƌǇ, aŶd uŶaďle to
get aŶǇthiŶg else haŶdǇ, thƌeǁ a half-ďuƌŶt log
fƌoŵ the oǀeŶ. The log hit the ƌaŵ. As the ƌaŵ's
ďodǇ ǁas Đoǀeƌed ǁith ǁool, it iŶstaŶtlǇ Đaught
fiƌe. IŶ the paiŶ of fiƌe oŶ hiŵ, the ƌaŵ ƌaŶ to the
staďle. The dƌǇ gƌass foƌ the hoƌses Đaught fiƌe,
aŶd iŶ a ŵoŵeŶt the ǁhole staďle ǁas eŶgulfed
iŶ fiƌe.

 Theƌe ǁas a paŶdeŵoŶiuŵ, aŶd ďǇ the tiŵe,
the fiƌe ǁas eǆtiŶguished ďǇ the palaĐe ǁoƌkeƌs,
the hoƌses suffeƌed gƌaǀe ďuƌŶiŶgs. WheŶ the
Ŷeǁs ƌeaĐhed the kiŶg, he ǁas ǀeƌǇ depƌessed that
suĐh a thiŶg had happeŶed to his faǀouƌite hoƌses,
aŶd suŵŵoŶed ǀeteƌiŶaƌǇ suƌgeoŶs to pƌesĐƌiďe
hiŵ ƌeŵedǇ.

 Afteƌ ƌefeƌƌiŶg ŵaŶǇ sĐƌiptuƌes, the ǀeteƌiŶaƌǇ
suƌgeoŶs adǀised, "O KiŶg, the ǁouŶds Đaused ďǇ
fiƌe ǁill ƌeĐoǀeƌ fast, if theǇ aƌe applied ǁith
ŵoŶkeǇ's fat."

 Thus, the kiŶg oƌdeƌed all the pet ŵoŶkeǇs ďe
Đaught, aŶd killed iŵŵediatelǇ. The fat fƌoŵ theiƌ
ďodies ǁeƌe theŶ used to tƌeat the hoƌse's ǁouŶds.

 WheŶ this Ŷeǁs ƌeaĐhed the Đhief of the
ŵoŶkeǇs, he ǁas ǀeƌǇ sad. He thought, "The
ŵoŶkeǇs ǁeƌe foolish Ŷot to heed the ǁaƌŶiŶgs,
ďut the kiŶg is ǁiĐked foƌ doiŶg this to his pets. I
ǁill ŵake hiŵ paǇ foƌ his aĐtioŶs!"

 He had Ŷot eateŶ food, oƌ dƌuŶk ǁateƌ foƌ
seǀeƌal daǇs as he ǁas heaƌt-ďƌokeŶ. AďseŶt-
ŵiŶdedlǇ, he Đaŵe to a lake full of ďeautiful lotus.
He ǁas thiƌstǇ, aŶd deĐided to dƌiŶk soŵe ǁateƌ.
As he Đaŵe Ŷeaƌ the lake, he ŶotiĐed that theƌe
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 WheŶ the kiŶg heaƌd this, he said, "HeǇ
MoŶkeǇ Chief, if this lake ƌeallǇ eǆists, please take
lead us to it. I ǁill Đoŵe to see it ŵǇself, aŶd eǀeŶ
ďƌiŶg eǀeƌǇďodǇ iŶ the palaĐe aloŶg ǁith ŵe."

 It ǁas deĐided, aŶd iŶ the eaƌlǇ ŵoƌŶiŶg of the
ǀeƌǇ Ŷeǆt SuŶdaǇ, the kiŶg aŶd the Đhief of the
ŵoŶkeǇs set to tƌaǀel iŶside the juŶgle. TheǇ ǁeƌe
folloǁed ďǇ the pƌiŶĐes, ƋueeŶs, ŵiŶisteƌs,
household ǁoƌkeƌs aŶd eǀeƌǇďodǇ else iŶ the
palaĐe.

 WheŶ theǇ ƌeaĐhed the plaĐe, eǀeƌǇďodǇ ǁas
aǁe-stƌuĐk to see the lake full of lotus. The Đhief
of ŵoŶkeǇs said, "EǀeƌǇďodǇ should eŶteƌ the lake
at the saŵe tiŵe, oƌ oŶlǇ the fiƌst feǁ ǁill ƌeĐeiǀed
the ďlessiŶgs. As foƌ Ǉou, ŵǇ kiŶg, Ǉou should ǁait.
I ǁill shoǁ Ǉou a speĐial plaĐe to eŶteƌ the lake
afteƌ theǇ haǀe goŶe iŶto the lake."

 The gƌeedǇ kiŶg, aŶd eǀeƌǇďodǇ else folloǁed
his iŶstƌuĐtioŶs aŶd got iŶto the lake. OŶe ďǇ oŶe,
theǇ staƌted to disappeaƌ. The kiŶg kept aŶǆiouslǇ
ǁaitiŶg foƌ theŵ to ƌetuƌŶ ǁith tƌeasuƌes.

 WheŶ his people aŶd ƌelatiǀes did Ŷot Đoŵe
out of the lake afteƌ a loŶg tiŵe, the kiŶg asked,
"O MoŶkeǇ Chief, ǁhǇ do theǇ Ŷot Đoŵe out? WhǇ
is it that theǇ take so loŶg tiŵe?"

 The Đhief of the ŵoŶkeǇs juŵped to the top of
a tƌee aŶd ƌeplied, "O ǁiĐked kiŶg, a ŵoŶsteƌ liǀes
iŶ this ǀeƌǇ lake that has eateŶ all Ǉouƌ Đouƌt
ŵeŵďeƌs, aŶd ƌelatiǀes. I haǀe Ŷoǁ killed all Ǉouƌ
faŵilǇ, as Ǉou haǀe killed ŵiŶe. The sĐƌiptuƌes saǇ,
it is Ŷot a siŶ to ƌetuƌŶ eǀil foƌ eǀil deeds."

 He ĐoŶtiŶued, "I haǀe saǀed Ǉou, foƌ Ǉou ǁeƌe
oŶĐe ŵǇ ŵasteƌ! You ŵaǇ ƌetuƌŶ to Ǉouƌ palaĐe,
eŵptǇ-haŶded aŶd aloŶe."

 Thus, the kiŶg ƌetuƌŶed to his palaĐe afteƌ
losiŶg all his ƌelatiǀes aŶd household ŵeŵďeƌs,
ǁhile the Đhief of ŵoŶkeǇs had his ƌeǀeŶge.

The ǁise iŶdeed saǇ:

Gƌeed suƌelǇ ďƌiŶgs disasteƌ aŶd destƌuĐtioŶ
iŶ the eŶd.

ǁeƌe ŵaŶǇ footpƌiŶts of ďoth ŵeŶ aŶd aŶiŵals,
that led to the lake, ďut Ŷot a siŶgle footpƌiŶt led
aǁaǇ fƌoŵ the lake.

 He ďeĐaŵe aǁaƌe, aŶd ĐoŶĐluded theƌe ŵust
ďe soŵethiŶg ǁƌoŶg iŶ this ďeautifullǇ deĐoƌated
lake. He fetĐhed soŵe holloǁ steŵs of lotus plaŶt
ŶeaƌďǇ, aŶd usiŶg theŵ as a pipe, dƌaŶk ǁateƌ
fƌoŵ a distaŶĐe.

 As he ǁas doiŶg so, a ŵoŶsteƌ eŵeƌged fƌoŵ
the lake. He had a ŶeĐklaĐe of jeǁels aƌouŶd his
ŶeĐk. He said, "I aŵ a ŵoŶsteƌ ǁho liǀes iŶ this
lake. Whoeǀeƌ eŶteƌs this lake to ďath oƌ dƌiŶk
ǁateƌ, eŶds up iŶ ŵǇ tuŵŵǇ. Foƌ so ŵaŶǇ Ǉeaƌs, I
haǀe Ŷot seeŶ aŶǇďodǇ as ǁise as Ǉou! You dƌiŶk
ǁateƌ fƌoŵ the lake, ďut ŵaiŶtaiŶ a distaŶĐe ǁheƌe
I ĐaŶŶot touĐh Ǉou. I aŵ so pleased ǁith Ǉou, that
I shall gƌaŶt aŶǇ ǁish Ǉou ŵaǇ ǁaŶt!"

 The Đhief of ŵoŶkeǇ iŵŵediatelǇ ƌeŵeŵďeƌed
that he had a ƌeǀeŶge to take, aŶd said, "Tell ŵe,
hoǁ ŵaŶǇ ĐaŶ Ǉou eat? I haǀe a ĐeƌtaiŶ kiŶg as
ŵǇ eŶeŵǇ. If Ǉou giǀe ŵe Ǉouƌ ŶeĐklaĐe, I shall
use it to peƌsuade the kiŶg aŶd his ŵeŶ to eŶteƌ
the lake."

 The ŵoŶsteƌ ƌeplied, "If theǇ eŶteƌ the lake, I
ĐaŶ eat thousaŶds of theŵ. Go ahead aŶd ďƌiŶg
as ŵaŶǇ as Ǉou ĐaŶ!"

 The Đhief of ŵoŶkeǇ ǁoƌe the ŶeĐklaĐe iŶ his
ŶeĐk aŶd juŵped fƌoŵ tƌee to tƌee to ƌeaĐh the
palaĐe as eaƌlǇ as possiďle. He ǁeŶt stƌaight iŶto
the kiŶg's Đouƌt.

 WheŶ the kiŶg aŶd eǀeƌǇďodǇ else saǁ the
Đhief of ŵoŶkeǇs ǁeaƌiŶg a ďeautiful ŶeĐklaĐe of
jeǁels, theǇ ďeĐaŵe Đuƌious. TheǇ asked the Đhief
of ŵoŶkeǇs all soƌt of ƋuestioŶs.

 The Đhief of ŵoŶkeǇ said to the kiŶg, "O kiŶg,
ǁhile ǁaŶdeƌiŶg iŶ the juŶgle, I haǀe Đoŵe aĐƌoss
a laƌge tƌeasuƌe that Kuďeƌ ;God of tƌeasuƌesͿ has
hiddeŶ. It is seĐƌetlǇ hiddeŶ iŶside a lake. AŶǇoŶe,
ǁho takes a ďath iŶ the lake oŶ a SuŶdaǇ, ĐaŶ haǀe
as ŵuĐh tƌeasuƌe as he ĐaŶ ĐaƌƌǇ. This ŶeĐklaĐe is
ŶothiŶg Đoŵpaƌed to the otheƌ tƌeasuƌes theƌe!
The diaŵoŶds iŶ the lake ǁould eǀeŶ put the suŶ
to shaŵe!"






